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REPORT OF PRESIDENT. 


To His Excellency, Gov. J. M. Stone: 


It has been a standing rule of the State Board of Health, 
since its organization, for the President to accompany each 
biennial report with a synoptical statement of the acts and 
views of the Board, including such other remarks as he may 
deem pertinent and proper. 

It is gratifying to be able to announce that during the two 
years which have elapsed since our last report no formidable 
general epidemic has invaded the borders of, our State, or orig- 
inated within it; no very destructive local outbreak of 
disease has occurred, and, as a rule, the health of the people 
has been exceptionally good. From several places there have 
been reported cases of measles, whooping cough, diphtheria, 
a few of meningitis (cerebro-spinal) more of dengue, and two 
of small-pox; but none of these have been very extensive, or 
unusually fatal. Malarial diseases have sensibly diminished 
in number and gravity for several years past—possibly owing to 
favoring seasons—except in a few localities peculiarly obnox- 
ious tu them. And I will state, parenthetically, that the recog- 
nition and removal of the cause of malarial diseases in our 
State is a sanitary question of transcendant importance—over- 
shadowing all others, except, perhaps, the prevention of yellow 
fever. To grapple with this cause successfully will be a her- 
culean task, necessitating an immense amount of drainage, the 
destruction of timber, the removal of human habitations to 
healthier places, and many other things less difficult, but 
equally important. Yet it is a task that should be undertaken 
by the State authorities at the earliest possible period, in a 
systematic way, in all those portions of our domain where it is 
at all practicable. Malaria is the great outlet to life among 
our people—a gigantic morbific enemy to human existence and 
constitutional vigor, as well as to the material prosperity of 
the State. 

The State Board of Health—chiefly through its efficient Sec- 
retary and Executive Committee—has endeavored to be diligent 
and prompt in ferretting out the causes of disease and removing 
them as far as possible; in giving information as to the proper 
management of cases of contagious and infectious diseases in 
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order to prevent their speading; in guarding against any 
threatened epidemic from abroad, and in furnishing ad- 
vice and instruction, from time to time, as to general 
sanitation, and the duties of officials under existing 
health laws. In fact it has been the earnest purpose of the 
Board, as indicated in its proceedings and expressed by the 
words and acts of its individual members, to faithfully and 
efficiently obey the mandates of the law under which it exists, 
and by which itis controlled. Two years under the “ Amended 
Statutes in regard to Boards of Health” have exemplified their 
wisdom and adaptability to the aims and purposes of State med- ` 
icine, in so far as they could be tested without the presence of 
a wide-spread epidemic, such as we have had in the past. 

At the first meeting of the Board, under the new law, a Chief 
Health Officer for each county, in which one was deemed neces- 
sary, was nominated. And in each case the officer was selected 
after careful investigation, and with due regard for his sanitary 
attainments, professional worth, and moral standing. 

Although a few of these County Health Officers, for some 
cause or other, have been careless and indifferent respecting 
their official responsibilities, most of them have diligently and 
faithfully discharged their duties as conservators of the public 
health in their respective localities; have forwarded regularly 
to the Secretary interesting and valuable reports, and co-op- 
erated with the Board in accomplishing the ends of health or- 
ganizations. More time is necessary for this feature of the 
law to be thoroughly understood and properly appreciated by 
both officers and people. 

It is a gratification to be able to state that no necessity has 
arisen for the use of but a small part of the liberal appropria- 
tion made under sections 18 and 21 of the law. The amount 
employed was $625 in 1880, and $700 in 1881, for the benefit 
of the Jackson County Board of Health, to assist it in sustain- 
ing a quarantine station at the important port of Pascagoula. 

In only one instance, during the two years, have legal pro- 
ceedings been instituted, under section 9, for the abatement of 
a nuisance. It was in the case of a slaughter-house in Vicks- 
burg, which the County Health Officer declared to be dangerous 
to health, and ordered its removal. The owner refusing to do 
so, the matter was referred to the State Board, which ordered 
legal process issued, and the case carried before the Circuit 
Judge, who promptly decided that the pen should be removed. 

At a called meeting of the Board, held on the 8th of Novem- 
ber iast, I was requested to call attention in this address to one 
or two subjects demanding additional legislation. It was thought 
best that the sea-coast counties of Harrison and Hancock should 
be placed on the same footing with Jackson county, as regards 
quarantine protection from epidemic diseases, and be subject 
to the control of the State Board of Health under existing 
statutes. These two counties represent a great part of the sea- 
coast in Mississippi, and they have a large and increasing com- 
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merce with the West Indies, Mexico and Central America, 
countries well-known to be almost constantly infected with yel- 
low-fever. 

At present the only quarantine restriction along the coast of 
these counties is that furnished by local boards of health act- 
ing independently. These local boards, I have great reason to 
believe, have done their duty faithfully; but there is necessarily 
wanting among them that concert of action and reach of 
authority indispensable to the complete protection of this dan- 
gerous portion of our borders. The National Board of Health 
quarantine station, at Ship Island, has afforded comparative 
safety to this coast, except its western extremity. Here lum- 
ber vessels from Havanaand Vera Cruz go around Cat Is- 
land arid ascend Pearl River as faras Pearlington, without the 
least interference from health officers. Several letters have 
been received by the Secretary from intelligent and reliable 
physicians living on this coast describing its exposed condition, 
and the danger to which it subjects the people there, and those 
of the whole State. 

-In the next place, it was deemed important by the Board, 
that it should be made by law a part of the duties of the Pro- 
fessors of Chemistry at the University of Mississippi and A. 
and M. College, to analyze water, food, soils, &c.,on the applica- 
tion of the Executive Committee of the State Board of Health; 
and that theirsalaries be increased proportionally, or authority be 
given for compensating them properly as the service is performed. 

It is a well known fact that food and drinking water are 
fruitful sources of disease, and often the media by which 
irritant poisons are introduced into the human system. 

Dr. E. P. Sale, of this Board, reported an instance of a severe 
and almost fatal disease occurring among a large number of 
the guests of a hotel in Aberdeen last summer, the cause of 
which was traced to impure beef, but not identified for want of 
proper facilities for careful analysis. Such occurrences are by ’ 
no means uncommon, and it is important that the services of 
accomplished experts should be secured to aid the health 
authorities in tracing the causes of disease in those substances 
that can be subjected to analysis. 

Kerosene oil has become alarmingly destructive to human 
life of late years, and has claimed many victims in our own 
State, on account of its impurity and careless handling. A 
prominent minister in Okolona, and an excellent lady of West 
Point, both lost their lives this year, by the explosion of kero- 
sene lamps. It would be a decided protection to our people, 
and doubtless save many lives, if an Inspector of Oils was ap- 
pointed for the State, a prominent part of whose duties it 
should be to see that no illuminating oil was admitted within our 
borders that did not stand the requisite fire test, or was in any 
respect unsafe for use. Several States have such an inspector, 
and the result has been highly favorable, as shown by com- 
parative statistics. 
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Another matter bearing directly upon health and the welfare 
of our people is the enactment of alaw to shield society against 
the ignorance and rapacity of irregular practitioner’s of medi- 
cine, mountebanks and quacks. Itis the expressed sense of 
the State Medical Association, of many local medical societies, 
and the sentiment of a large majority of the intelligent citizens 
of the State, that such a law is a real necessity. . 

From 1820 to 1833 there existed a law in this State for the 
protection of the people against quackery, which gave general 
satisfaction, and accomplished a vast amount of good; but, 
unfortunately, the members of the Board of Censors—for 
which it provided—were appointed to hold office indefinitely, 
which was not authorized by the Constitution, and the law be- 
came a nullity, by a decision of the Supreme Court. This, 
or a similar law, should be re-enacted, as a part of the sanitary 
reforms that are now being made by the Legislature of the State. 

Most of those States immediately around us have laws in 
force against pretenders and impostors in medicine; hence 
this class of gentry seek Mississippi in large numbers, as a 
safe place of refuge where they can ply their tricks of trade 
unmolested by officials, We should see that our soil is not 
quite overrun by them, and our people fleeced of their hard 
earnings, fn addition to having their lives lost, or constitu- 
tions impaired through ignorance or design. 

Muca has yet to be done in the way of educating the people 
up to an intelligent appreciation of the importance of general 
and personal hygiene. The preservation of human health is a 
matter of the highest consideration, and when the people of 
Mississippl learn to apply the principles of advanced sanita- 
tion to their every-day lives, it will be surprising to find what 
good results to the mental, physical, and material interests of 
the State will follow. Since the organization of the State 
Board of Health, at a time when the blighting, withering influ- 
ence of yellow fever was abroad in the land, the attention 
of this body, that of the legal authorities of the State, and of 
the people at large, has been directed to the prevention of a 
recurrence of this much dreaded disease. But as time advances 
and we get further from the ravages of this fever, greater 
efforts will be made to improve the hygiene of towns, of houses, 
and of individuals. 

As soon as the machinery of the present law is in a perma- 
nently working condition, and the fear of yellow fever dimin- 
ishes, it is the purpose of the Board to pay more regard to in- 
structing the people in those measures calculated to prevent the 
more common diseases of the country and prolong life. i 

I cannot close this address without adding my testimony to 
that of many others, as to the ability, efficiency, and enthusi- 
astic devotion to duty of the Secretary of this Board. 

Very respectfully, f 
S. V. D. HILL, 


President State Board of Health. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


MIN UTES. 


Jackson, Miss., December 17th, 1879. 


At a called meeting of the Board held this day, there were 
present: The President, Dr. C. A. Rice, Drs. Dancy, Redwood, 
Sale, Kittrell, Kells, Hill and Johnston. 

The object of the meeting was stated ;by the President to be 
a draft an amendment to the existing Health Laws of the 

tate. 

The Board then proceeded to consider the Law of 1878, sec- 
tion by section, and to discuss the necessary changes. 

The evening session of this day was also devoted to the dis- 
cussion of the necessary amendments, 


SECOND DAY. 


DECEMBER 18th, 1879. 


The Board was called to order at 9 o’clock, a. m. . Present : 
The President, Dr. Rice, Drs. Dancy, Redwood, Sale, Kittrell, 
Kells, Hill and Johnston. 

The business of the preceding day was resumed, and at the 
evening session the amendments to the law were agreed upon, 
and the Secretary was directed to communicate the views of 
the Board to Dr. J. M, Taylor, Chairman of the Committee on 
Legislation. 

On motion of Dr. Dancy, Dr. Johnston was added to the 
Committtee on Legislation. . 

The Secretary certified to the following account—expenses 
of members incurred in attending the meeting, which were 
also countersigned :by the President: Dr. B. F. Kittrell, 
$20 00; Dr. C. A. Rice, $12 50; Dr. F. W. Dancy, $22 75; 
Dr. S. V. D. Hill, $28 50; Dr. George E. Redwood, $14 00; 
Dr. E. P. Sale, $34 75. 

2 
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There being no further business, on motion, the Board ad- 
journed. 4 


JacKson, Miss., April 2d, 1880. 


At a meeting of the State Board of Health, beginning this 
day, there were present: Dr. C. A. Rice, President; Drs. 
Dancy, Phares, Bennett, Kittrell, Taylor, McCormick, Redwood, 
Wharton, Kells, Isom, Hill, Wright and Johnston, 

On motion of Dr. Hill, the Board proceeded to make nomi- 
nations for Chief Health Officers for the counties. 

The following, offered by Dr. Johnston, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the nominations for Chief Health Officers 
for the various counties, in counties where there are more than 
one applicant, shall be made by ballot, and the applicant re- 
ceiving a plurality of the votes cast shall be declared the 
nominee. 

On motion of Dr, Hill, the roll of counties was called, alpha- 
betically, with the following result: 


Adams.. asena. Drools S. Sharpe. issccrucr nereo Ses Natchez. 
AlCOrn. aeea Dr. W. B. Sanford......en paana” Corinth. 
Amite ......... Nomination deferred. 
Attala... onn. Dr. J. M. Lewis................ Kosciusko. 
Benton........ Dr. T. L. Jackson........... Michigan City. 
Bolivar .... ... Dr. J. W. Dulaney .............. Rosedale. 
Calhoun..... ..Nomination deferred. 
Carroll......... Dr. G. W. Vassar.............5. Carrollton. 
Chickasaw’..... Dice Da CAM siet mee eteiemesiacs Okolona. 
Choctaw... .... Dr. J. W. George...............-.- Chester. 
Claiborne. ...... Dr. W. D. Redus.............. Port Gibson. 
Clarke. .... Dr. A. V. Wolverton........... Enterprise. 
Coahoma....... Nomination deferred. 
Copiah......... Dr. G. W. Purnell......../..... Hazlehurst. 
Covington...... Nomination deferred. 
CIA cack eee Dr. J. E. McEKachern............ West Point, 
DeSoto. ... ...Dr. J. P. H. Westbrook..... ... Hernando. 
Franklin... 2... Nomination deferred. 
Greene. ........ Nomination deferred. 
Grenada. ...... Dr. G. W. Trimbie......... 2.2... Grenada. 
Hancock... ....Nomination deferred. 
Harrison... .... Nomination deferred. f 
Hinds ........ Dr. G. K. Harrington.............. Jackson. 
Holmes.... .... Dr. George C. Phillips........... Lexington. 
Issaquena,. .... Dr Ri D. Bais tia ipie wcnee ats Mayersville. 
Itawamba.. .... Nomination deferred. 


On motion, the Board adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M. 


FIRST DAY— AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 3 o'clock, P. m. The President in the 
Chair. 
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The nomination of Chief Health Officers for the counties 
was resumed with the following result: 


Jasper......... Nomination deferred. 

Jefferson.. ...... Dr. N. L. Guice...............06. Fayette. 
Jones,......... Nomination deferred. 

Kemper........ Dr. L. M. McLendon......... Sucarnochee. 
Lafayette....... Dr. J. T. Chandler....... ......... Oxford. 
Lauderdale..... Dr. A.H. Smiths seein sues Meridian. 
Lawrence....... Nomination deferred 

Leake,......... Dr. W. R. Blailock........... ... Carthage. 
Loteria esn ure, Dr. R. C. Cunningham............. Verona 
Lincoln. ... .... Dr. E. J. Bowen.............. Brookhaven 
Lowndes... .... Dr. B A. Vaughan.............. Columbus. 
Leflore. ........ Dr. M. G. Davis...... EET Greenwood 
Madison... .... Dr. A. T. Semmes................ Canton. 
Marion......... Nomination deferred. . 
Marshall... . ..Dr. A. M. West............. Holly Springs. 
Monroe......... Dr. J. M. Greene................ Aberdeen. 
Montgomery....Dr. B. F. Ward................... Winona. 
Neshoba...-.... Nomination deferred. 

Newton........ Nomination deferred. > 
Noxubee... .... Dr. H. A. Minor... oaen ionann Macon. 
Oktibbeha...... Dr. W. N. Ames................ Starkville. 
Panola,........ Di, Pic De BUS oaos ere neu arnesa Sardis. 
Perry... ....Nomination deferred. 

Pike........... Nomination deferred. 

Pontotoc........ Dr. M. R. Fontaine.............. Pontotoe. 
Prentiss. ...'....Dr. W, A. Taylor.............. Booneville, 
Quitman... .... Nomination deferred. 

Rankin. ....... Dr. H. C. MeLaurin.............. Brandon. 
Scott. .........Nomination deferred. 

Sharkey sc.2055- Dd Cs Balle cs sakes tains McKinneyville. 
Simpson... .... Nomination deferred. 

Smith.......... Nomination deferred. 

Sumner........ Dr ks H Bayete hye gieeades Walthall. 
Sunflower....... Dio W. Ae Bat aie stcesex dex Indian Bayou. 
Tullahatchie....Dr. A. A. Wheat.......... Harrison Station. 
Tippab. .. ..... Dr. We D: Oatteticcicccsac sea Gea ds Ripley. 
Tishomingo..... Dr. Carroll Kendrick.............. Corinth. 
Tunica. ........ Des Js M. PHHP secerneren Austin. 
Tate. ...... a aks 4 Dr. J. R. Slaton. eaa eaa PARETS Senatobia. 
Union.......... Nomination deferred. 

Warren. .......-Dr. W. T. EL LOUN Sie oot Bareew oe Vicksburg. 
Washington.. ..Dr. R. S. Toombs............... Greenville. 
Wayne.......... Nomination deferred 
Wilkinson...... Dr. L. W. Magruder............ Woodville. 
Winston........ Nomination deferred. 

Yalobusha...... Dr. H. A. Gant.......... 000. Water Valley. 
Yazoo.. co Taco Dr. R. L. Dunn........... w+ee. Yazoo City. 


On motion, the Board adjourned until 9 o’clock a. m. to- 
morrow. 
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SECOND DAY.—MORNING SESSION. 


Aprit 3p, 1880. 


The Board met at 10 o’clock a. m. In the absence of the 
President, on motion of Dr. Kells, Dr. McCormick was called 
to the chair. There were present: Drs. Dancy, Bennett, 
Isom, Kells, Wharton, Kittrell, Wright, Taylor, McCormick, 
Hill, Phares, and Johnston. 

The minutes of the preceding day were read and approved. 

The President, Dr. Rice, made his appearance and took the 
chair. 

The following nominations were made for a County Board of 
Health for Jackson county: Dr. E. F. Griffin, H. L. Howze, 
H. Krebs, Dr. J. K. McLeod and M. M. Evans. 

On motion of Dr. Taylor, the further nominations for 
County Health Officers was deferred until some future time. 

On motion of Dr. Hill, the Board proceeded to consider 
“an Act to amend the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health,” 
by sections, so as to get an idea of the busines arising under 
it. 

On motion, the following Committee was appointed to draft 
Sanitary Rules to be enforced throughout the State: Drs. 
Taylor, Hill, Kittrell, Dancy, Isom and Johnston. On motion, 
the President, Dr. Rice, was added to the Committee. 

On motion of Dr. Kells, the Committee appointed was in- 
structed to also prepare Quarantine Rules and Regulations. 

On motion of Dr. Hill, the Board agreed to go into the elec- 
tion of a President and Executive Committee at 3 o'clock 
P. M. 

On motion of Dr. Johnston, Drs. Kittrell and Wright were 
appointed a Committee to prepare an address.to the authorities 
of incorporated towns urging the importaace of keeping a re- 
cord of marriages, birtas and deaths. 

On motion of Dr. Kittrell, the Secretary was instructed to 
submit the question to the Attorney-General as to whether 
there is any provision to defray the expenses of enforcing 
General Sanitary Rules in the counties. 

On motion of Dr. Redwood, the Board adjourned until 3 
o’clock P. m. 


aeneanm 


SECOND DAY.—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board was called to order at 3 o’olock r. m. The Presi- 
dent in the chair. 

The hour having arrived for the election of a President and 
Executive Committee for the ensuing year, the Board pro- 
ceeded to ballot for a President, which resulted in the election 
of Dr. S. V. D. Hill. i 

Dr. Hill thanked the Board for the honor conferred. 


~ 
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Dr. Rice, the retiring President, thanked the Board for the 
honor conferred on him in electing him a year'ago, and for the 
courtesy with which he had been treated. 

On motion of Dr. Taylor, the thanks of the Board were 
tendered the retiring President, Dr. Rice, for the able and 
courteous manner with which his duties had been discharged. 

The Board then elected the following Executive Committee 
for the ensuing year: Drs. Kells, Rice and Johnston. Dr. 
Johnston was designated as Chairman of the Committee. 

The following Committee on Publication, Stationery and 
Printing was chosen for the ensuing year: Drs. Kells, Rice 
and Johnston. 

The following Committee on Legislation was chosen: Drs. 
Hill, Kells and Johnston. On motion Dr. Taylor was added 
to the Committee. 

On motion, Dr. Kittrell was appointed a Committee to draft 
a Memorial to the Mississippi Senators and Representatives in 
Congress asking their aid in securing the legislation asked for 
by the National Board of Health. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until Monday morning at 9 
o’clock. 


THIRD DAY.—Mornine SESSION. 


Aprit 5th, 1881. 


The Board met at 9:30 o’clock. The President in the chair. 
Present: Drs. Hill, Dancy, Phares, Rice, Taylor, Isom, Sale, 
Bennett, Wright, Kells and Johnston. 

The minutes of Saturday’s session were read and approved. 

Dr. Taylor, who was a delegate from this Board to the 
Sanitary Council of the Mississippi Valley, which was organized 
at Memphis on April 30th, 1879, made a verbal report, which 
was received and adopted. 

Dr. Kittrell, Chairman of the Committee to draft a Memo- 
rial to the Mississippi Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress asking their aid in securing the legislation asked for by 
the National Board of Health, reported as follows: 


To the Honorable Senators and Representatives of Mississippi 
in the Congress of the United States: 


GENTLEMEN: The undersigned members of the Mississippi 
State Board of Health present at the annual session of theB oard 
now being held in the city of Jackson, deem it their duty to 
inform you that the National Board of Health has promptly 
extended us, during the past year, all the aid needed by us to 
protect our State against another epidemic of yellow fever. 
We desire to express, in the most emphatic manner, our opin- 
ion that the affairs of the National Board of Health have been 
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administered with great prudence and ability. We believe 
that it would be unreasonable, in the present condition of 
sanitary science, to expect that or any similar organization to 
accomplish in a day results that can be reached only bya long 
series ôt years, in which ripe experience founded on patient 
and laborious investigation shall fully determine the practical 
details of sanitary work. We, therefore, view with a feeling 
of great concern the indications of a prejudiced hostility to 
the National Board of Health which have been manifested in 
certain quarters; and we would most respectfully urge you, in 
view of the recent sanitary legislation of our own State Legis- 
lature, to support the National Board of Health in its Jaudable 
efforts to carry out the great work imposed upon it. We 
would remind vou that our Legislature, at its recent session, 
amended our Health Laws so as to confer on the State Board of 
Health absolute power in matters of quarantine, and made a 
liberal appropriation to enable us to enforce these Statutes. 
We do not hesitate to say. in view of the great responsibility 
resting upon us, that we cannot efficiently discharge our duty 
without the aid and co operation of the National Board of 
Health, and that any action on the part of Congress tending 
to restrict the power or to withhold the means needed to carry 
out the recommendations made, in connection with the National 
Academy of Sciences, by the National Board of Health in its 
annual report, would be regarded by us as a direct blow at the 
most vital interests of our beloved State. 

Praying your earnest consideration, of this important subject, 
we beg leave to remain, with sentiments of the highest regards. 

The Memorial was received and adopted. 

The committee appointed to draft Sanitary Rules reported 
through Dr, Johnston, and after making certain amendments 
the Rules were adopted. 

On motion, the Board adjourned until 4 o'clock Pr. m. 


a) 


THIRD DAY— AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board was called to order by the President at 4 o’clock. 

Dr. Kittrell, Chairman of the Committee to prepare an ad- 
dress to the authorities of incorporated towns urging the im 
portance of keeping a record of vital statistics, reported as 
follows: 


To the Municipal Authorities of Incorporated Cities and Towns 
in the State of Mississippi: 

The State Board of Health consider it their duty to direct 
your attention especially to Sections 5 and 11 of the Act to 
amend the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health, approved 
March 4th, 1880. You will perceive that Sec. 5 makes it the 
duty of the State Board of Health to “collect and preserve 
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such information relating to deaths, diseases and health as 
may be useful in the discharge of its duties, and contribute to 
the promotion of health or the security of life in the State of 
Mississippi.” Section 11 invests incorporated towns “with 
full powers of enforcing ardinances for registration and mor- 
tuary statistics.” We deem it unnecessary, in addressing citi- 
zens of your intelligence, to prove the necessity that exists 
for furnishing these statistics to our Board. We would sug- 
gest the requiring of burial permits, in all cases of death 
within the corporate limits of cities and towns, us essential to 
the correct registration of mortuary statistics. As the statis- 
tics will enable us to discharge more efficiently the duties im- 
posed on us by Section 5, we earnestly request you to pass the 
ordinances indicated in Sec. 11, and confidently rely on your 
appreciation of their importance to have them strictly en- 
forced. 


The report was received and adopted. 
On motion, the Board adjourned until 9 o'clock A. m., to- 
morrow. 


FOURTH DAY—Mornine SESSION. 


Jackson, Miss., October 6, 1880. 


The Bourd was called to order at 10 o’clock. 

Present: Dr. Hill, President; Drs. Kittrell, Bennett, Sale, 
Kells, Phares, Taylor, Rice and Johnston. f 

The minutes of the preceding day were read and approved. 

On motion of Dr. Bennett, the Board proceeded to the con- 
sideration of matters relating to quarantine. 

Dr. Sale moved that the period of detention be fixed at fif- 
teen days, 

Dr. Taylor moved to amend by inserting seven days. 

The amendment was lost, and the motion of Dr. Sale pre- 
vailed. 

On motion, the President appointed Drs. Taylor and Isom a 
committee to correspond with the Professor of Chemistry of 
the State University, with a view of securing his services in 
connection with this Board. 

The following, offered by Dr. Kittrell, was adopted: 

Resolved, That no Health Officer under the jurisdiction of 
this Board will be permitted to make any charge for the issu- 
ance of certificates, or the performance of any other official act. 

The following, also offered by Dr. Kittrell, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Board be directed to 
prepare a form for a certificate to be used in this State during _ 
the existence of quarantine, to be used only by County Health 
Officers, municipal health authorities and the members of the 
State Board of Health. 

- On motion, the Board adjourned. 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 


GENTLEMEN—In accordance with law the Executive Com- 
mittee of this Board respectfully submit the following report 
of their actions since the last annual meeting of the Board. 
Invested as we are by law with the full powers of the Board 
during the intervals of its sessions, we have not been unmind- 
ful of the grave public responsibility resting upon us, and 
have endeavored at all times to discharge our duties to the 
best of our ability. If we have erred in any particular it re- 
mains for you gentlemen to point it out so that similar errors 
may be avoided in the future. 

Our first meeting was on April 20th, 1880, which continued 
for nine days. After that time a number of meetings were 
held, at each of which a quorum was present. On several oc- 
casions, when neither of the other members was present, and 
the matter to be acted upon was of minor importance, the 
chairman resorted to consultations by letter. 

At the time the Board adjourned there remained to be made 
nominations of Chief Health Officers for a number of counties 
which the Board had left for this committee to make. The fol- 
lowing nominations were accordingly made and sent to the 
Governor, with the request that they be appointed for their 
respective counties: 


AMIE. sos, cade ea cae See wee ae Dr. C. H. Bates. 
CslhOOWs4 ic acca eE woe EURA Dr. W. L. Dottery. 
CORN GIR ereen duni es Dr. J. A. Cooper. 
Covington... OES ce dicate tana a Ser lao es Dr. Alex. Fairley. 
ET T rte e ok ane auenees Gase rade ecu Dr. B. F. Hamrick. 
TE A TT aie tanaine duane e seonean Dr. B. E. Duke. 
E cre tent greene Satta ETE E EAEE Dr. J. M. Bayliss. 
DjA WEEN COs one hon ou weit eke SOU e Dibba Dr. J. A. Rowan. 
INGWION orerar enea a este a anes Dr. C. P. Partin. 
INCGSHGDSY. Oh wataeds sua rane Tar r Eaa EEE Dr. T. J. Lee. 
Pikess Mg a ia argh a EEE cag deg age E Dr. D. U. Ford. 
DIM PSOM nates suey. Dama aad wees ances Dr. Wm. Giles. 
Sith ick pen we eee dew ses Eea at aa weds Dr. A. G. McLaurin. 
COU n EEE E A E E ease ae E E Dr. J. L. Gresham. 
Winston. .....ennaennann nnan a Shp sienna NEE Dr. A. S. Kirk. 


The above named gentlemen were all appointed by the Gov- 
ernor as requested. 

The following nominations were also sent to the Governor: 

Dr. James Calhoun, for Chief Health Officer of Tallahatchie 
county, vice Dr. A. A. Wheat, resigned. 

Dr. M. S. Craft, for Chief Health Officer of Hinds county, 
vice Dr. G. K. Harrington, resigned. 


The following counties made applications through the Boards 
of Supervisors for exemption from a Chief Health Officer under 
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the provisions of Sec. 12 of our law, and the exemption being 
granted the Governor was requested to revoke the appointments 
that had been made: - 

Choctaw, Jasper, Pontotoc, Union and Winston. 

Applications were also received from the following counties, 
and as their exemption was not deemed prudent and proper, it 
was refused: : 

Sunflower, Sumner and Simpson. 

An application was also received from Smith county, but as 
it did not bear the official seal and there was some doubt as to 
its official character, it was inclosed to Dr, McLaurin, Chief 
Health Officer of that county, with the inquiry as to whether 
it was an official communication, and as a reply was not re- 
ceived no decision was reached in this case. 

The committee, after devoting nine days to the careful con- 
sideration of matters relating to quarantine, finally agreed upon 
a set of Rules and Regulations, which being presented to the 
Governor were approved by him. A copy is herewith present- 
ed for your consideration. 

The question of quarantine is one so surrounded by perplex- 
ing questions, and as we had no such thing to guide us as a set 
of in-land Rules and Regulations heretofore in use for an entire 
State, as you may imagine, much discussion ensued before a 
basis could be agreed upon, but we are pleased to state that 
finally there was perfect unanimity in the adoption of the Rules 
submitted. 

We desire to mention in this connection that as the railroads 
are not only directly interested in the administration of quar- 
antine, but those attempting to enforce it are in some measure 
dependent upon their co-operation for its successful accom- 
plishment, we thought it would be well to have some of the 
officials of these corporations present during our considera- 
tion of the subject. Invitations were therefore extended to 
meet with us to Col. J. C. Clarke, Vice-President and General 
Manager of the C., St. L. & N. O. R. R; Col. E. E. Raworth, 
Superintendent, and Mr. Geo. D. Lawrence, Assistant-Super- 
intendent of the V. &. M. R. R. Neither of these gentlemen, 
however, came. 

We will also add that hefore the Rules were submitted to the 
Governor for approval a copy was sent to Dr. J. S. Billings, 
Vice-President National Board of Health, requesting his 
opinion in regard thereto. He replied, suggesting some 
changes which were made and others which were not made. 

In order to be prepared for an emergency, should one arise, 
it was thought best to appoint quarantine officers, so as to 
know on whom we could rely, and the following gentlemen 
were selected and placed on the reserve list: 

Dr, H. J. Ray, Dr. H. A. Gant, Dr. M, J. Lowry and Dr. 
Robert Field. 

Compensation for employes at quarantine stations was agreed 
upon as follows: 
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Quarantine officers, $200 per month; sanitary policemen, $40 
per month; cooks, $15 per month; nurses, $20 per month. 

Cases of scarlet fever having been reported by the county 
health officers at Natchez, Vicksburg, Corinth and Port Gib- 
son, a circular on the restriction and prevention of the disease 
was preparcd, and one thousand copies distributed to the 
health officers. A copy of the circular is herewith submitted. 
We are glad to be able to state tnat at no place did the disease 
assume epidemic proportions, and at Corinth and Port Gibson 
we have been advised of only one case at either place. 

It being indicated to us that it was desired by the National 
Board of Health that we should recommend the quarantine 
officer for the National Quarantine Station near Vicksburg, the 
name of Dr. E. G. Banks was sent for appointment. 

On July 12th, 1880, a letter was received from Dr. C. A. Rice, 
Inspector of the National Board of Health at New Orleans, 
announcing the arrival ot the bark Excelsior at that port, laden 
with coffec and infected with yellow fever, and also stating 
that there was a case of the disease at the Touro Infirmary 
that had been removed from the bark. The following day a 
letter was received from Dr. S. M. Bemiss,a member of the 
National Board of Health, to the same effect. Being informed 
that other cases of the disease had subsequently occurred on 
the Excelsior, and that her cargo of coffee was stored in New: 
Orleans, and that a number of persons had been exposed to 
infection in handling the cargo, it was regarded necessary to 
take some action to protect our State. The following order 
was therefore issued on July 16th, after having been approved 
by the Governor. 

Orrice or Mississtpp1 State Boarp or HEALTH. 
Jackson, Miss., July 16th, 1880. 


Whereas, The bark Excelsior from Rio de Janeiro, laden with 
coffee, having arrived at New Orleans, infected with yellow 
fever ; and, 

Whereas, her cargo is now stored in a warehouse in the 
latter city, and it is said a number of persons who were en- 
gaged on and about said bark in unloading, draying and stor- 
ing her cargo, are now in said city, it is, therefore hereby 

Ordered, 1st. That on and after this date and until further 
orders, no car or train of cars, departing from tie city of New 
Orleans, shall be allowed to enter this State, and no steamboat 
or other water craft from said city shall be allowed to land at 
any point in this State, unless they have undergone an inspec- 
tion by an officer of the National Board of Health, as is pro- 
vided in the rules of said Board, and are provided with a cer- 
tificate of such inspection. 

2d. That no part of the cargo-of the bark Excelsior, and no 
freight from the warehouse in which said cargo is stored, shall 
be allowed to be brought to any point in this State. 


‘C19 J 
3d. That no person from New Orleans shall be allowed to 
come to any point in this State unless they hold a certificate 
from an officer of the National Board of Health that they have 
not been exposed to infection. 
4th. That the chief health officers of the counties, and the 
munivipal Boards of Health, are charged with the enforce- 
ment of this order, and any violation thereof will be punished 
as is provided by law. 
Wirt Jounston, M: D., 
Rogert Kers, M. D., 
Executive Committee. 
Approved: 
J. M. STONE, Governor, 


— 


Tt was not regarded necessary to establish quarantine sta- 
tions, and the County Health Officers were relied on to enforce 
the order. We will add that Drs. Bemiss and Rice promised 
to advise us should other cases occur. : 

It was our intention, if several cases of the disease had ori- 
ginated in New Orleans, to establish quarantine stations at the 
limits of the State and to enforce our regular ruies. 

Having been informed that no other cases of the disease had 
occurred, but that the cargo of the Excelsior was still stored 
in New Orleans, and that ‘other vessells with cargoes of coffee 
were arriving from infected ports, the following order was is- 
sued on July 30th: 


OFFICE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD oF HEALTH, 
Jackson, Miss., July 30th, 1880. 


No case of yellow fever having been reported in the city of 
New Orleans since the case of the sailor that occurred on the 
bark Excelsior, the quarantine order of this Board against 
said city, adopted on July 16th, is hereby rescinded. 

In view of the fect, however, tuat the cargo of the bark 
Excelsior is said to be stored in New Orleans, and that vessels 
laden with coffee, from ports infected with yellow fever, are 
constantly arriving in said city, it is hereby 

Ordered, That no part of the cargo of the bark Excelsior, 
and no coffee that arrives in New Orleans on and after this date 
from an infected port, shall be allowed to be brought to any 
point in this State. 

Any violation of this order will be punished as is provided 
by law. 

Wirt Jounston, M. D., 
C. A. Riœ, M. D., 
Executive Committee. 
Approved: 
J. M. Stone, Governor. 
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We will state, in this connection, that the Health Officer of 
Amite county, in order to enforce quarantine against New 
Orleans, established stations and employed officers. He wrote 
to us informing us of his action, to which the following reply 
was sent by the Secretary of the Board: 


JAcKSON, Miss., July 29th, 1880. 


Dr. C. H. Bates, Chief Health Oficer, Liberty, Miss.: 


Dear Docror: Yours of the 26th inst. is received. When 
our quarantine order against New Orleans was made, we ex- 
pected to rely to a great extent on the Inspectors of the 
National Board of Health at that city for its enforcement, 
supposing that they had all of the persons and things that were 
exposed to infection under observation. Dr. Rice, a member 
of this Board, is the Supervisor of Inspectors at that place. 
The danger was thought so slight that it was not deemed nec- 
essary to establish stations or employ special officers. * * * 

_ Very truly yours, 
Wirt Jounston, Secretary. 

Subsequently an application was made to us by the Board 
of Supervisors of the county to defray the expense incurred 
in quarantining, which was considered and the following letter 
announcing the decision of the Committee was sent: 


Jackson, Miss., October 21st, 1880. 


Mr. Floyd W. Stratton, President Board of Supervisors, Liberty, 
Miss. : 


Dear Srr: Yours of the 14th inst. has been received and 
referred to the Executive Committee of this Board, and I am 
directed to say in reply, that in their opinion they do not pos- 
sess the authority to pay the bill referred to. The appropria- 
tions made by Sections 18 and 21 of “an Act to amend the 
Statutes in regard to Boards of Health? are contingent, and 
could only be used to defray expenses incurred by establish- - 
ing quarantine stations at the limits of the State to prevent 
the introduction of disease from an adjoining State, as is pro- 
vided in Section 18 ; to pay Inspectors under the provisions of 
Section 23, or to defray the expenses of a local quarantine, as 
is provided in Section 19. No part of the appropriation could 
be drawn except for the purposes specified in the law. 

Regretting our inability to settle the bill, 

Iam very respectfully yours, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 


On October 5th a joint telegram was received from Dr. Be- 
miss, a member of the National Board of Health,.and Dr. 
Locber, Acting President of the Louisiana State Board of 
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Health, reporting a death in New Orleans the night before 
from yellow fever. The following day information was re- 
ceived that at least four cases of fever suspicious in character, 
with three deaths, had occurred in that city. It was deemed 
important to obtain accurate information in regard to the sick- 
ness there, so as to enable us to act intelligently, and with this 
object in view, after obtaining the approval of the Governor, 
Dr. L. L. Saunders was appointed a special Inspector and sent 
there to investigate the disease, and to report by telegraph at 
once should there be any danger. After a thorough investiga- 
tion Dr. Saunders submitted a report, and it was not regarded 
necessary to establish quarantine. A copy of his report is 
herewith submitted. 

In August a communication was received from Dr. D. U. 
Ford, Chief Health Officer of Pike county, calling our atten- 
tion to the want of ventilation in the county jail, and stating 
that the Board of Supervisors had been appealed to by the 
Sheriff to make the necessary changes in its architecture, and 
as they had failed to do so that we were appealed to to 
take action in the matter, and suggesting that one or more 
members of this committee should visit Magnolia and inspect 
the jail. A reply was sent, stating that we could not send a 
member to inspect the jail, as no appropriation was made by 
the Legislature to cover the expense of such investigations, 
and that as his statement was regarded as conclusive in regard 
to the matter we did not deem it necessary to investigate it 
personally. It was also stated that a communication would be 
sent to the Board of Supervisors, calling their attention to the 
defective ventilation of the jail. 

The following communication was accordingly sent to the 
President of the Board of Supervisors: 


President Board of Supervisors, Magnolia, Miss.: 


Dear Sir—Our attention having been called by the Chief . 
Health Officer of your county to the bad sanitary condition of 
your county jail, I am directed by the Executive Committee of 
this Board to invite your attention to the matter, and to ex- 
press the hope that it may be in your power to remedy it. = 

The law only gives us the power to advise iu such matters, 
and we hope you will receive this communication in the spirit 
in which it is intended. 

Should you see proper to make the necessary changes, which 
it appears from our information are urgent, Dr. D. U. Ford, 
of McComb City, Chief Health Officer, would no doubt advise 
with you in regard thereto. . 

I am, very respectfully yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 


In December a letter was received from Dr. Gant, Chief 
Health Officer of Yalobusha county, stating that an applica- 
tion had been made to him for a permit to remove a body, 
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who had died of yellow fever in 1878, from Colliersville 
Tenn., to Water Valley for re-interment, and asking our 
opinion in regard thereto. A reply was-sent, saying that 
in our opinion it would be safe to remove the body if it 
was required that a very cold spell of weather be selected, 
and that the body after disinterment and before removal be 
placed in a metallic casket, metal lined or air-tight coffin, 
and then put in a box, and the space between the coffin and 
the box well packed with lime or charcoal. 

In February, 1881, a letter was received from Dr. McCor- 
mick, a member of this Board, asking our opinion in regard to 
acase where it was desired to remove a body who died of 
yellow fever in 1878, from Vicksburg to Yazoo City for re-in- 
terment. A reply was sent similar in purport to the one made 
to Dr. Gant. 

The question involved is, so far as we know, unsettled, and, 
as it is one of so much importance we would be glad to have 
some expression from the Board in regard to it. 

Your attention is respectfully invited to the following cor- 
respondence in regard to bone-dust being brought to the town 
of Kosciusko: 

[Copy] 


Kosciusko, Miss., February Ist, 1881. 


Dr, Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health, Jackson, 
Miss.: 


Dear Srr——Last year there was a large quantity of bone- 
dust sold here for fertilizing purposes. The smell was very 
offensive, and this winter the agent was here with the intention 
of bringing on another lot. The Mayor of the town pro- 
tested and they appealed tome. I decided that he could not 
bring it into the depot, inside the city limits, but granted per- 
mission to build a shed for it just outside of the town limits. 

I do not know thatthe bone dust causes any disease, but the 
smell is offensive Have you any experience with it? 

‘ Respectfully yours, 

[Signed | J. M. Lewis, 

Chief Health Officer for Attala county. 


[Copy] l 
Kosciusko, Miss., February 2d, 1881. 

Dear Docror—I wrote to you yesterday, telling you that I 
had objected to bone-dust (fertilizer) coming within the limits 
of the town, and asking if you had any experience with it, and 
whether it will cause sickness or not. 

I would like to hear from you immediately on that point, for 
the parties propose to bring it in and test the matter. All I 
know is that the citizens who live near the depot complain of 
the offensive smell, and it does seem to me that any substance 
that has such an offensive odor is unhealthy. 

The citizens will back me up in the matter, and the Board 
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of Aldermen will pass an ordinance against it if I will say that 
it is liable to cause sickness. I know, on general principles, 
that such an odor is not healthy, but on the contrary must be 
unhealthy. . Yours, 

[Signed] J. M. Lewis. 


To which the following reply was sent: 


Jacxsox, Miss., February 10th, 1881. 


Dr. J. M. Lewis, Chief Health Oficer, Kosciusko, Miss.: 


Dear Docror—Your letters have been reccived and referred 
to the Executive Committee of the Board, and I am directed to 
say that in their opinion bone-dust possessing the bad odor you 
describe might affect the publice health. We, therefore, think 
your action in prolestmg against its being stored in your town, 
wise, and would suggest that your city government has power, 
under Section 11 of our law, to forbid its. being stored in town. 

As you suggest, it might be stored outside of your city 
limits, at a place selected so as to not be obnoxious to persons. 

Very truly yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Secretary Mississippi State Board of Health. 


In September, 1880, an epidemic of dengue was reported at 
McComb City by Dr. Ford, Chief Health Officer of Pike 
‘county, but as the disease when reported had assumed epidemic 
proportions, and as it was represented as being of a mild grade 
nothing was suggested for its restriction. 

The appearance of measles was reported in several localities 
by the county health officers, and in each case a reply was sent 
saying that the most important measure to be adopted to pre- 
vent the spread of the disease, would be the isolation of cases 
and of those persous who had been exposed; that it is a dis- 
ease so rareiy fatal, and one to which the public usually at- . 
tach so little importance that we were of the opinion that it 
would perhaps be best to not attempt any coercive measures. 
It was suggested that by freely advising with the people much 
might be accomplished, by inducing the parents of children 
sick with the disease, or that had been ‘exposed, to isolate 
them. 

In the case of Starkville, where the A. and M. College is 
located, it was also suggested to the heaith officer to inform 
the officers of that institution of the existence of the disease 
and of the location of cases so that they might assist in pre- 
venting the introduction of the disease among the students. 

Several cases of diphtheria were reported in different parts 
of the State, but in no instance of which we are advised did it 
assume epidemic proportions. A case occurred in the Deaf 
aud Dumb Asylum in Jackson, but was followed by no others. 
Had other cases occurred the parents of children in the insti- 
tution would have been advised to take them home. 
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JACKSON COUNTY. 


A letter was received from the Jackson County Board of 
Health, under date of April 29th, 1880, oe us that that 
Board had been organized by the election of Dr. E. F. Griffin, 
President, and Mr. M. M. Evans, Secretary. 

Dr. J. K. McLeod, a member of that Board, having resigned, 
and Mr. J. B. Delmas having been suggested as his successor, 
his name was sent to the Governor for appointment. 

Dr. E. F. Griffin was suggested by that Board for Quaran- 
tine Officer at the port of Pascagoula, and his name was sent 
to the Governor for appointment. 

A communication having been received from that Board 
stating that in addition to their available funds they would 
need assistance from the State, asis provided in Section 14 of 
an Act supplemental to an Act to amend the Statutes in regard 
to Boards of Health, to the amount perhaps of $800 00, in 
order to enable them to conduct their quarantine for the re- 
quisite period, after consultation with the Governor, it was de- 
cided to furnish them that amount or so much thereof as might be 
necessary. It was also decided that the amount was to be fur- 
nished in installments as needed, and that a statement of their 
expenditures was to be made to us. 

Their quarantine rules and regulations were submitted to us ` 
for approval. We suggested fifteen days detention so as to 
make them conform to the rules of the State Board, and thé 
insertion of an additional rule giving the Quarantine Officer 
the authority to apply such additional measures as might be 
deemed indispensable for the protection of the public health, 
and if such additional measures should be applied requiring 
him to report the fact to their Board at once, giving at the same 
time the reasons therefor. 

On May 10th, 1880, an order was issued to quarantine the 
port of Pascagoula on and after the 15th of May, or earlier if 
regarded necessary by the Jackson County Board of Health, 
against all ports defined as infected or that might be defined as 
infected by said Board ; said quarantine to be continued for 
such a time as might be regarded necessary. 

That Board having made application for -assistance, and 

sent the certificate of the Chancery Clerk that the Secretary 
and Treasurer had given bond?and security for $1000 00, on 
August 3d, 1880, four hundred dollars was drawn from the 
Auditor of Public Accounts on the cer tificate of the Secretary 
of the State Board of Health, endorsed by the President 
thereof, and approved by the Governor, as is provided by law, 
and the amount sent by express to them. 

On October 26th, 1880, $225 00 additional was drawn on 
their application and sent to them. 

The receipts for these amounts are in the hands of the Sec- 
retary of the State Board. Statements of their expenditures 
were made to us and are herewith submitted for your examina- 
tion. 
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Their quarantine was discontinued on November ist, 1880. 
Reports were made to us of their quarantine operations, 
which are herewith submitted. 

. We desire to call the attention of the Board to the decision 
as to the effect of the ‘‘ Act to amend the Statutes in regard 
to Boards of Health,” on the special law enacted in 1877 relat- 
ing to the county of Harrison, and of course applying also to 
the county of Hancock, and for this purpose we append the cor- 
respondence on the subject. The following letter from Dr. Geo. 
N. Smith, President of the Harrison County Board of Health, 
will explain itself: 


Pass Cunistran, April 15th, 1880. 
Wirr Jounston, M. D. 


My Dear Sir: It appears to me that the bill framed by the 
State Board of Health and passed by the Legislature at the 
last session, has left us, in this county, not only without a 
quarantine, but without a quarantine officer. Shouid the 
National Board of Health fail to establish a quarantine station 
at Ship Island, (which I fear they will do, from the lights 
before me,) what will your State Board do with us? Youare no 
doubt aware that we have a harbor two miles from onr town, 
wherejships drawing fifteen feet of water, enter direct from Ha- 
vana and other West India ports. It appears that the framers of 
the old quarantine law ignored that port, on act of their igno- 
rance of such port. It is our misfortune to be more exposed 
to yellow fever than any other portion of the State, both from 
abroad and at home, and thus far nothing has been done to 
protect us. I write you frankly about the facts that you may 
have it in your power to call attention of the State Board to 
them. 

Sincerely yours, etc., 
(Signed) Gro, N. Smrrs. 

To which the following reply was sent: 


Jackson, Miss., April 22d, 1880. 
Dr. Geo, N. Smith, Pass Christian, Miss.: 


Drar Sm: Yours of the 15th inst. has been received: 
When the State Board of Health framed the bill amending the 
Statutes in regard to Boards of Health, it was not the purpose 
to repeal the law approved in 1876 (1877) providing for Boards 
of Health in the counties of Harrison, Hancock and Jackson. 
In 1878, when the amendment to the State Board of Health 
law was presented to the Legislature, some of the representa- 
tives of the Sea-Coast counties preferred that they should not 
be placed under the jurisdiction of the State Board, and it 
was supposed the same feeling existed. 

The recent law was not passed as originally introduced, but 
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was amended in some particulars by the Legislature. For in- 
stance, a section was added repealing all acts or parts of acts 
in conflict with it, 

We would very much regret if you were without health laws 
adequate to your protection. However, the Executive Com- 
mittee of the State Board of Health, now in session, directs 
me to say that their opinion, based on high legal authority, is 
that the law approved in 1876 (1877,) so far as it relates to 
the counties of Harrison and Hancock, is not repealed and is 
still in full force and that your county should continue to ope- 
rate under its provisions. 

Very respectfully yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 


We afterwards received a communication from the Harrison 
County Board, dated May 24th 1880, inclosing their order đe- 
claring quarantine at the ports of that county on and after 
June Ist, 1880, until otherwise ordered. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Wirt Jounston, Chairman, 
C. A. Rio, M. D., 
Rospert KELIS, 
Executive Committee State Board of Health. © 


April 1st, 1881. 


~ 


REPORT OF SECRETARY. 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 


GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to submit my report as Secre- 
tay of the Board, from December Ist, 1879, to January Ist, 
On March 15th, 1880, a copy of the following circular letter 
was sent to each of the Presidents of the then existing County 
Boards of Health, to inform them of the amendment to the 
law abolishing those Boards and providing for a Chief Health 
Officer instead: 
Orrice State Boarp or HEALTH, 
Jackson, Miss., March 15, 1880. } 


Dear Docror: The Act amending the Statutes in regard to 
Boards of Health, approved March 4th, 1880, abolishes County 
Boards of Health and provides instead for the appointment of 
a County Health Oficer, by the Governor, on the nomination 
of the State Board of Health. The Health Officer is to receive 
a salary to be fixed by the Board of Supervisors, but is not to 
exceed the salary of the Superintendent of Education. 

The State Board will convene in this city on April 2d, for 
the purpose of making these nominations. 

Very truly yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 


And in order to also inform the Boards of Supervisors of the 
change in the law, a copy of the following circular letter was 
sent to the President of each: 


Orrice State Boarp or HEALTH, 
Jackson, March 18th, 1880. 


Dear Sir: The law amending the Statutes in regard to 
Boards of Health, approved March 4th, 1880, abolishes County 
Boards of Health, and Section 12 of that law provides for the 
appointment of a County Health Officer, by the Governor, on ` 
the nomination of the State Board of Health. The Health 
Officer is to receive a salary to be fixed by the Board of Super- 
visors, to be paid out of the county treasury, but is not to 
exceed the salary of the Superintendent of Education. It is 
also provided that any county remote from railways, navigable 
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streams and the sea-coast, and having a sparse population, may 
be exempt from the provisions of this section by application 
to the State Board of Health, made by the Board of Super- 
visors, provided the Board of Health deems it prudent and 
proper to grant such exemption. 
Very respectfully yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State. Board of Health. 


A copy of the law amending the Statutes in regard to Boards 
of Health, and a copy of the Sanitary Rules of the Board, with 


a copy of the following letter, were sent to each County Chief 
Health Officer after appointment: 


Orrice Mississipp1 Strats Board or -Heattu, 
Jackson, April 29th, 1880. 


Dear Docror: There have been sent you by mail, for your 
guidance as Chief Health Officer, a copy of the law amending 
the S-atutes in regard to Boards of Health and a copy of the 
Sanitary Rules of this Board. 

It is hoped you will use every effort to improve the general 
sanitary condition of your county, for it is to be remembered 
that itis our duty to endeavor to prevent other diseases, as 
well as epidemics. 

It would be well for you to try to secure the co-operation 
and support of the people, so as to enable you to discharge 
your duties more efficiently. 

Should a case of yellow fever, or a case suspicious in its 
character, occur in your county, it is desired that you will at 
once report the fact to this office, by telegraph. Should any 
other contagious or infectious disease make its appearance the 
report may be made by letter. 

It is expected that on the Ist of October of each year you 
will. make a written report to this Board, setting forth your 
actions. and giving a general statement of the diseases that 
have prevailed during the year, and the amount of sickness as 
compared with former years. 

It is also desired that you make suggestions in regard to 
sanitary reforms necessary in your county, and also include in 
it such other matters relating to your duties that may occur to 
you. 

It is suggested that you keep such notes as will enable you 
to make the report. 

It is also expected that you will at any time report any 
matter of interest. 

We will at all times be glad to render you such assistance as 
may be in onr power. 

Very truly yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 
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The address prepared by a committee of the Board, consist 
ing of Drs. Kittrell and Wright, to the authorities of incorpo- 
rated towns, urging the importance of keeping a record of 
vital statistics, was distributed to the Mayors of incorporated 
towns and the County Health Officers. 

I regret to say that so far as this office has been informed, 
very few of the towns have acted in accordance with the sug- 
gestion contained in the address. 

Thinking it was of great importance that each incorporated 
town in the State should organize a Board of Health, -the fol- 
lowing circular was sent to the Chief Health Officers of the 
counties : 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY Mississiprr Stare Boarp or HEALTH, 
Jackson, Miss., July Ist, 1880. _ } 


Dear Docror: Your attention is invited to the importance 
of each incorporated town in your county organizing a Board 
of Health, and it is requested that you communicate with the 
authorities of such towns and endeavor to induce them to 
organize a Board. If any town should not have the power, 
under its charter, to enforce Sanitary Rules, Section 11 of “an 
Act to amend the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health,” 
approved March 4th, 1880, gives them, according to the opin- 
ion of the Attorney-General, full and ample power to enforce 
ay, ordinance necessary for the protection of the public 

ealth. 

A copy of the Sanitary Rules of this Board has been sent 
to the Mayor of each town. 

Should any municipal Boards be organized in your county, 
or if any already exist, please have the kindness to furnish 
this office with the address of the Presidents. i 

The Legislature, at its last session, repealed the law that 
provided for the general registration of vital statistics, but 
Section 11 of the present law, provides for the registration in 
all incorporated towns. The State Board is desirous that the 
work should be undertaken by the towns, as you will perceive 
from the inclosed copy of an address to the authorities of 
towns, and your assistance is respectfully requested in the 
matter. A copy of the address has been mailed to the Mayor 
of each town in your county known to be incorporated. 

Very truly yours, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, 
_ Secretary State Board of Health. 


I am sorry to say that the organization of only a few Munici- 
pal Boards was reported to this office. 
~ In May, 1880, Dr. B. A. Vaughan, Chief Health Officer, re- 
- ported a case of small-pox in Lowndes county, three and a 
half miles from Columbus. Itis hardly necessary to state that 
the proper steps to secure isolation and non-intercourse as well 
as the vaccination of the other laborers on the place were at 
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once taken by that intelligent officer. No other case occurred 
there that we are informed of. 

In May, 1880, a communication was received from Dr. R. G. 
Wharton, a member of the Board, inquiring as to the power of 
the town government of Port Gibson to enforce an ordinance 
which he desired passed, requiring certain sanitary reforms, to 
which the following reply was sent: 


Jackson, Miss,, May 10th, 1880. 


Dear Docror— x i * K * i 
In regard to the power of your town government to make the 
sanitary reforms mentioned, I will state that I have just had an 
interview with the Attorney General, and he announces as a 
positive opinion, that even if no such power should be given by 
the act of incorporation, that Section 11 of the Act to amend 
the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health, confers full and 
ample power; that your town government can enforce any ordi- 
nance deemed necessary for the protection of the public health. 

Very truly, ete., 
Wirt JOHNSTON. 
-In June an application of the Harrison county Board of 
Health to the National Board of Health for assistance was ap- 
proved and forwarded, and in July an application of the Jack- 
son County Board, to the National Board, for assistance to 
equip their quarantine station, was approved and forwarded. 

In July a communication was received from the Tennessee 
State Board of Health, saying that in order to enforce their 
quarantine order against New Orleans, forbidding the intro- 
duction of certain articles, it would be necessary to infringe 
upon the territory of this State at Corinth, there being no: 
suitable locality at the line of their State, and asking the per- 
mission of our officers to doso. The matter was referred to 
Governor Stone, who granted the permission. 

In September Dr. Hill, President, appointed all of the mem- 
bers of the Board delegates to the American Public Health 
Association, which metin New Orleans in December. 

An invitation was received from the Louisiana State Board 
of Health to send delegates to a Quarantine Conference, which 
was held in New Orleans during the session of the American 
Public Health Association. A letter was written to that Board 
accepting the invitation, and the President, Dr. Hill, being 
informed, appointed delegates. 

The following Health Officers resigned during the year: 

Dr. J. R. Slaton, of Tate county; Dr. A. A. Wheat, of Tal- 
lahatchie county, and Dr. G. K. Harrington, of Hinds county. 

Dr. R. D. Farish, of Issaquena county, declined to accept 
the appointment as Health Officer of his county. 

It becomes my sad duty to report the death of Dr. H, C. Mc- 
Laurin, Chief Health Officer of Rankin county. He was an 
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estimable gentleman, a skillful physician and an efficient Health 
Officer. 

Annual reports for the year ending October Ist, 1880, were 
received from the Health Officers of the following counties: 

Adams, Alcorn, Attala, Bolivar, Benton, Carroll, Chickasaw, 
Claiborne, Clarke, Copiah, Coahoma, DeSoto, Grenada, Holmes, 
Jefferson, Kemper, Lincoln, Lowndes, Lafayette, Lee, Leflore, 
Leake, Monroe, Madison, Marshall, Newton, Noxubee, Oktib- 
beha, Prentiss, Panola, Sharkey, Simpson, Sumner, Tishomingo, 
Tippah, Warren, Washington, Wilkinson, Yalobusha, Yazoo. 

We have received the following publications since my last 
report: 

Alabama—Circular No. 3 of the State Board of Health. 

Connecticut—Third Annual Report State Board of Health. 

California—-Report of State Board of Health 1879—1880. 
Report of the Committee on Public Hygiene and State Medi- 
cine, made to the State Medical Society. 
ae ado—-Arnual Report State Board of Health 1879—~ 

8 

Delaware—Biennial Report State Board of Health 1879— 
1880. 

District of Columbia—Report of Health Officer 1879. 

Georgia—-Third Annual Report of the Board of Health of 
the city Pot Augusta. A pamphlet on National Sanitation, by 
J. ©. LeHardy, M. D., Savannah. 

Illinois—Second Annual Report State Board of Health. 

Louisiana-—Annual Reports State Board of Health 1879 and 
1880. Rules and Regulations State Board of Health. Report 
of Committee of New Orleans Auxilary Sanitary Association 
on the Construction and Management of Privies. 

Massachusetts—Eleventh Annual Report State Board of 
Health. First Annual Report State Board of Health, Lunacy 
and Charities. Thirty-eighth Registration Report. 

Michigan—Seventh Annual Report State Board of Health. 

Missouri—Annual Report of the Health Commissioner of 
the city of St. Lonis. 

New York—Fourtk and Fifth Annual Reports of the Board 
of Health of the city of Utica. First Annual Report of the 
Sanitary Reform Society of New York. 

Ohio—Thirteenth Annual Report of the Health Department 
of the city of Cincinnati. 

Pennsylvania—Annual Report of the Health Officer of the 
city of Philadelphia. Report of the Board of Health of the 
city of Reading, 1880. 

Rhode Island—Second Annual Report State Board of Health. 
Twenty-seventh Registration Report. 

Tennessee—First and Second Annual Reports Taxing Dis- 
trict of Shelby County. 

Vermont—Annual Report of the Health Officer of the city of 
Burlington. 
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Virginia-—-Report of the Board of Health, Births, Marriages 
and Deaths of the city of Richmond, 1879. 

Wisconsin—Fourth Annual Report State Board of Health. 

Sanitary and Statistical Report of the Surgeon-General U. S. 
Navy, 1879. 

Respectfully submitted. 

WIRT JOHNSTON, 
Secretary. 
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EXPENSES OF THE BOARD FROM DECEMBER Ist, 1879, to 
JANUARY Ist, 1881.. 


Expenses incurred by members in attending meetings: 


Meeting on December 17th and 18th, 1879, at Jackson: 


ie ACC a a eile ay, So lents ha A ahi eae ees $ 20 00 
CARCU a oid us Gita, Sd de ane ee ead 12 50 
Ee WOON CVE, ead eck aoa yak yee eer Ae Ree Core 22 74 
Se Geis DEHE an ee a OOP Pe Sea: se D0 
eo, B. Redwood...... stot A ts thane eh Get ca ee eG 14 00 
De ROU @ trails ahd, oh Bereta ie Gas ae a> Ack ch Gok Ee dee we 34 75 


#182 50 


Expenses and per diem, meeting on April 2d, 3d, 5th, and 
6th, 1880, at Jackson: 


CARICE fossa eas Sates hod tee aA $ 38 00 
B-A AS EUR OH on vo RE eee hes diate EENE ne eee 48 50 
DIr EPCS Sk ae Va ele ote Sere Ake ee oR ait mer crate 39 35 
Jd. W. Bennett. cana ce hear De Gad cea teen sereen 34 50 
aJ. M. Taylor... en saaara 65 00 
Ropert Kells aeee aeee r ad ela ne E EEA 12 00 
SNV D. r 2 shee e tals wee ea hein eed oe ce ween Bt EEA 49 50 
ToD: 1SOMseiad aiea ied awe pao eon re we 37 45 
SOONG DENCY voce rls Rives ex nutas Wee iee eee moe es 42 50 
E P Sailon alee te eet bal oe ee a ead eas 33 00 
R Go WRONG 4a eli nea a 4h tated woe OTA awe 29 00 
P. J. NCCOMMICK fois tue) cae ore tales Varese ate cored 28 30 
Geo. E. Redwood. .... 0... 0. ccc cc ee ew ee ee eee 21 00 
DOW AW HIGIU, in wow Soe oe Gee al tee a KA 41 00 

$519 10 


STATIONARY AND PRINTING FROM PUBLIC PRINTER, 


1879. 
*August 30. 250 Certificates for Quarantine Stations..$ 3 00 
*August 30. 500 Bills of Health for steamboats for 


Quarantine Stations................-. 7 50 
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*Sept. 3. 105 Postal cards, printed.... .......... 1 25 
1880. 
Marci 17. 500 Official size envelopes, printed...... 4 50 
March 17. 1000 No. 6 envelopes, printed.......... 6 00 
March 17. 1 ream letter-heads.................-. 6 00 
March 17. 300 copies cf Act to amend the Statutes 
oo in regard to Boards of Health........ 20 00 
March 20. 1000 copies Sanitary Rules and Regula- 
HONS... ce eee ee eee 55 00 
June 9. 250 letter-heads for President.......... 3 00 
June 9. 250 No. 6 envelopes for President .. 3 00 
June 80. 1000 copies Quarantine Rules and Regu- 
lationS. 2... eee eee ce eee eee 49 50 
July 1. 300 letter circulars urging the organiza- 
tion of Municipal Boards............ 4 00 
July 5, 75 letter circulars calling attention to the 
importance of Registration of Vital 
Statistics by Towns ................ 2 50 
July 16. 250 copies quarantine order against New 
' Orleans........ 0... cee naro eee 3 50 
July 30. 250 circulars rescinding quarantine order 
against New Orleans.... ..........-. 2 75 
Sept. 23. 1 ream letter heads.... ........ 6 00 
October 23. 50 postal cards to County ILealth Officers, 1 50 
Dee. 4. 75 postal cards relating to scarlet fever, 1 75 
Dee. 6. 1000 pamphlets on the Restriction and 
Prevention of Scarlet Fever.......... 20 00 
$200 75 


We also received from Sccretary of State and Auditor: 
1 letter press and fixtures. 
1 file for papers. 
4+ ream legal cap paper. 
1 box pens. 
1 double letter size hektograph. 
1 quart of ink. 


*These items were omitted i in the Public Printer’ s account 
for 1879. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF SECRETARY FOR FOSTAGE, EX- 
PRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS FROM DECEMBER Ist, 1879, 
TO JANUARY Ist, 1881. 


1880. DR. 

March 9. To amount from Auditor.............. $ 25 00 
June 5. To amount from Auditor.... .......... 30 00 
August 3. To amount from Auditor.............. 25 00 


To amount due Secretary to balance..... 3 22 


1879. 


By amount due Secretary on statement up to December | 


1st, 1879 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


1880. 


January. 


March 
March 
March 
Apri! 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
May 
June 
June 
June 
June 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


August 
Sept. 
Sept. 
October 
October 
October 
October 
October 
October 
Nov. 
Dec. 


9, 
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CR. 


By postage stamps.... ....... 


8. By postage stamps........... 


15. 
31. 


By postage stamps............ 
By postage stamps.......-.... 


By P. O. Box rent, ete........ 


By telegram sent .......... 


. By postal wrappers........ .. 
. By postage stamps........... 
. By postal wrappers.... ...... 
. By telegram 
. By postage stamps. ................ 
. By postal wrappers ......... 

. By postal cards.. oa 
. By amount sent Dr. Hill, President, for 
postage for his office....... 


By P. Ò. DOR: rent. ... oo soar 


es.. sosto e ageso‘ 


By postal wrappers........... 


By telegram sent ............ 


. By stamped envelopes, (1 cent) 


By telegram sent............ 
By telegram received......... 
By postage stamps........... 


. By telegram received......... 
. By stamped envelopes, (1 cent) and 


stamps, (3 cents).......... 
By telegram sent............ 


By telegrams received and sent. 


By postal cards and wrappers 


eces. >.. »ons 


. By postage stamps and wrappers.... ... 
. By postage stamps........... 
. By postage stamps and wrappers....... 
. By P. O. Box rent, ete........ 
. By postage stamps........... 


eoomeecenve 


“eee tenve 


Oe 


os, eo ew we 


e.: . oroo 


. By stamped oo z cent)... 
. By telegram reccived. ae 
. By telegram SONG. ook. okai 
. By telegrams received, 25 and 70 cts.... 


oe ee ee ewe 


s... .. b. 


oe remorse 


eo as.. ee 


s. e @ eee 


. By telegrams received and sent..... f 
. By telegrams received and sent 
. By P. O. box rent.. 


se ee ec ewe 


a 2 ee ee me 


. By telegrams received and sent.. 
. By telegram SONG Ante G504 a 

22. By postal ecards 2 ....05.008 +s 
. By postage stanips..........6 
. By postal cards). .4.:i0.30. o.n. 


oo eseo’ 


et ee þei pd 


REO RE OR e 


on 


m Yegan Fe 


pi 


bo 


m O OO i Ret et pe 


mo à o 
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Dec. 20. By postage stamps................... 2 00 
Dec. 22. By postal cards. ..........- 0. ee eee eee 25 
$ 83 22 


Expenses and per diem of Dr, L.L paungens sent to New 
Orleans as an Inspector: 


1880. 
October 26th......asnessses ek les eo eee ee ee es $ 104 95 


Salary of Secretary from December 1st, 1879, to March 


1st, 1880 @ $250 00 per annum................ $ 62 50 
From March 4th, 1880, to January 1881, @ $800 00 per 

ADRUM resone caren — Guabbeat ene EE E EE 66 

$ 729 16 


Amount furnished Jackson County Board of Health under 
the provisions of Section 14 of an Act Supplementary to an 
Act to amend the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health: 
1880. 


Anons t Sde ts aan as T E had nes $ 400 00 
Octeber 26th.......2......... biennial ata E car eat et 225 00 


— 


$ 625 00 


REPORTS OF CHIEF HEALTH OFFICERS 


Or COUNTIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1880. 


COPIAH COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. G. W. Purnell, Chief Health Officer. 


eee o ae 


To the Board of Health, State of Mississippi: 


GENTLEMEN.. I have the honor to make the following report 
of the health of Copiah County, and of my actions, for the 
last six months: 

Copiah County is one of the largest, most populous, and 
prosperous counties in our State. Our Eastern boundary is 
Pearl River, which river, from frequent overflows, furnishes an 
abundance of material for the propagation of malarial fevers. 
Bayou Pierre runs through our western portion, and also, from 
the thick, dense swamps that line its bauks, is the home of all 
malarial fevers. Numerous little creeks intersect the county 
through its whole extent, subject to overflow after each hard 
rain, and are breeding places of miasma. Of course then 
malarial fevers are more prevalent than any disease. During 
the month of April a great deal of rain fell, with rather low 
temperature, and but little sickness. The month of May was 
warin and dry, and dysentery, roseola, measles, mumps and 
whooping cough were more or less prevalent all over the 
county ; also typhoid fever in some localities, but the mortality 
was very small. The first part of May was healthy, with rainy 
weather, as was the latter part, with a drought extending 
through June into July to the latter portion, when heavy rains 
fell. Dysentery also prevailed to a limited extent through the 
month of June. The month of July was one of the healthiest 
of the year. During the month of August the weather was 
very changeable—the first part pleasant, the latter portion warm- 
er. During this month, intermittent, bilious, and congestive 
fevers were very prevalent through the western portion of our 
county. During the month of September, with its heavy rain- 
fall, malarial fevers of the same types were prevalent in va- 
rious portions of the county with the exception of the central 
portion principally. But taking it on the whole, in comparison 
with former years, and leaving out a small portion of our north- 
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western section, the health of the county has been better than 
for several years, and will compare favorably with that of any 
preceding year. 

I have visited various portions of the county, and have en- 
deavored to instil into the people an interest in public health 
affairs, but fiad it an up-hill business, Even in my own town, 
Hazlehurst, everyone seems lithargic, and as long as there are 
no rumors of yellow fever, are willing to go on in the old 
beaten track, trusting in Providence until an epidemic threatens, 
and then trusting to their powers of locomotion. With our 
people, health matters are in their infancy, and until 1878 it 
was the settled opinion that yellow fever could: not spread in 
the piney woods. Our having had no epidemic since that year 
seems now to re-confirm them in their original opinion. 

The public buildings of our county are very few. I found 
the ventilation of our county jail very deficient, but succeeded 
in getting a very rigid and economical board of supervisors to 

- have additional windows put in. 

I have written to theiseveral boards of mayor and aldermen 
of each of our incorporated towns, and insisted upon the estab- 
lishment of Boards of Health in each town respectively, which 
generally has been done. 

In my own town I had considerable trouble to have ordi- 
nances passed requiring registration and the requiring of burial 
permits. Other portions of the county I have not heard from 
in regard to these matters. : 

I have examined the drinking water in various portions of 
our county, and, with a very few exceptions, have found it 
pure and good. 

I believe Copiah County can show, for the last six months, 
as good a billof health with as low a death rate, as any in the 
State. 


CHICKASAW COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. S. Cain, Chief Health Officer. 


t 


To the Honorable Board of Health of the State of Mississippi : 


GENTLEMEN : In accordance with instructions contained in 
your circular of April 29th, 1880, I herewith submit my report 
as Health Officer of Chickasaw County for the year ending 

z October the 1st, 1880. 

According to instructions contained in said circular, and my 
interpretation of the “Act to amend the Statutes in regard to 
Boards of Health,” I have endeavored to maintain a careful 
supervision over my county, and have sought to foresee and 
anticipate any agency which in my judgment might lead to 
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the development of disease amongst our people; and had such 
ageucies’ manifested themselves, would have taken prompt 
measures to have removed or abated the same. But I am 
pleased to report that general good health has prevailed 
throughout the entire county during the year. No contagious, 
infectious or epidemic diseases have prevailed, and no marked 
types of any character of disease have been noted. 

The physicians of the county generally manifest a lauda- 
ble willingness to aid and co-operate in the contemplated plan 
of preventive sanitation, but the people will require much 
education on that subject, before they will appreciate preven- 
tive measures, or voluntarily aid in their enforeement—the 
prevailing sentiment among them being that the physician’s 
duties only commence after disease has taken hold of them. 

There has been a marked diminution of disease in this 
county during the past year, “as compared with former 
years,” Besides, the diseases which have occurred have been 
more tractable, and amenable to treatment than usual, and the 
mortuary lists have been exceedingly small. 


CAUSES FOR DISEASE, 


The western two-thirds of this county consists of the ele- 
vated hilly region known as Pontotoc Ridge‘ gradually sloping 
westward and becoming what is known as the Piney Flat 
Woods, This region is usually well drained, and with the ex- 
ception of now and then a small malaria-generating locality, 
which, under favorable conditions produce their summer and 
fall crop of intermittents, remittents, ete., is unusually exempt 
from disease. The water used is usually obtained from wells, 
sunk from fifteen to thirty fect in the sandy soil, These, I 
think, are often injudiciously located so as to receive the 
sipeage from stable lots, stock yards, etc. 

The Eastern third of the county consists of the head or 
Northern extremity of the East Mississippi Prairie region, 
and is the most elevated and best drained portion of that re- 
gion. Here, I am satisfied the drinking water affords the most 
fruitful cause of disease. The water is generally obtained 
from cisterns cut in the rotten limestone rock which underlies 
the entire region at a distance of from one to fifteen feet from 
the surface. The water, with but few exceptions, sipes into 
the cisterns during the winter and spring, percolating through 
tLe spongy soil, and earrying the impurities with it from the 
surface of the earth. Especially in thickly settled communities 
like Okolona, I am convinced that this drainage from surface 
impurities into the cisterns, is a very common cause of disease, 
and to it I have with much certainty in former years traced 
several outbreaks of zymotic diseases. I have sought to have 
this remedied by ordinances of the town, forcing all citizens to 
cement their cisterns, so as to prevent sipeage, but up to this 
time have not succeeded. These, with the autogenetic agen- 
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cies, inseparable from careless filthy humanity, especially when 
dwelling in over-crowded, ill-ventilated abodes, as many of our 
negroes wiil do from preference, are the only causes which 
would likely produce disease in this county or foster and 
develop epidemics if introduced from elsewhere. 

I believe that the law should be so amended as to provide 
and fix the compensation of County Health Officers upon some 
equitable plan, and not leave it to the discretion of Boards of 
Supervisors, which are usually composed of men not apprecia- 
tive of preventive measures. 


eel 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. N. L. Guice, Chief Health Officer. 


To the State Board of Health: 


GENTLEMEN : I would. respectfully report, that since my 
appointment as “Chief Health Officer” of this county, (in 
, April,) I have performed the following official services, to-wit: 

May 5. Examined the drinking water (a well) of a family 
and finding it impure, condemned and closed the well. Pro- 
tracted ill health of the family led to suspicion of impurity of 
the water. Family in good health since. Other specimens of 
drinking water have been examined and in all cases found 
pure. 

May 10. Memorialized Board of Aldermen of Fayette, 
urging that the town be cleansed and kept in good sanitary 
condition during the summer months. Recommendation im- 
mediately carried out. 

May 14. Procured the publication of the Rules and Regula- 
tions of the State Board of Health in the county paper. 

May 21. Published an Address to the people, calling at- 
tention to the efforts being made by the State to improve our 
sanitary condition, and urging strict compliance with Rules 
and Regulations of State Board of Health. 

June 1. Diphtheria was discovered in a white family of five 
persons. Measures were at once instituted to prevent the 
spread of the disease beyond the house occupied by the family. 
Three cases occurred in the house, all ending in recovery. 
Prior to the discovery of the nature of the disease, however, a 
family living in sight of the infected house had visited the 
sick without reserve. Two of the three persons composing 
this family also had the disease. ‘These families composed 
a part’of the tenant force of a large plantation in the country. 
Up to this date no case of the disease has occurred beyond the 
two houses mentioned. The entire tenant force of that plant-- 
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ation consisted of twenty families, and but for the rigid pre- 
cautionary measures enforced the disease must have spread 
over the place. 

In the month of June I visited six public school buildings 
of this county. The location and sanitary surroundings of 
these buildings were found to be good, These buildings were 
evidently not constructed for comfort, nor planned by a skill- 
ful sanitary engineer. They are all poorly supplied with light, 
none having more than half as much as will enable the pupil 
to study with ease and comfort tothe eye. These six schoo. 
houses furnish a fair average of all such buildings in the 
county, aud hence it is safe to presume that there is no school 
building in the county constructed tpon correct principles] 
Public sanitation being in its infancy here, the comfort or pre- 
servation of the eye of the pupil have not been duly consid- 
ered in the construction of these buildings. 

In July I procured the adoption of ordinances by the towns 
of Fayette and Rodney, enforcing registration of all deaths in 
these towns. These ordinances were drafted by myself and 
call for the record of ail needed information. They also make 
it incumbent on the proper officers to furnish a copy of the 
record to any State officer when called for. 

July 20 I wrote out instructions and forwarded same to 
agents of steamboat landings in the county, procuring the en- 
forcement of State Board of Health order of 16th July. On 
August 3d these agents were also informed by me of the ad- 
ditional order of State Board of July 30. 

In response to a circular sent to all practising physicians of 
this county in May last, asking for such information (to be 
furnished in September) as would enable me to report most ac- 
curately to the State Board of Health, only five responses have 
been received. The information supplied by these letters, 
coupled with my own personal observation, enable me to re- 
port that the present has been an uncommonly healthy year in 
` this county. Pneumonia and catarrhal diseases prevailed to 
a lhmited extent during the winter and spring months, and the 
deaths from pneumonia were certainly not as numerous as in 
the preceding year. Pneumonia was this year, as formerly, 
more prevalent and more fatal with the colored than with the 
white population. This is due mainly to the wretched hy- 
gienic surroundings of the average negro. 

Pertussis has prevailed in some sections of the county dur- 
ing this year. Very few deaths are reported from this disease. 
A mild form of measles reported in a ‘single neighborhood. 
Dr. J. N. McPherson reports “a few cases of typhoid fever on 
the northern border of the county,” and says, “the above- 
named diseaseis on the increase here, as a few years ago it 
was almost unknown in this neighborhood.” This disease is 
certainly very rare in this county since tbe close of the war. 
Dr. McPherson could not trace the origin of the disease to a 
' definite cause, ` 


[4] 


Dr. P. H. Wade reports that gonorrhea is very prevalent in 
his community, and is mainly confined to the negro race. He 
reports an increased number of cases of abortion, and attributes 
the majority of cases to gonorrhoea. Malarial fevers have been 
less prevalent this year. : 

I am happy to report that the people are strongly inclined to ~ 
aid me in all matters or measures suggested or adopted in the 
interest of the public health. This much, however, I cannot 
say of some of our practicing physicians. These physicians 
are far from obstructing efforts to improve public health. I 
can only complain of their lack of interest in sanitary mat- 
ters, This, I think, will not prove a constant barrier in this 
county. It is only necessary that these gentlemen shall be 
convinced that they are neglecting a duty owed by them to the 
public, and this, I think, can be. accomplished by a little far- 
ther effort on my part. 

Upon the opening of the public schools itis my intention 
to vaccinate as many as possible of the school children in the 
county. This can be done most economically b» visiting each 
school, No charge will be made against parents for this ser- 
vice. 

The people here appear to appreciate the efforts at public 
sanitation now being made by the State, and [am convinced 
that they are prepared to yield cheerful obedience, or even a 
helping hand, to the authorities in promoting the interests of 
the public health. 


KEMPER COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. L. M. McLendon, Chief Health Officer. 


Gentlemen of the State Board of Health: 


In obedience to your instructions I hereby submit the fol- 
lowing report as Chief Health Officer of Kemper County : 


I have just completed a thorough canvass of every portion 
of the county, and have taken a close sanitary view of places 
that have been considered “ sickly,” and of these I gave more 
time and attention, to places where typhoid fever and diphthe- 
ria have prevailed in former years. 

Taken as a whole, the sanitary condition is comparatively 
good. The total sickness from all causes -has been twenty-five 
per cent. less than last year. But what it lacks in amount has 
been to some extent made up in severity, as the death rate 
from all causes has been ten per cent, greater than last year. 
The percentage of both sickness and deaths, has been about 
equally divided between the white and colored races, with a 
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marked tendency to increase of consumption among the latter. 

The prevailing diseases have been malarial fever, and in the 
latter part of the summer they were prone to dangerous con- 
gestions, but when properly treated rarely terminated fatally. 
I have advised the people as to the proper location of their 
dwellings in malarial localities, specially warning them against 
locating their houses near the head of deep hollows or ravines 
terminating in swamps or lagoons that dry up iu summer, as 
I find this to be oftener an unsuspected cause of malarial 
troubles than any other among the uniformed. There have 
been afew cases of so-called yellow chills (malaria) hama- 
turia) in this.county. 

There has been some typhoid fever in different portions of 
the county, mostly of a mild type. I have tested the drinking 
water at every place where it has been this year, and also in 
former years, and have found it to contain organic impurities 
in almostall of the specimens. At one place there was a case 
this year, and the patient having a had diarrheea and involutary 
discharges, soiled the bedding very much. This bedding being 
washed in the yard above the well and the water in which it 
was washed poured out on the spot and ran down to the well 
and some of it was seen to run in the well. All who drank 
regularly of the water after this, were taken with typhoid 
fever, until six persons were taken in rapid succession, after 
which time the use of the well was stopped and no more cases 
occured. The first case at this place is supposed to have been 
contracted elsewhere. 

With regard to diphtheria, I find the medical profession divi- 
ded on the issue whether or not we have had any in the county. 
Some of them say it is diphtheria and others say it is not. 
Without taking sides in the controversy, I must say that if 
there is a distinction between diphtheria and the ‘‘sore throat” 
that we have here, it is a distinction without a practical dif- 
ference. I find that it almost always attacks all the children 
of a family when once started, and thaw it is speedily fatal if 
not promptly treated. Therefore I take all proper steps to 
prevent infection and spreading, and have always succeeded 
when I have been notified in time. It is greatly dreaded by 
the’ people who scem to be very glad that there is a Health 
Officer to look after it. 

With this exception we have had no epidemics this year ex- 
cept a little whooping cough in one corner of the county. 

I have examined the drinking water in every neignborhood 
in the county, and find it very pure except the instances given 
above in considering typhoid fever, finding nothing wrong with 
it except what may be remedied by being kept cleaned out. 
This applies exclusively to the wells. The epiimge and cisterns 
are all right in every particular. 

I find nothing wrong worthy of interference in the privy 
system, the ventilation and accumulations of hotels, etc., in 
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the small towns. And in the ventilation of public buildings, 
our courthouse is, I think, defective with regard to ways of 
escape in case of fire. 


LEAKE COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. W. R. Blailock, Chief Health Officer. 


Wirt Johnston, M. D., Secretary State Board of Health: 

In compliance with your instructions, I send a statement of 
my doings as Health Officer, the diseases that have prevailed 
during the year, etc. 

On “entering upon the duties of my office I endeavored to 
let the people know that a new health law was existing, calling 
attention to the powers 6f the State Board of Health and to 
the Rules adopted by that Board. 

I earnestly solicited all citizens of the county to co-operate 
with me in the enforcement of these Rules, assuring them that 
much good might be accomplished. 

I especially requested the physicians of the county 
to assist me by reporting any matters that might come 
under their observation, requiring attention from a sanitary 
point of view, assuring them that any suggestions they might 
be kind enough to make would be thankfully received, and 
would receive prompt attention. J] also asked them to send 
me reports about September 20th of the prevailing diseases of 
the year, and the amount of sickness as compared to previous 
years. 

This is a synopsis of an article which I had published in 
The Carthagenian, copies of which were sent to all parts of - 
the county. 

.I next had a circular issued giving the Sanitary Rules 
adopted by the State Board, which I considered more especially 
applicable to the county at lar ge, į. e., from Rule & to’ 19 inclu- 
sive, and Section 10 of the law. Lalso suggested that any one 
in the county who might be suspicious of the purity of his 
drinking water would-furnish me with a specimen of it in order 
that I might analyze and give directions for purifying, if impu- 
rities were found. The ‘other Rules I copied and posted so 
that they might be read by every one. 

I reported a stagnant pool of water near the corporate limits 
of Carthage, to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. Action 
was at once taken for its drainage. 

In response to the call I made on physicians, except in 
cases where I interrogated them personally in regard to pre- 
prevailing diseases, T have not received a single syllable, but 
from the people at ‘large Ihave. The law seems to take well - 
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with them, and I believe there will be no difficulties interposed 
by them in its strictest enforcement. 

I have been furnished with numbers of specimens of dr. nk- 
ing water, some of which were very impure. In the determi- 
nation of the potability of water [ have depended as much 
upon the microscopic examination of the sediment as upon 
chemical tests. I unhesitatingly condemn water as unsuitable 
for drinking purposes if I find the sediment consisting of cryp- 
togamous plants and animal life, or of either to any consider- 
able extent. 

My notes of prevailing diseases were taken in a general way, 
and as I have no definite data of previous years, I shall not 
attempt a numerical comparison, but give it in a general way. 

1880—A pril, May and June, dysenter y, typhoid fever, catar- 
rhal affections and some malaria were unusually prevalent in 
some parts of the county. As compared to the same months of 
1876-7-8 and 9, it is much greater. July, August, September, 
all parts of the county unusually healthy; less sickness by far 
than occurred during either of the years above cited. 

The immunity from sickness during the past six months is, , 
I think, a natural sequence of the frequent floods of rain that 
occurred during those months. 

In the way of sanitary reforms necessary in this ana 
indeed, it can be classed under this head—I would suggest the 
early adoption of some measures that will secure a registration 
of deaths and births. 

I mention this subject with all deference, knowing that the 
State Board of Health recognizes fully the importance of vital 
statistics ; but doubts the wisdom of asserting the power 
which is certainly delegated to it by the law of compelling 
reports. I am aware that many difficulties would arise were 
such measures taken; violent opposition would be expected 
from the great bulk of irregular practitioners, as they have a 
penchant for cbscuring and “keeping in the back-ground deaths 
that occur under their charge, and in fact of opposing every- 
thing calculated to enlighten and promote the advancement of 
medicine. But as regards regular practitioners, quite the re- 
verse I believe to be true. I think if they were required to 
report :all deaths and births monthly, that after a short time 
most of them would take pleasure in making reports, and that, 
too, without compensation. Such laws are in operation in 
several States and work very well. Dr. Rauch, Secretary State 
Board of Health, Ilinois, stated to the Conference on Vital 
Statistics, which assembled at Washington City, D. C., re- 
cently, that they had a law in Illinois, requiring physicians to 
report deaths, and that there was practically no trouble until 
the question of fee was raised in one of the County Medical 
Societies. 

In Mississippi, where any one can practice the ‘‘ healing 
art,” (even if the sum total of his knowledge consists in his 
having seen at some period of his life, through a powerful 
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telescope, some of the fiy-leaves of an antiquated work on 
Midwifery,) without paying any privilege tax, I think it would 
be a reasonable request toask those engaged in practice to 
report their deachs and births at least ohce a month. 

It seems to me that until we can have vital records, the 
results of our work as sanitarians must remain conjectural 
and indefinite. If it could be demonstrated by actual numbers, 
so as to adapt it to the unprofessional understanding, that the 
death rate has been reduced by appropriate sanitary measures, 
the Health Law would become an indestructable part of the 
organic laws of the State. 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. B. A. Vaughan, Chief Health Officer. 


Mississippi State Board of Health: 


GeNTLEMEN—Herewith please find report of my actions as 
Chief Health Officer of the county of Lowndes. 

Immediately after my appointment as Health Officer I sent 
the following communication to the Honorable Board of Su- 
pervisors, Lowndes county: 


“GeNTLEMEN—The State of Mississippi, having by law em- 
barked in the field of Public Health, seeking its protection, I 
beg through you to present to the whole people of the county 
the following brief statistical argument, to not only refute the 
opinion commonly expressed, that old counties like Lowndes 
need no especial sanitation, but to induce your honorable 
body and the people to encourage sanitation and its enforce- 
ment. 

“I beg to call your attention to the fact, that in eleven cities 
and shires in England, settled and builded thirteen hundred 
years ago, and who recently entered upon a general system of 
sanitation, and who have now given to the public the fact that 
the first eight years of their sanitary experience resulted in 
the saving of five thousand, two hundred and eighty lives, 
worth to the country eleven million, six hundred and sixteen 
thousand dollars. 

“The county of Lowndes has had in past years an annual 
mortality of about 22 per 1000 of population; under a well- 
executed system of sanitation this mortality would likely. be 
reduced to 12 per 1000, saving to the State and county an- 
nually the lives of about 180 people, and their burial expenses 
of, say, $4500 annually, together with a greater amount paid 
for medical attention, medicine and nursing, while the State 
loses in economic value their labor, amounting to the consid- 
erable sum of $940,000. 

“The State hopes, by attention to public health, to free the 
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people from yellow fever, typhoid fever, typho-malarial fever, 
diphtheria, scarlet fever, and most epidemics. 

“The estimate is a reasonable one, that with assistance by 
perfect sanitation, Lowndes county would save not only the 
pain and suffering ‘of sickness to a large number of her people, 
but would save annually near $70,000. 

“Respectfully submitted, 
“B. A. Vaueuan, M.D., 
“Chief Health Officer Lowndes county. 
“Columbus, April, 1880.” 


To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen, I at the 
same time addressed the following open letter, previously pre- 
pared: 


“The superior natural advantages your city possesses, by 
reason of locality, have in the past been so beneficial that 
little legislation on sanitation has been had. 

“Situate as is your city at the confluence of the Tombigbee 
and Luxapalilla rivers, on a range of hills ranging north and 
south, with one river on the east, “the other on the west of the 
range ‘of hills, with Moore’s Creek skirting the north-west side 
of these hills, the water shed from rain-storms, (assisted as is 
these natural drains by some city works) may be said to be 
generally complete. Your soil and sub soil are excellent for 
sanitation, the surface soil being a sparsely formed sand knuwn 
as ‘Tombigbee sand,’ with a sub-soil of clay, gravel and blue 
sand-stone, whose dip leads to the larger stream on the east, 
give splendid soil drainage, while the sandy plateau reaching 
the Luxapalilla on the east, keeps measurably drained the 
clay sub soil of your hills. 

Sirs, with these natural advantages, your people have been 
blessed with more than average health, No epidemic disease 
has ever scourged you, and for the year just past your mortu- 
ary bills show the very low death rate of 9.67 per 1000. 

‘Still your sanitary condition is far from what it ought to 
be, and what your honorable body can make it. My relation 
to your city as a member of the Board of Health, has given 
me the incentive to study carefully and patiently the sanita- 
tion of your city; and to promote its improvement, I address 
you this letter through the public prints. 

“Columbus, forty years ago, attained about the size she now 
is. In all that period some parts of your city have paid little 
or no atténtion to the observance of sanitary rules. With your 
natural surface and soil drainage, some places are notably satu- 
rated with foulness. The construction of your houses in that 
portion of your city known as the Fire District, is such that the 
water shed is from both front and rear. From the front the 
gutter drainage is good; from the rear no provision is made 
for drainage of either storm or wash-water, but the whole is 
left to saturate the soil, fill the cellars and saturate the walls 
of your buildings. Here, too, are your privy-vaults, cess-pools 
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and other wastes; these have occupied the same sites for a 
generation—constructed of porous brick, or a mere hole in 
the ground, the soil must be, and is, alarmingly foul, nor can 
human skill make suéh structures sanitarily wholesome. 
Every such excavation in your city should be filled with dry 
earth, especially those situate in cellar or court of tbe squares 
above referred to. 

“With not an underground sewer in the city to assist the 
drainage of foul soil, the escape by these people has been won- 
derful. Kitehen waste and garbage are generally neglected. 
I venture that not a hotel, boarding-house, restaurant or pri- 
vate family house has.a well-constructed grease-trap or garb- 
age-bin on their premises, but such waste is trusted entirely to 
surface drainage. or to poison the soil on which it is thrown, 
if not soon washed by a rain-storm. The situation of hotels, 
boarding houses and restaurants is generally such that if they 
poison themselves they also poison their neighbors. I submit 
that this steady system of potsoning be arrested by proper or- 
dinances. 

“That properimprovements may be made, I suggest a house- 
to-house inspection be had, by a competent person, who knows 
what to look for, where to look for it, when he has found what he 
seeks, and how to remedy it. This inspection should extend to: 
in the house, out of the house, kitchen, yard and surround- 
ings, water supply, and especially water-waste, | 

“ Water supply! and water waste! These are grave ques- 
tions. and to which I have given much thought. Your supply 
` may be said to be sipe wells, with a few artesian wells. I have 
examined for organic impurities: eighteen wells—some on the 
Bigbee bluff, some on the Luxapalilla plateau, some on the 
hills. In all the sipe wells I found organic matter. The ar- 
` tesian wells are at times nearly free of organic matter, aud ,at 
other times foully offensive. The city reservoir,a few days after 
pumping and before a rainfall, is nearly free from organic mat- 
ter; on pump days, equal to best artesian well water; just after 
a heavy rain fall itis foul. With a proper receptacle to pump 
from, protected from rain-fall and freely used, I regurd this 
water as the best to be obtained. This supply is also a very 
important factor in your public health, because of its utility in 
flushing places not reached by rain-storms, and at seasons when 
rain-storms are seldom, 

“ Drainage by straitening Moore’s Creek, as well as better en- 
gineering in gutter drainage, would be a notable improvement. 
Better gutter drainage is “much needed on the streets north 
and north-east of the Roman Catholic church, as well as from 
Mrs. Powell’s well and the springs and artesian well on North 
Franklin street. 

“ The purpose of this open letter to your honorable body, is 
to reach the citizens of your city as well as yourselves, well 
knowing you must be supported by the public in executing 
sanitation—for sanitation, if undertaken, must be thorough. 
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Health laws only know obedience or violation, and with every 
violation there lurks danger of disease and death. - 

“ Respectfully, - 
“B. A. Vaueuan, M. D., 
“Chief Health Officer Lowndes County.” 


I have examined for purposes of sanitation all places in the 
county whenever called for, and given suggestions. Inspected 
school houses, and am glad to report they are generally in 
good sanitary condition, except in some houses where heating 
by stoves is had; in all such cases, proper ventilation is not 
had, and causes much mischief to health. Iventure the hope 
that wise legislation will forbid heating public school houses 
by stove; the economy, in my opinion cannot be demonstrated, 
if public health is thrown in the scale. 

On May the 15th, I reported a case of small-pox, on planta- 
tion 34 miles from the city of Columbus; isolation and vac- 
cination were practiced; no other case occurred The source 
of this case was believed to be a camp of Gypsies. 

The rules and regulations promulgated by your Board, could 
not be executed in this case, as respects destroying personal, 
and bed clothing of this patient—he being an unprovided 
negro, who would have been left unclothed, if the rule were 
enforced. I, in writing, called the attention of the Board of 
Supervisors to the case, and the rules, and suggested the des- 
troying of the probably infected clothes at the expense of the 

+» county, but failed to get their assent. I suggest, public health 
laws should be framed to compel such protection. The law 
now requires it, but does not provide for having it done. 

We have had some typhoid and typho-malarial fevers, for 
the first time since 1863. When these cases appeared, I is- 

. sued a public notice, offerin, to examine all drinking water sent 
tö my office for organic impurities, free of cost, and in the 
same notice suggested that impure drinking water was the 
cause of much of the fevers. Under this notice, I was called 
to examine water from many localities, and I think good results 
have flown from suggestions made. 

This, with a weekly mortuary report tothe National Board 
of Health, under an ordinance requiring burial permits, ob- 
tained through my endeavors, has comprised my principal 
labors. 


MARSHALL COUNTY: 
Report of Dr. A. M. West, Chief Health Officer. 


To Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health, Jack- 
son, Miss.: 


In obedience to your directions, I beg leave to make the fol- 
lowing report for the year ending October Ist, 1880: 
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Upon assuming the duties as Chief Health Officer of Mar- 
shall County, I wrote and published in the county papers a 
circular letter addressed to the people, and the physicians most 
especially, of said county. 

I therein placed before them the Health Laws of the State, 
which prescribed my duties as also the penalties for violation 
of said Laws. I hegan my operations in the town of Holly 
Springs by complying with and executing the “Sanitary Rules 
and Regulations” of the State Board of Health as best I could, 
and endeavored to have the same “Rales and Regulations” put 
into operation throughout the county. 

In no case reported or coming under my observation have 
T allowed the laws of Sanitation to be violated by yielding toin- 
dividual desires and prejudices! 

I expect soon to give notice through the papers in accord- 
ance with ‘Rule 3, for prevention of diseases” included in the 
“Sanitary Rules and Regulations of our State Board of | 
Health” and will endeavor to have said Rule thoroughly and 
promptly executed. As to the general health of Marshall 
County for the year ending October Ist, it has been, as far as 
reported and observed by me, exceptionally good. The town 
of Holly Springs, daring the .past summer has experi- 
enced an unusual exemption from the different, forms of ma-- 
larial fever. Only one case of a malignant type in the town, 
which died, and five reported from the country, two of whom 
died. I have reports of 3 cases of malarial hematuria, two of 
whom recovered—no epidémic of it, however, has been re- 
ported from any part of the county. No case of cholera, yel- 
low fever, scarlet fever, diphtheria or small-pox has been re- 
ported from any portion of the county. The only epidemic 
of any infectious or contagious diseases reported and observed 
in this town and county for the year ending October Ist, was 
that of measles during the months of April, May and part of 
June last. The epidemic prevailed in the town of Holly | 
Springs and in some portions of the county, Outside of the 
town no reports have been madeto me. The disease prevailed 
very generally throughout the entire town. Nearly every 
household became infected in the course of the epidemic. There 
were at the same time several cases of roseola reported; but 
both diseases were of a mild type—only one death from 
measles in the town. The fatal case was a child 5 years old, 
who died of bronchitis. The bronchitis, of course, was a com- 
plication and sequel of the measles. 

The exact number of cases and their dates would be herein 
given, but the writer of this contracted the disease in the 
midst of the epidemic and after that time lost the run of 
the disease ; and as there were a good many casses of roseola 
prevailing at the same time, the diagnosis of the laity could not 
be relied upon, especially owing tothe mild form of the measles 
and the consequent resemblance of a good many cases of that 
disease to roseola‘from the stand-point of the non-professional. 
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MONROE COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. J. M. Greene, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. S. V. D. Hill, President Mississippi State Board of Health: 


This County has ahout 840 square miles, and a population 
of 29,787. Its soil is diversified with black prairie with lime- 
stone substratum, sandy table-lands with clay basis, sandy hills 
with clay and sandstone substrata, and alluvial creek and 
river valleys. It is intersected by 4 rivers, one of which is 
navigable throughout the county, during several months of the 
year, and connects with the port of Mobile, Ala. These, with 
a number of creeks from 5 to 15 miles in length, give a con- 
siderable area of swamp. Its elevation is from 300 to 800 
feet. 
Drinking water is supplied by “bored” and “dug” wells and 
springs, furnishing “hard, soft” and chalybeate waters. In the 
main the water supply is abundant and pure. The Mobile and 
Ohio Railroad runs‘ through the western part of the county, 
- sending a branch 9 miles in length to its county site, Aber- 
deen. This last is the only town or city of importance in the 
coanty. Itis situated on the Tombighbee river, is about 4} square 
miles in extent, and has a population of 2,750. Its altitude 
varies from 300 to 390 feet. The‘ground is undulating and 
broken by valieys and ravines, giving good drainage, which 
is effected through open sewerage. 

Its water supply is excellent. In addition to good wells on 
private premises, there are seven artesian wells accessilie by 
the public, furnishing good chalybeate water entirely free from 
organic impurities. > 

The streets are wide, and margined by shade trees. The 
dwellings have ample space around them and there is no over- 
crowding of tenants. The city has three large school buildings 
with an attendance of 350 to 375 pupils. These buildings are 
roomy and well ventilated. No epidemic among the pupils 
has prevailed during the year, and the per centage of sickness 
has been ata minimum. But one death from their number 
has been recorded, and it occurred during the holidays, from 
cerebritis. 

One building seryes for both county and city prison. The 
cells afford ample air spaces, and are neatly kept. Dur- 
ing the year 257 prisoners have been confined in it for 
periods varying from days to months, and very little sickness, 
and no deaths have occurred among them. 

All parts of the county are more or less subjected to malaria 
in seasons propitiou to its productions, but only those 
living in the valleys and swamps suffer to any considerable 
degree. During last year and this, cases of malarial fevers 
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have been milder and fewer than the average, and attacks of 
malarial hematuria have been rare. 

During this year whooping cough and measles appeared in 
some localities, but the latter was quite limited and mild. No 
scarlet fever nor small-pox has appeared. 

Cases of well authenticated diphtheria have been quite rare. 
Some cases of unmasked typhoid fever have occurred, and 
typho-malarial fever has prevailed to a considerable extent in 
some localities, both with but little fatality. In the spring, 
throughout the county an epidemic of catarrhal dysentery pre- 
vailed for several weeks, which, while it affected a large per cent. 
ofthe population, was very mild. No deaths from it could be as- 
certained. It was judged to be dependent on influences, 
(probably atmospheric) beyond the control of sanitation. 

During-the autumn a similar epidemic affecting the respira- 
tory passages has obtained, but without serious results, The 
per centage of pneumonia has been below the average, 

With the excptions above named, no epidemics have been 
known, and no general sickness has prevailed. 

I have made an earnest effort to collect Mortuary statistics 
from the county by appeal direct to physicians in its limits, 
but without'satisfactory results. 

This city adopted an ordinance on the 14th of July, 1880, 
requiring the registration of all births and deaths occurring 
in its limits, but at the date of this report if has not been 
fully complied with. The Health Officer has appealed to city 
authority to enforce its provisions. l 


NOXUBEE COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. H. A. Minor, Chief Health Officer. / 


re 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of H eqlth. 


Dear Sir:—I am happy, in making this my report for this 
year, to be able to state that the health of the people of this 
county has been exceptionally good ; that no epidemic or con- 
tagious disease has prevailed in our midst,.and that the mal- . 
arial diseases have in very few instances been of a malignant 
nature. 

I enclose a printed copy of an essay on “The Hygiene of 
Noxubee County,” read by myself at a meeting of our County 
Society. This embodies my views on this subject. I also en- 
close a printed copy of an appeal to our physicians to aid me 
in educating our people up to a plane that would enable them 
, to second our efforts at sanitation, and to lend me their profes- 
sional influence. 
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The sanitary condition of the town of Macon is exception- 
ally good. Ienclose a copy of ordinance No. 52. For-two or 
three years I have been Chief Health Officer of the town, and 
have had the efficient support of the municipal authorities in 
all my efforts at reform, and can depend on their active co- 
operation in the future, should necessity demand it. 

Your communication of July 1st was received, and I accord- 
ingly wrote to the authorities at Brooksville and Shuqualak, but 
received no reply. 

As regards suggestions as to necessary reforms to secure 
better sanitary conditions, my ideas are expressed in the essay 
above referred to and enclosed, the essence of which is com- 
pulsatory drainage, and the making the people amenable to the 
beat officers for the grosser violations of the laws of health. 

I shali be watchful and energetic in the preserving and the 
conserving of the health of my people, and will promptly re- 
port to you should cause arise. 


PRENTISS COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. W. A. Taylor, Chief Health Officer. 


| 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 


Professional duties and other causes not necessary to men“ 
tion, have delayed my annuai report beyond the time contem- 
plated by your Board. Hoping the delay will not cause any 
serious disappointment, or inconvenience, I will now proceed 
to make such statements in regard to the health of Prentiss 
County since the beginning of the present year as facts, in my 
judgment, will sustain. l 

It may be well first to give the outlines of some of the most 
important features of the topography of the county, as well 
as that of the only two incorporated towns, viz, Baldwyn and 
Booneville. The former is situated on the southern line of the 
county, five miles from its western boundary. The ground 
upon which the town is built is, in the main, knobby and quite 
susceptible of thorough drainage. The health of the citizens 
has usually been good, and, although the village has no organ- 
ized board of healt, there is enough intelligence and public 
spirit amongst’ its inhabitants to keep it in a fair sanitary con- 
dition. À 

Booneville, the county site, with a population as reported by 
the late census, of 448 whites, and 155 blacks, is eleven miles 
almost northeast of Baldwyn, and situated on a ridge exténd- 
ing through the county east and west dividing the waters 
which contribute to the formation of the Tombigbee from those 
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of Yellow Creek, which empty into the Tennessee, and those 
of Tuscumbia, which find an outlet into Hatchie river. It is 
hardly necessary to say that the natural advantages of Boone- 
ville for drainage are good, and that but little is left for a board 
of health to do in that direction. Tlie Mobile and Ohio rail- 
way runs through both Baldwyn and Booneville, its highest 
elevation being almost in the center of the latter. With the 
exception of some artificial ponds made for private use, the 
town is in a good sanitary condition. These ponds, or pools, 
containing nothing but stagnant water, except occasionally 
when flushed by excessive rains, are more or less filthy, and 
fears have been entertained that they furnished the cause of 
some cases of continued fever. Be that as it may, it is true 
that in the course of two or three years there have been several 
cases in this vicinity while there has been but one in a remote 
part of the town, and in that instance there were local causes 
supposed to have produced the fever. 

The east half and the extreme western portion of the county 
are decidedly broken, and pines, interspersed witha variety of 
other growths, are common, sometimes amounting to forests. 
In such localities permanent springs of fine stream water 
abound, and streams that run all the year are not infrequent. 
Though the country is broken the water courses are serpen- 
tine and generally sluggish. The bottoms, owing to the 
springs and sipes from the hills, or slopes, are gencrally wet 
and occasionally marshy until late in the spring. All, except 
the marshes which remain wet throughout the summer, usually 
dry out early enough for cultivation. Contiguous to such 
water course and marshes, malarial fevers are not intrequent 
during the summer and fall. 

Underlying the face of the country along the railroad and 
immediately west for some distance, and occasionally through- 
out the county, is a bed of marl varying in thickness from a 
few feet to two hundred and fifty feet. In such localities it is 
only where the marl crops out that we have permanent springs, 
and they are not always freestone. No water obtained from be- 
neath the marl by means of wellsis free from lime, and other 
properties perhaps not found in freestone water, yet so far as 
experience and observation goes, it is entirely healthy and not 
disagreeable to the smell or taste after having been used 
awhile. Wherever the marl exists the water courses usually 
stop running early in the spring, and the bottoms and low land 
soon dry up. It is only when there is a great deal of rain that 
such lands remain too wet for cultivation. Occasionally such 
localities dry out in the heat of summer, and when that is the 
case malarial fevers are not uncommon. During the past 
summer rains were so frequent as to keep,such places almost 
constantly supplied with fresh water, consequently intermittent 
and remittent or bilious fevers were comparatively scarce. 

In the latter part of 1879 whooping cough in rather a mild 
form made its appeararce and soun spread pretty generally 
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over the county, continuing perhaps six months before it dis- 
appeared. It was generally uncomplicated and attended with 
a small mortality. 

In the latter part of the winter-and early spring pneumonia 
prevailed to a greater extent than usual. The disease, how- 
ever, as a rule, yielded satisfactorily to treatment, there being 
but a small per cent. of fatal cases. 

In April a mild form of dysentery made its appearance and 
soon became quite common over the county, continuing two 
or three months. It attacked all ages and conditions, and, 
though apparently mild, did not always yield readily to treat- 
ment. 

Throughout the year there have been fewer cases ot malarial 
fever in every part of the county than perhaps for several years 
past, and, as in the cases already mentioned, the fevers gener- 
ally presented a mild type and were quite amenable to treat- 
ment. I have not known or heard of anv cases of malarial 
hematuria, nor have I scen or heard of any fever of the con 
gestive type. 

Infantile diarrhcea did not prevail during the summer months 
to any considerable extent in any portion of the county, and but 
few children died. l 

In mid-summer, cholera morbus, especially about Booneville 
and immediately west of town, was quite common, and some of 
the cases were very severe. I witnessed several myself with 
rice-colored discharges, and attended with severe cramps, 
markedly so in one of tue lower extremities. All the cases, 
however, that came under my observation, yielded to a per- 
sistent treatment. 

Although there have not been a great many cases, perhaps not 
more than a few dozen in the county, of typho-malarial fever, 
yet the number has exceeded that of any year for some time 
past. This form of fever made its appearance about the first 
of July, and though apparently miid, the cases were generally 
protracted through a period of several weeks—all, as far as I am 
aware, terminating favorably. 

September 17, I was called to see, in consultation, six miles 
west of Booneville, three sisters aged respectively nineteen, 
sixteen, and thirteen years old. The two oldest, taken about 
the same time, had been sick ten or fifteen days, the youngest 
only two or three days. The entire family, numbering eight 
or ten, occupied the same room, it;being badly ventilated. I 
learned from the parents and attending physician that the fever 
of these patients had been continuous from the beginning. 
The symptoms, I thought, warranted the diagnosis of typhoid 
fever. The two oldest were delirious, tympanitic, and ex- 
tremely nervous. They had both discharged more or less blood 
from the bowels, and the youngest of the two had vomited 
blood from the stomach. Their tongues were red and dry and 
the lips and teeth covered with sordes, skins dry and somewhat 
livid. I did not examine carefuily for petechea, the room being 
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rather dark. The symptoms in the case of the youngest girl 
had not become grave, and I entertained strong hopes of her 
recovery if she could be separated from the others, which I 
intended to have done if possible. Before suggesting such a 
thing, however, I remarked to the attending physician, that 
there was some local-cause for the fever confronting us, and 
that we must investigate it. Accordingly we went first to the 
horse lot, the nearest part of which was distant not more per- 
haps than twenty yards from the dwelling. In that lot, and not 
more than forty yards from the residence, was a pool 
which I learned from the attending doctor had been dug over 
thirty years ago without having ever been cleaned out. The ac- 
cumulations of both animal and vegetable matter had filled it 
to within six inches of the top of the ground. Upon this 
loathesome mass rested a few buckets of filthy water, which 
was kept pretty constantly stirred by thirty geese going al large. 

Between this pool and the dwelling, were the remains of three 
hog pens which had been used for a number of years. The 
rails had been taken away, but the ground had never been 
cleaned off. Buta short distance from each, an out-house had 
rotted down in rank weeds, the ground being kept constantly 
damp fron frequent rains. On the opposite side of the house 
and about the same distance, was another out house in a like con- 
dition. The yard fence, too, except in front of the residence, 
was in adilapidated condition in the midst of luxuriant weeds. 
The ground around the doors was kept wet by frequent rains, and 
waste water from the house, emitting quite a disagreeable 
scent, caused, mainly no doubt by the geese already referred to. 
The water used by the family was from a well situated in the 
yard in close proximity to the horse lot. Although the water 
was obtained from below the marl, yet it may have been. con- 
taminated by sipes from above. 

I will remark that the father of the sick girls was a renter; 
and that may account in part for apparentcarelessness. Aside 
from the causes enumerated, the location is entirely healthy. 
Believing the only hope for the sick, and probably the safety 
of other members of the family depended upon removal and 
separation; getting the assent of the parents, a couple of 
neighbors were induced to take the oldest and youngest girls 
to their houses, every possible precaution being taken to pro- 
tect their families against danger. Meantime the well children 
were sent to relatives in the settlement, and the parents moved 
into a school house in the woods a quarter or a half mile dis- 
tant, carrying the other daughter with them, who survived but 
a few days, the oldest dying at the end of a week or ten days. 
The youngest growing no worse, after removal soon recovered 
her wonted health. There have been no other cases in the 
family or neighborhgod. Had I failed in getting friends to take 
a couple of the girls to their houses, I would have insisted on 
having tents improvised for their use, feeling satisfied that 
they could not survive where they were. 
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About the middle of ‘September a young man in Booneville 
was taken sick with continued fever which last four weeks after 
he was confined to his bed. He was indisposed and no doubt 
had fever a week or more before receiving treatment from a 
physician. Inhis case the nervous symptoms were very pro- 
nounced, a nd therewas a constant tendency to diarrhea. I 
regarded this case, too, as being typhoid fever. I was, how- 
ever, not so well satisfied as to the cause as I was in the cases 
of the young ladies. The residence is not far from the ponds 
or poolsspoken of elsewhere. It may be that he contracted the 
disease at a suspicious place in the country where he had been 
doing some work immediately preceding his attack, 

July 26, a gentleman residing in Booneyille brought his little 
three year old daughter to my office to be examined. Finding 
her throat in an almost putrescent state, and the child other- 
wise indisposed, I suspected diphtheria or scarlatina and treated 
her accordingly. Growing worse constantly, the little sufferer 
died on the 28th, the tracliea, and perhaps large bronchi being 
involved. 

The next case, a four year old child, the daughter of a lady 
living in the country, but who at the time was visiting some 
friends in town, was first seen by Dr. Price, August Ist. The 
next day I saw the case with Dr. P., and both believing it to 
be diphtheria, the child was put on treatment and the mother 
returned with her to her home in the country. After a few 
days this case, too, proved fatal. 

August 5th, I was called to see a boy eleven and his sister 
nine. years old, the children of parents living in town, and at 
whose house the lady from the country had been visiting with 
her little daughter. Iwill just here remark that these children 
and others of the family had been seen to kiss the little girl 
from the country. Regarding the disease as diphtheria, I re- 
quested all the physicians of Booneville to visit the house and 
examine the cases. They did so, and agreeing wita me that 
the disease was diphtheria, I caused the following notice to be 
published at once in the papers of Booneville: Itis agreed 
by the physicians of Booneville that diphtheria is in our midst, 
and, whether its contagious or infectious properties be fully 
established or not, it is nevertheless advised that there be no 
unnecessary exposure to the disease.” In the course of three 
or four days a sister, thirteen years of age, wis similarly at- 
tacked, and soon after another five years old was stricken in 
the same way. These cases all recovered, and there have been 
no others in town. There have been a few cases in the vicinity 
west of town, and perhaps others in different parts of the 
county, attended with but little fatality. The last death, and 
the last case, coming to my knowledge, occurred in a little boy 
seven years old, on “the 25th October, four,miles southwest of 
Booneville. 


I have made inquiry of physicians living in every part of the 


county and no contagious or infectious diseases, save those 
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already ‘mentioned, have been reported to me, nor has there 
been an epidemic of any kind. The entire county, for the last ` 
twelve months has had an immunity from endemic diseases 
not witnessed for several years. Throughout the year there 
has been perhaps an unprecedented amount of rain without 
interval, sufficiently long to dry out localities where malarial 
diseases usually prevail. 

Although I gave notice to physicians and others that I would, 
whenever called upon, visit any localities in the county and . 
investigate any supposed causes of sickness, no such requests 
have been made. 

In obedience to a request of the State Board of Health, I 
succeeded in getting a local board of health established in 
Booneville, with Dr. George S. Ellis as president, of which I 
gave notice at the time. I visited Baldwyn and urged the im- 
portance of having a board organized there, but did not succeed. 
No one, as far as I am aware, made any objection, but, on the 
other hand, the mayor and physicians, and some of the citi- 
zens, with whom T conversed, seemed to favor it, yet it was 
not done, from, I presume, sheer neglect, not to say indiffer- 
ence. 

I fear it will be difficult to educate’our physicians and muni- 
cipal authorities to realize the importance of keeping a regis- 
tion of vital and mortuary statistics. 


TIPPAH COUNTY. 
Report of W. D. Carter, M. D., Chief Health Officer. 


Dr, Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health, Jackson, ' 
Mississippi : 

Dear Sm: I herewith, according to law and the insiruc- 
tions of your Board, submit for your consideration my report 
for the past six months. I have instructed the people as to 
the best means of securing good sanitary regulations, have 
distributed all rules and regulations of the National and State 
Boards of Health. I have ordered the drainage of all stagnant 
pools, and mill ponds, where it has been clearly demonstrated 
that they have been obnoxious to the health of the people. 
Drinking water in this county is pure at least. There is not 
sufficient impurities, except in isolated instances, to produce 
disease. i 

Sanitary science in this county is in its infancy, and until 
there is u change in the medical profession, not much can be 
expected; think of it, out of thirty physicians at least twenty 
of that number are irregulars or pretenders, The health of the 
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county has been good, better than ever known before for the 
past three years. Our county has been free comparatively of 
malarial diseases. Recently measles and whooping-cough 
have become epidemic, the former in a mild form, the latter 
only proving fatal where complicated by dentition. Diseases 
of malarial origin have been infrequent this year, at least one 
hundred per cent. less than ever known before. In the town 
of Ripley, with a population of nearly one thousand, not a 
single well-defined case of malarial fever has occurred. 
In this county, with a population of nearly thirteen thousand, 
remittent and intermittent fevers and chills have been rare, and 
ther confined to the neighborhoods of mill ponds. The town 
of Ripley is well situated, a small creek on each side with gul- 
lies leading to them, consequently the naturai drainage is 
almost perfect. 


TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. Carroll) Kendrick,, Chief Health Officer. 


anw i 
PEOS SE 


Wirt Johnston, M. D., Secretary State Board of Heélth: 


Dear Docror: As requested in your letter of-instructions, 
dated April 29th, 1880, I have the honor to make the following 
report : 

lst. I have endeavored to impress on tue minds of the peo- 
ple the importance of public hygiene, and’ also to make 
known so far as practicable, the Rules adopted by the State 
Board of Health. 

2d. I have tried to have executed as far as practicable, the 
Rules and Regulations of the Board, and also the Orders 
relating to quarantine. o 

3d. I have succeeded I hope in getting the aid and co-opera- 
tion of almost all the physicians of the county, and also of 
the Iuka Board of Health. 

We have had in the county this year measles, whooping- 
cough and a few cases of diphtheria; but a majority of the 
diseases have been malarial I think. This season.we have had 
comparatively little remittent and intermittent fevers ; more 
whooping-cough and measles than we have had before in years. 
Measles has been of a very mild form all the time. Have not 
had so much pneumonitis, pleuritis, bronchitis, etc., as we had 
last year. 

I have no suggestions to make regarding the health of the 
county—except to state that there is a manifest disposition on 
the part of some parties to ignore the Rules and Orders of the 
State Board as well as the Health Officer—especially when they 
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relate to quarantine. Some are opposed to the office of County 
Health Officer, to executing Rules relating to quarantine, etc., 
solely on the account of expense. All this will I hope be over- 
come in time. 

Tishomingo county being in the main healthy and somewhat 
thinly settled, there is not a great-deal required of me. 

The Iuka Board of Heaith are doing good service there. 
This should have been written sooner, but I was mistaken in 
the time. a 


YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. Harris A. Gant, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health, Jaekson, 

Miss. 

Sir:--Upon receiving my appointment as Chief Health 
Officer, I issued to the citizens and corporate authorities of the 
county tbe following circular letter: 

CIRCULAR or THE HEALTH OFFICER or YALopusHa County. \ 
Warer Vatuey, Miss., May 20, 1880. 

At the last session of the Legislature an act was passed pro- 
viding for the appointment by the Governor, of a Health 
Officer in each county, whose duties are set forth in section 9 
of the Public Health Law uf the State, to which the attention 
of all concerned in the health of our county is hereby espec- 
ially directed. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That in all cases where such 
county health officer may make a report of any matter in his 
county calculated in his opinion to produce or to aggravate or 
cause the spread of any epidemic, endemic or contagious 
disease, or in any way injuriously affect public health, the 
State Board of Health may declare the same a nuisance, and 
upon the request of said Board, it shall be the duty of the Dis- 
trict Attorney of that district to immediately commence proceed- 
ings by an information, in the name of the State, in the Circuit 
Court of the coun.y, to have the same abated as a nuisance, 
and ifia the opinion of the State Board of Health, the same 1s 
urgent, said Board shall so state in its request to the District 
Attorney, and also in a communication to the Judge of the 
Circuit Court of the district, who may tr y the information on 
five days notice to “he parties interested, in vacation, and may 
suppress the same as a nuisance, allowing a writ of error, as if 
the case had been tried in term time, but there shall be no sup- 
ercedeas, unless the judge in vacation, or the court shall ex- 
pressly allow the same by special order, and no supercedeas 
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shall be granted where the public health, in the opinion of the 
court or Judge, would thereby be injuriously affected. 

As the sickly season is approaching, the physicians of Yalo- 
busha county, and the corporate authorities of the different 
towns in the county, are respectfully requested to co-operate 
with mein protecting the Public Health. They are hereby re- 
quested to inform me, without delay, of any case of infectious 
or contagious disease, or of any disease of an unusually dan- 
gerous or malignant character, that may occur in their prac- 
tice. They will also please inform me of the existence of any 
local cause calculated to breed disease in their locality, that 
steps may be taken to remove it. Physicians are also re- 
quested to keep notes of the diseases prevalent in their local- 
ity, at different seasons of the year, the malignancy or mild- 
ness of said diseases and the number of deaths, so:that the 
diseases may be compared with those of formerand subsequent 
years. 

The attention of the corporate authorities of every town in- 
the county, especially of Oakland, Coffeeviile and Water 
Valley, is hereby directed to the importance of establishing 
a board of health, and adopting such sanitary measures as 
will prevent the introduction and spread of contagious and in- 
fections diseases in accordance with section 11, Publie Health. 
Law. 

Src. 11. Be it further enacted that all incorporated towns 
in this State shall have the power to pass sanitary laws, and to 
create Boards of Health, and to suppress as nuisances any- 
thing that is dangerous to public health, with full powers of en- 
forcing ordinances for registration and mortuary statistics ; 
Provided, the same are not inconsistent with the rules and reg- 
ulations of the State Board of Health, and the constitution and 
laws of the State. 


The citizens generally are hereby earnestly urged to keep 
their premises clean and to use disinfectants and “deodorants 
and to observe the sanitary regulations that have been adopted 
and distributed by the State Board of Health. 

Respectfully, 
H. A. Gant, Health Officer, 
Yalobugha County. 


The suggestions contained in above letter have in some in- 
stances been acted upon. The board of Mayor and Aldermen 
of Water Valley have co-operated with me in causing to be 
abated many nuisances, and in passing and enforcing such 
measures as in our opinion would best protect the health of 
the community. The citizens, too, have reported to me many 
matters calculated to affect deleteriously the public health 
which have received proper attention. From physicians in dif- 
ferent parts of the county I have so far failed to secure that 
co operation in keeping notes of prevailing diseases and rec- 
ords uf deaths, which would be necessary for me to make outa 
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complete report. None of the corporate authorities of this 
county require a burial permit, and no vital statistics or mor- 
tuary reports are kept. Often when requesting reports from 
physicians I am asked whether I furnish blanks for the 
reports. Could the proper blank forms be furnished to physi- 
-cians and corporations, I think we might reasonably expect a 
{ull co-operation. 

The health of the county for the present year has been ex- 
` ceptionally good. The oldest physicians say they have never 
known a healthier year. The diseases common to this climate 
have prevailed in a mild form. In the southern and western 
portion of the county the malarial fevers have been attended 
with congestion of severe type, in about the usual number of 
cases; in other portions of the county, very little congestion 
has been reported. During the months of February, March 
and April we had quite an epidemic of measles and roseola of 
mild type. We have had no scarlet fever or diphtheria, but 
there have been more cases of tonsillitis than usual. In this 
portion of the county we have not had more than half as much 
pneumoniaas we had during the winter of 1878-79, while in 
Coffeeville and vicinity, according to reports furnished me by 
Dr. T. J. Crofford, the number of cases this year have been 
6% per cent. greater than in 1879. He also reports a slight in- 
crease in the number of cases of dysentery and a large de- 
crease in the number of cases of typhoid fever and congestion. 
Dr. J. M: McFarland, of this place, has had one impurted 
case of dengue. 

There have been no marked peculiarities in the diseases of 
this year, except the prevalence of a larger number of cases of 
tonsillitis. We have had no indications of yellow fever. 

I am glad to be able to report the county in a good sani- 
tary condition. The citizens seem to be awakening to the ne- 
cessity of reform in this particular, Our town is naturally 
drained by a creek that circulates throughout its entire limits, 
so that, very little artificial sewerage is necessary. There have 
been several hundred feet laid in our streets this year; and in 
addition to this I would call your a'tention.to the subjoined re- 
port of Mr. J. F. White, Master Mechanic of the R. R. shops, 
upon the sanitary improvements that have been made in and 
about the shops: ` 


«WATER VALLEY, Miss., October 27, 1880. 
“Dr. H. A. Gant, Health Oficer, Yalobusha County : ` 


‘‘Drar Sir—Below I give you a statement of improvements 
about shops and grounds, looking to the sanitary improvement 
of our property under my charge: 

` “Ist. I have removed all the old wooden.floors in the: car 
shops, which were laid on the ground, and have substituted 
lime, cement and cinders, which is equal to stone or concrete. 

“2nd. I am having all the old floor removed in the machine 
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shops, which was laid on the ground, and replacing with wood 
two feet from the earth, allowing room for air to circulate be- 
tween floor and ground. 

“8rd. Ihave erected a good bath-house, for cleanliness of 
employes, which has been freely patronized by all. 

“4th. I have had two coats of whitewash put on inside of 
shop, including roof of building. 

“5th. I have had some twenty-five hundred feet of sewerage 
Pipe and boxing laid so as to drain all places where water or 
filth would accumulate, and have had all low places filled up 
with cinders and iron shavings, ete. 

“6th. I have had all the old privies torn down and new ones 
erected over the stream, so that all excrements would be car- 
ried away by the water. During the summer months once a 
week I had all privies, urine sinks, etc., limed down well. I 
am having the curbing torn out of all the wells and will have 
brick laid in cement substituted. I am careful to have all 
sewer pipes blown out with steam, to prevent any accumula- 
tion of filth that would tend to generate disease. 

“ It shall be my endeavor, while I remain in char ge, to try to 
obviate as far as I can, all causes to produce sickness and suf- 
fering. This I believe can be accomplished to a very great ex- 
tent by keeping everything neat and in order. 

‘Yours, truly, 
“J. E. WHITE, > 
«M. M., C., St. L. & N. O. R. R. Shops.” 


It is proper to state that Mr. White is fully’ alive to the ne- 
cessity of keeping the shops and grounds in good sanitary con- 
dition, and I can testify that they are now cleaner, better 
drained and more freely ventilated than ever before. There 
are about 235 men daily employed here, and the health is 
better than I ever knew it before. 

The pubhe buildings of our town are generally well venti- 
lated, and the means of escape in case of fire are all-sufficient. 


YAZOO COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. R. L. Dunn, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health: 

Dear Srr—During the past year, to October Ist, 1880, I 
would report the health of Yazoo county better than for eight 
or ten yearsprevious. We have had no violent forms of epi- 
demic disease: During Spring we had considerable complaint 
from derangements of the digestive organs, generally mild 
forms of diarrhea and dysentery. In no case did I meet with a 
fatal termination. In summer our malarial fevers have been 
of a mild type. Have seen only a few cases of. a typho-ma- 
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larial type, which have all recovered. We have had no fever 
which could be deemed suspicious, or liable to be confounded 
with yellow fever. During August and September, in Yazoo 
City, there were about five cases of diphtheria, two fatal, the 
others recovering. 

The sanitary condition of our city is better than at any pre- 
yious time, and has been kept so throughout the whole year. 


WARREN COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. W. T. Balfour, Chief Health Officer. 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 


GENTLEMEN: —I herewith submit my report as Health 
Officer of Warren County for the six months ending Septem- 
ber 80th, 1880. The office being a new one, and unacquainted 
with its duties, it took me some time to become familiar with 
the requirements underthe amended charter. Very little has 
transpired in this county requiring the interference of the 
Health Officer. The health of the county has been good, so far 
as I could learn from the physicians. Malarial fevers have 
been numerous in August and September. On July 5th I re- 
ported the prevalence of whooping cough and meningitis in 
the city. The former almost assumed the proportions of an 
epidemic, but there have been only four deaths, all colored, to 
date, and I think it has entirely disappeared. Meningitis ex- 
isted to a considerable extent during the spring and summer. 
To date there have been eight deaths from this disease, seven 
white-and one colored. I know of none at present in the city. 
There have been four deaths in the city from typhoid fever,’ 
three white and one colored, two of the white dying in the 
hospital and were transients. There has been one death from 
this cause in the county, just beyond the city limits. Deaths 
from malarial fever—white twelve, and colored ten, four white 
dying in the hospital. This number does not include the 
deaths from congestion of the different internal organs, as the 
certificate of death does not state they were malarial, though 
it is presumable that some of them were. Consumption has 
carried off twenty-nine, thirteen white and sixteen colored, six 
white and two colored dying in the hospital. 

On June 29th one of our physicians was called to see some 
white children in the city. He thought they had measles, as 
there was measles in the neighborhood, and they had some of 
the symptoms of that disease. The two cuses had very nearly 
the same symptoms, except one had a general eruption, and 
the other had none at all. He was struck by the peculiar red- 
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ness of the skin and its resemblance to scarlatina. He had 
another case, a mulatto child, affected similarly, in a different 
part of the town, at the same time, which he pronounced 
measles, and the case recovered. The first cases were up with 
in two weeks, the one having the eruption desquamating, but 
still very feeble. The attending physician thinks they were 
cases of measles, and if it was scarlatina, he has no idea how 
it was contracted. Early in August, the attending physician 
having left the city, another physician was called in to see the 
child which had had the eruption, and he says that it was then 
suffering from avery severe ulcerated sore throat, glands en- 
larged externally, and he believes it was from the eruption 
which it had had a short time before, which, judging from the 
history and its condition then, was scarlatina. The child, aged 
5 years and 6 months, died on August 20th. No other such 
cases have appeared. 

For the six months ending September 30th there have been 
two hundred deaths in the city; twenty-eight of these have 
died in the city hospital, twenty-two white and six colored, 
leaving 172 in the city, eighty-seven white and eighty five 
colored. I have no means of ascertaining the deaths in the 
county, either as to the number, or the causes, but believe they 
have been no more than usual, or from any than the ordinary 
diseases. 

On July 6th I reported to the Secietiey of the State Board 
that I had applied to the supervisors of Warren County to ap- 
poiut an officer to enforce the landing of steamboats to be in- 
spected at the Nationa: Board of Health inspection station be- 
low this city, and this they declined to do, agreeing to em- 
power the officer with the necessary authority. but would con- 
sent to pay nothing toward the expenses attached thereto, they 
thinking the city should pay all of the expense. 

July ‘13th I was shown a t ‘legram from Yazoo City stating 
that-there was yeliow fever in New Orleans. I telegraphed to 
Dr. Joseph Jones, President of the Louisiana State Board of 
Health, at once if such was a fact, but received no reply. On 
the 14th I received a letter from the Secretary of the Missis- 
sippi State Board stating that he had advices from New Or- 
leans to the effect that a case of yellow fever had died there on 
the Saturday night or Sunday morning preceding, contracted 
aboard the bark Excelsior from Rio de Janeiro. This bark 
was then at the wharf in New Orleans ladened with coffee, 
but was returned to the quarantine station, and no more cases 
were developed in New Orleans of which I heard. 

On July 20th I left home for my health, after having 
obtained permission so to do from the Secretary of the State 
Board, Dr. Robbins having kindly consented to act in my 
place during my absence, and to inform me promptly should 
there be any necessity of my return. 

August 28th, five cases of suspicious sickness were discovered 
on the tow-boat Raven, from New Orleans, at the inspection 
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station below the city. Considerable excitement was created, 
but the sickness being pronounced malarial, all was soon quiet. 

On September 5th I returned home and reported for duty to 
the Secretary ofthe State Board. At this date the city was 
healthy, and unusually free from the summer forms of malarial 
fevers. In consequence of the unfavorable weather, much 
sickness has been expected, but so far we have escaped, and I 
think it is due to the fact that the winds have prevailed from 
the east, something remarkable for this season of the year. 
Generally about this time of the year the winds are mostly 
from the west, or north or northwest, and blow through 
swamps in these directions from the city, and their effect 
is soon observed in the increased malarial fevers. 

September 20th I presented to the city council a recommenda- 
tion that they request the continuance ofthe National Board of 
Health inspection station below this city till October 15th, the 
same having been ordered suspended on September 30th, provid- 
edthe city authorities had no objections. The recommendation 
was approved, and I was instructed to address a communication 
to Dr. R. W. Mitchell at Memphis, a member of the National 
Board of Health, requesting such continuance, as by so doing 
this community would feel much more secure. September 
24th I wrote to Dr. Mitchell to’ the above effect, and received 
an answer on the 27th, in which he stated that he had issuec 
orders to the inspecting officers at the stations at New Orleans 
and below this city to continue till October 15th. Suspicious 
sickness is reported to exist about seventy-five miles below 
New Orleans, and was pronounced yellow fever. A commis- 
sion of physicians sent from New Orleans to investigate and 
report, announce that it is malarial, or ‘rice fever, caused by 
the exposure in the rice fields. 

Many more cases of malarial fever have been reported 
~- within the last week, with a tendency to congestion, princi- 
pally the brain. The weather is again very wet, with warm | 
sun, when clear, and cool nights. In the latter part of August 
there was quite a change in the temperature, which in the 
first week in September was as lowas51° atone time. 

On September 24th a case of diphtheria was reported in the 
city—a white infant. The child has recovered; another sick, 
the nature of the disease disputed. 

Having now finished my report, I feel constrained to report 
and call your attention to matters which I consider of great 
importance, and if there is no existing laws to meet these cases, 
that you will take the necessary steps to have them enacted at 
the next session of the Legislature. 

Opium eating has become of late a fearful habit among our 
people. Not only those who are afflicted with painful and 
chronic diseases, and use opium for their relief, but, in too 
many cases, young men and women have acquired this loath- 
some habit from no cause whatever. It is the general opinion 
that this habit is confined to the first-named class, and to lewd 
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women, and to men of loose morals, but the facts are other- 
wise. Many refined ladies and gentlemen are confirmed opium- 
eaters, though very few, even of their friends, are: aware of 
their disgusting practicés. Having been convinced for some 
time that the use of opium was on the increase, I requested 
one of our drug stores to keep a memorandum of the quantity 
of opium sold to private consumers. For five days the quantity 
of morphine sold in this way amounted to 346 grains, ranging 
from five grains to one drachm. ‘This is the quantity sold by 
only one house, and as there are six, it is fair to presume they 
all sold more or less, which assumes enormous proportions. 

Many take chloral as others do opium, and I know one 

‘young man who takes half-ounce doses of chloroform when he 

can procure it. 

Some law should be enacted, with a heavy penalty for viola- 
tion, against the indiscriminate sale of medicines of this class. 

Another matter of great importance, is the increased num- 
ber of cases of venereal diseases amongst our young men and 
youths. Many of them cannot be called youths, for they are 
only twelve and fourteen years of age. I have been toll by 
physicians that they have been struck lately by the youthful- 
ness of such cases, and their increase over those of maturer 
years. ~ 

A subject that was under consideration atthe late session of 
the Mississippi State Medical Association, in this city, I hope 
soon to sce a law, viz: the holding of a certificate from an Ex- 
amining Board before permission is granted to practice medi- 
cine in any of its branches in this State. I see a necessity for 
such a law every day, to rid our State of the quacks and char- 
latans who fledge our people, and in many instances destroy 
their lives. 


JACKSON COUNTY. 


Report of the Quarantine at Pascagoula. 


To the State Board of Health, Jackson, Miss.: 


Dr. Wirt Jounston, Secretary: The Board of Health for 
Jackson county, appointed by the Governor according to the. 
provisions of the supplementary act of the Legislature, ap- 
proved Feb. 28, 1880, would respectfully make the following 
report of its operations for the epidemic season of 1880. 

Quarantine was commenced on May 15th and continued until 
Nov. Ist. 

During this time forty-one vessels arrived in the port of Pas- 
‘cagoula from various ports in Mexico, Nicaragua, Brazil, Isl- 
aads of Trinidad, Martinique, St. Thomas, Cuba, United 
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States and Europe, as per monthly reports forwarded the Sec- 
retary. This does not include vessels from New Orleans and 
Mobile, which are numerous, and when there is an epidemic in 
either of those places the number of arrivals is much greater, 
and consequently entails more labor and expense in enforcing 
quarantine. ` 

No vessels known to be infected have entered the port this 
season, though a number of them have sailed from infected 
localities) It has, however, been the constant care of the 
Board to take necessary precaution to guard against any con- 
tingency; accordingly all vessels from infected places or sus- 
pected of it, have been quarantined ten days, and disinfected 
according to the plans adopted by the National Board, 

We have had little or no difficulty inf enforcing Quarantine 
Rules and Regulations this year, as those who have been op- 
posed to it have either become more favorably disposed to- 
ward it, or have concludedthat itis a fixtureand will be enforced. 

The Board would call your attention to the fact that except- 
ing New Orleans, no port on the Gulf Coast is more exposed to 
foreign infection than Pascagoula, as more vessels enter here 
from infected localities than any other port. | 

Accompanying this is the report of the Secretary and Treas- 
urer of this Board, from which it will be seen that the expenses 
of the Board have been $1097 69, all of which is properly 
accounted for by thatofficer. This, it is believed, is the small- 
est amount necessary to enforce a proper quarantine, as every 
care has been taken to curtail and keep down expenses, which 
would necessarily increase during a season Of epidemic in this 
county. 

Through the assistance of the National Board of Health we 
have been enabled to erect and furnish commodious and com- 
fortable quarters at our quarantine station on Round Island, 
so that we are prepared to take care of the sick. 

In this connection it is but just to say that the National . 
Board has, so far as we have had anything to do with it, acted 
wisely, discreetly and entirely within the spirit and meaning of 
the jaw creating it, and that its operations at Ship Island and 
vicinity have been of great service to Mississippi. 

These observations have been prompted by the fact.that in 
certain quarters strong objections have been urged against the 
Board, seemingly to bring it into disrepute and thereby pro- 
cure its discontinuance. ‘This we deeply regret, as we believe 
it has already rendered good service to the country, if in no- 
thing else, by crushing out the odious custom existing in some 
places heretofore of suppressing a knowledge of the existence 
of yellow fever, to the great danger of healthy localities. 

Respectfully submitted, E. F. GRIFFIN, President. 
H. L. Howze, 
H. Kress, 
J. B. DELMAS, 
M, M. Evans. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 


Moss Pornt Miss., January Ist, 1881. 
To the Honorable State Board of Health, Jackson, Mississippi : 


Since writing the above report, there arrived in this port, on 
Nov. 22d, 1880, the British Brig Alruna, Captain Mitchell, from 
Havana, with yellow fever infection on board, two cases having 
occurred on the voyage, one of which terminated fatally. The 
vessel was placed in quarantine and thoroughly disinfected. 
The weather being quite cold and no other cascs having occur- 
on board, she was discharged after eight days’ detention. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. F. Grirrin, President. 

Attest : M. M., Evans, Secretary. 


Regulations Governing Quarantine at the Port of 
Pascagoula. 


Section 1. The quarantine station shall be situated south of 
Round Island, and all vessels subject to quarantine shall anchor 
south of said Island aud as near thereto as the depth of the 
water will permit The quarantine ground shall be bounded 
by a line running due south from the east end of Round Island 
three (3) miles, thence west to a line running south from 
the west end of said Island, thence north to the Island, and 
the south side of the Island shall be the north boundary. 

Sec. 2. All vessels coming from south of the 25th deg, of 
north latitude, and vessels with sickness on board, shall anchor 
.at the above named anchorage and there remain until relieved 
by the quarantine physician. It shall be the duty of pilots 
to anchor all vessels in accordance with these regulations and 
the instructions of the quarantine physician. 

Sec. 8. Supplies intended for vessels in quarantine 
shall be delivered to the quarantine physician or his boatman 
on the wharf of the boat at the quarantine station, which shall 
be delivered to the proper vessel by the boatman under the 
direction of the quarantine physician. 

Sec. 4. Whenever:it shall be necessary to discharge the bal- 
last ‘rom a vessel for the purpose of fumigation, while said 
vessel is in quarantine, the lighter so taking the ballast from 
such vessel shall remain in quarantine for the same length of 
time the vessel from which the ballast is taken is to remain. 

Sec. 5. No person on board of any vessel in quarantine 
shall be allowed to communicate with any person from on 
board another vessel in quarantine without the written permis- 
sion of the quarantine physician. 
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Src. 6. All infected vessels, or vessels from infected 
ports, shall be detained in quarantine ten (10) days or longer 
at the discretion of the Board of Health or the quarantine 
physician, and shall be fumigated according to the most ap- 
proved plans, and the cost of fumigation and disinfection, 
together with a fee of five dollars ($5) shall be charged against 
the vessel so disinfected. 

Sec. 7, The quarantine physician, during sickness or neces- 
sary absence, is empowered to appoint some good and reliable 
physician to perform the duties of quarantine physician. 

Sec. 8. The quarantine physician, in the discharge of his 
duties shall abstain from using his influence to promote the 
interest of any merchant, stevedore or any other persor having 
business with the shipping, and shall confine himself to the 
delivery of letters or orders to captains or persons on shore to 
whom they may be directed. 

Sec. 9. All vessels- loading at Ship Island Harbor, or any 
other place and obtaining their cargoes or stevedores from this 
port, shall exhibit to the quarantine physician satisfactory evi- 
dence of the sanitary condition of the vessel so louding, and of 
the port from which she came, or otherwise communication 
shall not be allowed between this port and such vessel. 

Sec. 10. All ports or places south of the twenty-fifth (25th) 
degree of north latitude shall be considered infected unless 
known to the Board of Health to be healthy. 

Sec. 11. No boat shall approach within one-half mile of any 
vessel coming into Pascagoula Bay until such vessel shall have 
been visited and discharged from quarantine by the quarantine 
physician, except authorized pilots, and they only for the pur- 
pose of piloting such vessel into port. 

Sec. 12. All vessels when discharged from quarantine shall 
remove at least one mile from the quarantine grounds and as 
directed by the quarantine physician. 

Src. 13. No captain or person in charge of any vessel in 
quarantine shall allow any person, boat, or craft, propelled 
either by steam or otherwise to come alongside or on board 
his vessel without the written permission of the, quarantine 
physician. | . 

Notr.—Also see “ An Act supplementary to an Act entitled 


an Act to amend Statutes in regard to Boards of Health,” 
approved February 28th, 1880. 


Report of Dr. L. L. Saunders, who was sent as an 
Inspector to New Orleans. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary Atississippi State Board Health : 
Dear Sir: In compliance with your request of 7th’instant, 
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that I should “proceed at once to New Orleans and make inves- 
tigation of the reported case of yellow fever of recent date in 
that city, (and otħer cases should there be any,) in order that 
your Board might be correctly and promptly advised as to the 
necessity of taking any steps by quarantine, or otherwise, for 
protecting our State from infection,” I have the honor to re- 
port, that I arrived in New Orleans, at 7:30, A. mM,, 8th Septem- 
ber. Called on Dr. Bemiss, resident member of National Board 
of Health, 9, a. M., same date, who received me very kindly, 
and frankly, and gave me all the information he had in regard 
to said reported case, other unusual cases, and the general 
health of the city—which, with information obtained from 
otber sources, satisfied me that there was no necessity for your 
Board to take any action at present, and I so reported to you, 
by letter, on evening of Tth instant; but feeling that my mis- 
sion was not fully accomplished, and that by further investiga- 
tion I might obtain facts which would be of interest and im- 
portance to your Board in the future, if not at present, [remained 
in New Orleans, and prosecuted my inquiries, the result of 
which I beg leave to submit in a condensed and summary report 
without comment. 


On the morning of the 9th September, in company with Mr. 
Elder, of the Auxiliary Sanitary Association, (a most courte- 
ous and intelligent gentleman,) I visited the house (No. 409, 
Liberty St.,) in which Fred. Synger died on the 4th of Octo- 
ber; the ease recently reported by Louisiana State Board of 
Health. I found this locality over a mile from commercial 
centre, or Jackson Depot. From his aunt who nursed him and 
in whose house he had Jived and died, I learned the following 
facts: Fred. Synger was between 18 and 19 years of age, was 
born, and had lived in New Orleans, until 12 or 14 months ago, 
when he removed to McComb City, returning to New Orleans 
August 28th, never again leaving the city limits; was taken 
with initiatory chill on the evening of October Ist; seen by Dr. 
Watkins on 2dinst., who attended him during his illness, and had 
three other physicians to see him, one of whom was Dr. David- 
. son of State Board of Louisiana. His temperature and pulse 
I did not learn; had suppression of urine and black vomit 
twelve or eighteen hours before death. The doctors all agreed 
that it was yellow fever, and soreported to Board of Health. 
It may not be'amiss to state that Dr. Jones, President of Board 
of Health, was absent from city at the time, and on his return 
deprecated the action of the Board, (in reporting the case as 
yellow fever,) as hasty and improper without the concurrence 
of the entire Board. I was not able, after diligent inquiry, to 
learn of any possible infection from any suspicious case or in- 
fected place or article. 


Going back six or seven weeks, there was a child died on 
19th of August, at No. 262 Bienville St, attended by Dr, 
Borde, had suppression of urine and black vomit, reported as 
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malarial hemorrhagic fever. I called at Dr. Borde’s office, but 
failed to meet with him, 

The next and only additional case, I will report, is that of 
Dr. Howe’s, which I consider very important in consequence 
of its connection with the case of fever down the river, which 
attracted so much attention as to call for a commission of in- 
vestigation, selected by Dr. Bemiss. Dr. Howe’s case was the 
child Amorretti, Italian fathet and Creole mother; age eight 
and a half years, male. Left Port Michel, some fifty miles 
down the river from New Orleans, on September 4th, in con- 
sequence of four deaths occuring in the house of Giordano, 
150 yards distant from house occupied by said Amorretti. 
Initiatory chill 2 a. M., 5th September; seen by Dr. Howe 
10 a. M. same day; temperature in axilla 1034, pulse 192, 4 r. 
M., temperature 1044, pulse less frequent, temperature remaining 
from 104 to 104} and pulse gradually declining to 90 by morn- 
ing of 7th; had suppression of urine 48 hours after first visit, 
black vomit 50 hours atter first seen; urine not examined by 
test, conjunctive highly injected at first, gradually lessening; no 
convulsions but great jactitation, and died 10 r. M., 7th Septem- 
ber, yellowness of skin very pronounced soon alter death. 

Dr. Jones, President Board of Health, saw the child’s body 
12 hours after death, and after having the above clinical his- 
tory of the case, pronounced it malarial hemorrhagic fever; 
yet refused to allow it to be carried to city cemetry for burial, 
where the family had a tomh; also refused to permit the body 
to be carried back to Port Michel, and ordered the child buried 
on the premises, which was done. 

Dr. Howe said, if he had seen the case in 1878, he would 
have pronounced it yellow fever. He is a competent and ex- 
perienced physician, but in this instance and under the cir- 
cumstances, preferred that Dr. Jones, President Louisiana 
State Board of Health, should see the case and diagnose it, 
which he did as above stated; Dr. Howe not giving if a name 
even to Dr. Jones. 

The child above mentioned, had lived all the summer within 150 
fect (as before stated) of Giordano’s house, in which (4) four deaths 
had occurred of the doubtful fever within a week or ten days 
before said child left Port Michel, and there were two children 
sick of same fever at the time. The Amorretti chiid had been 
in frequent intercourse with the Giordano children. Giordano 
owns a lugger and is engaged in fruit trade and general traffic, 
up and down the river. 

After diligent search and inquiry, I am unable to learn of a 
single suspicious case within the city limits; and taking into 
consideration the lateness of the season, I can only confirm 
my first report (7th inst.,) that there is no cause for alarm of 
our people or any action whatever, of Mississippi State Board 
of Health; and knowing, however, that with the above facts 
before them, they will act both wisely and discreetly in pro- 
tecting the health and interest of the people of our State, at 
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present and in the future. I cannot close this report without 
expressing my grateful acknowledgment personally, and as the 
representative of your Board, to Drs. Bemiss and Collins, 
of National Board, Dr. Deveron, Mr. Fenner, Vice-President, 
Mr. Henderson, Secretary, and Mr. Elder, member of New 
Orleans Auxiliary Sanitary Association, and last, though not 
least, Dr. Joseph Jones, President Louisiana State Board Health, 
for their courteous treatment and the aid they so kindly and 
promptly gave me in accomplishing the mission for which you 
sent me. 
Respectfully submitted, 
l L. L. Saunpers, M. D. 
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MINUTES—1881. 


Jackson, Miss., April 4th, 1881. 


At a meeting of the State Board of Health, beginning this 
day, there were present: Dr. S. D. V. Hill, President; Drs. 
Dancy, Phares, Rice, Kittrell, Redwood, Taylor, Kells, Ben- 
nett and Johnston. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and 
adopted. 

The Executive Committee presented a report. 

The consideration of the report,and the Quarantine Rules and 
Regulations submitted with the report, were made the special 
order for 8 o’clock P. M. 

The Secretary presented his report for December, 1879, and 
the year 1880, which, on motion, was received and adopted. 

The following Committee was appointed, as was requested 
by the Secretary, to examine his accounts and vouchers: Drs. 
Kittrell, Redwood and Phares. 

On motion of Dr. Taylor the Board adjourned until 3 


o'clock P. M. 
FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 3 o’clock, the President in the chair. 

On motion of Dr. Taylor, Dr. Phares was appointed a com- 
mittee to invite Dr. R. F. Kedzie, Professor of Chemistry at 
the State Agricultural and Mechanical College, to act as a cor- 
respondent of the Board. J 

The following resolutions, offered by Dr. Kittrell, were 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the State Board of Health of Mississippi re- 
gard it as absolutely essential to the protection of the Valley 
of the Mississippi from the incursion of epidemic visitations 
of yellow fever, that there should be cordial co-operation be- 
tween the National and the State health authorities of the val- 
ley States, and that to this end we regard it as vitally import- ` 
ant that the State Boards of Health in the Mississippi Valley 
should invite the National Board .to place its inspectors at 
such points within their respective jurisdictions as, in the judg- 
ment of the National Board, the sanitary interests of the-pub- 
lic may require, and that these inspectors shouid he encour- 
agec by the various State health authorities to make the most 
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thorough investigation of all matters affecting the public 
health, 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
President of the National Board of Health and the Presidents 
of the State Boards of Health of the Mississippi Valley States. 

Dr. Peter Fairley was nominated for Chief Health Officer of 
Rankin County, vice Dr. H. C. McLaurin, deceased. 

On motion of Dr. Kells the Board adjourned until 8 
o’clock P. M. i 


FIRST DAY—Nreut SESSION. 


The Board met at 8 o’clock, the President in the chair. 

The Board proceeded to consider the Quarantine Rules and 
Regulations submitted by the Executive Committee. 

Dr. Dancy moved that the period of detention be changed 
from fifteen to twenty-one days, which being submitted to a 
vote was lost. 

On motion of Dr. Kittrell the report of the Executive Com- 
mittee, including the Quarantine Rules and Regulations, was 
adopted without amendment. 

On motion of Dr. Dancy the Board adjourned until to- 
morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 


SECOND DAY. 
APRIL 5th, 1881. 


The Board met at 9 o'clock A. m., the President in the chair. 
The committee appointed to examine the Secretary’ s ac- 
counts and vouchers reported as follows: 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 

The undersigned, a special committee appointed to examine 
the accounts and vouchers of Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary of 
State Board of Health, would respectfully report that they 
have discharged the duty assigned them, and that they find the 


same correct, Respectfully submitted, 
: Bens. F. KITTRELL, 
(Signed) ; G. E. Repwoop, 
D. L. Paares. 


On motion the report was. received and adopted. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. Rice, was adopted: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Board that when an ap- 
plication is made to any health authority for the removal for 
tle purpose of re-interment of a body dead of yellow fever or 
smallpox, permission shall not be granted unless the removal 
be made when the thermometer marks 32 © Fahrenheit, and 
two years have elapsed since, the original interment, and the 
body shall be placed in a metallic, metal lined or air-tight coffin 
and then put in a box and the space between the coffin and box 
packed with lime or charcoal. 
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Drs. Kells, Rice and Johnston were reappointed the Execu- 
tive Committee for the following year, Dr. Johnston being des- 
ignated chairman. 

A ballot being taken, Dr. S. D. V. Hill was re-elected Presi- 
dent of the Board for the ensuing year, who in appropriate re- 
marks thanked the Board for the honor conferred. 

The Secretary presented a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Jackson County Board of Health asking for assist- 
ance to the amount of eight hundred dollars to enable that 
Board to conduct quarantine at Pascagoula the coming season. 

On motion it was decided to furnish the amount or so much 
thereof as may be necessary; it to be furnished in installments 
as needed, and that Board to furnish the State Board with 
statements of its expenditures. 

On motion the Board adjourned. 


Jackson, Miss., November 10th, 1881. 

The Mississippi State Board of Health met at 10:30 o’clock 
A.M There were present: Dr. Hill, President; Drs. Sale, 
Hyer, Kells, Bennett, Rice, McCormick and Johnston. 

The President i in a short address stated the objects of the 
meeting. 

The Executive Committee submitted a report which, on 
motion, was received and adopted. 

The Secretary submitted his report, which was received and 
adopted. 

The Secretary requested that a committee be appointed to 
examine his accounts and vouchers, whereupon the President 
appointed the following committee: Drs. Bennett and 
McCormick. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer the President was requested to call 
the attention of the Governor and Legislature to the import- 
ance of some legislation in regard to quarantine for the coun- 
ties of Harrison and Hancock. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer the President was also requested to 
apply to the Legislature to enact a law providing that it shall 
be the duty of the Professors of Chemistry at the State Uni- 
versity at Oxford and at the Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege, on the application of the Executive Committee of the State 
Board of Health, to make analyses of suspected food and 
drinking water. 

The committee appointed to examine the Secretary’s ac- 
counts and vouchers reported as follows: 

| We have examined the accounts of Wirt Johnston, Secretary 
of the Board, for 1881, and find them correct. 


(Signed) J. W. BENNETT, 
P. J. McCoRMICK. 
On motion the report was received and adopted. 3 


On motion of Dr. Sale the Board adjourned.. 
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE OOMMITTEE. 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: n 


We have the honor to submit the following report of the 
work of this Committee from April Lst, 1881, to date: 

In June an application was received from the:Board of Su- 
pervisors of Tunica county, asking for the exemption of that 
county from the operation of the act approved March 4th, 
1880. It was decided to not grant the exemption, as the fol- 
lowing letter to the clerk of the Board of Supervisors will 
show: 


Jackson, Miss., June 15th, 1881. 
Mr. J. E. Stone, Chancery Clerk, Austin, Miss.: 


Dear Str--I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the application of the Board of Supervisors of your county 
for exemption from the operation of an act to amend the 
Statutes in regard to Boards of Health, approved March 4th, 
, 1880. In reply, I will state that the application has been sub- 
mitted to the Executive Committee of this Board, and I am 
directed to say that, in their opinion, they do not possess the 
power to grant the exemption. Section 12 of the act referred 
to provides that a Chief Health Officer shall be appointed in 
each county in the State, but onlv provides for the exemption 
of counties “remote from railways, navigable streams and the 
sea coast, and having a sparse population.” Your county be- 
ing situated on the Mississippi river, it seems is not entitled to 
exemption under the law. 

Very respectfully yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 


In August a communication was received from Mr. H. C. 
Marshall, reporting ten cases of diphtheria among the negroes 
on his plantation, near Bolton, in Hinds county. A pamphlet 
on the restriction and prevention of the disease was prepared, 
a copy of which is herewith submitted, and copies were sent 
to Mr. Marshall and the attending physician, Dr, Alexander, 
with a letter to each, requesting them to inform us of the pro- 
gress of the disease. As no report was made by either of 
them we infer there was no spread of the disease. 

On July 23d, a telegram was received from Dr. Balfour, 
Chief Health Officer of Warren county, stating that the Na- 
tional Board of Health had suspended the quarantine station 
on the Mississippi river near Vicksburg. Regarding it of 
great importance for the protection of the State from epidem- 
ics from below that the station should be continued until the 
end of the quarantine season, we at once set to work to induce 
the National Board to re-establish it, and after some tele- 
graphic correspondence, that Board kindly consented to do so, 
and it was promptly done. We will add that the chairman of 
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this committee and Secretary of the Board made a visit to 
Vicksburg in connection with this matter. 

In a letter under date of May 18th, Dr. Balfour, Chief Health 
Officer of Warren county, reported as.a nuisance the slaughter- 
pen of Messrs, Ehrman & Bros., located just outside the 
limits of the city of Vicksburg, and asked for instructions in 
regard thereto. As Dr, Balfour did not state whether or not 
he had notified the parties to abate the nuisance, and it was 
thought best to have it abated without litigation if possible, 
Dr. Balfour was written to, and it was suggested that he would 
call the attention of the parties to the nuisance and request 
them to abate it, and it was stated that if they should fail or 
refuse to do so that we would request the District Attorney to 
commence the necessary proceedings to have it abated. In an- 
other communication, under date of August 19th, Dr. Balfour 
again reported the slaughter-pen a nuisance, and inclosed a 
petition signed by thirty citizens, asking that it be abated. 
Accordingly, on August 24th, we declared the slaughter-pen a 
nuisance, and expressed the opinion that the necessity for the 
abatement of the same was urgent, The District Attorney, in 
the following communication, was advised of our action and 
requested to commence proceedings to have it abated: 


“Jackson, Miss., August 24th, 1881. 


“Hon. W. F. Fitzgerald, District Attorney, Vicksburg, Miss.: 


“ DEAR Sir—In May last, Dr. W. T. Balfour, Chief Health 
Officer of Warren county, reported to this Board as a nuisance 
the slaughter-pen of Messrs. Ehrman Bros., located in said 
county, and stated that the stench arising therefrom is dread- 
ful, and the decomposing animal matter is anything but health- 
ful to those who live in close proximity to it. He also asked, 
‘will you notify the District Attorney to have it suppressed 
as a nuisance, or else advise me what steps to fake in the 
matter?” Dr. Balfour was advised that it was the opinion of - 
the Executive Committee of this Board, that if the Messrs. 
Ehrman Bros. would clean their premises, and in the future 
remove the animal matter before it decomposed, and keep their 
premises clean, that the nuisance would be abated, and that 
we would be powerless to compel them to remove the slaughter- 
pen; we, therefore, thought it would be best to wait and 
„see if they would effectually accomplish the work of purifica- 
tion. Dr. Balfour was also requested to inspect the slaughter- 
pen, and if the Messrs. Ehrman failed to keep their premises 
clean, to inform us, so that the necessary steps to abate the 
nuisance could be taken. 

‘‘Within the last few days another communication has been 
received from Dr. Balfour, in which he says: ‘I send you by 
mail a petition directed tome as Health Officer, and numer- 
ously signed by residents in the neighborhood of Messrs. 
Ehrman’s slaughter-pen, asking that the same be abated and 
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discontinued. I have inspected it again to-day, and find it in 
a very bad condition indeed. My former report on this 
nuisance would answer equally well at present, Mr. Albert 
Ehrman promised to have all the oftal. and refuse removea, 
which he has failed to do. It is thrown on the ground, and 
what is not eaten by the hogs and buzzards is left to decom- 
pose. Heads, feet, etc., are carried beyond the limits of the 
slaughter-pen by dogs and buzzaris, and create offensive odors. 
I see no relief but its removal? The petition referred to has 
thirty signatures. 

“In view of the representations made to them, the Execu- 
tive Committee of this Board have declared the slaughter-pen 
of the Messrs. Ehrman a nuisance, and in their opinion the 
necessity for its abatement is urgent, and they, thorefore, re- 
specifully request that you commence proceedings to have the 
same abated. 


“ Your attention is invited to Section 9, of ‘an Act to amend: 


the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health, approved March 
4th, 1880. 
‘¢ Very truly yours, 
‘e WIRT JOHNSTON, 
“ Secretary Mississippi State Board of Health.” 


Judge Young, of the Circuit Court, was also advised of our 


action, as is provided by law. The case was tried before Judge ' 


Young in vacation, who decided that the slaughter-pen was a 
nuisance and should be abated. 

We will state that the chairman of this Committee and Sec- 
retary of the Board was present at the trial, in response to a 
summons, with the record in the matter. 

A communication, under date of August 26th, was received 
from Messrs. Brown & Archer, of Greenville, inclosing a pe- 
tition numerously signed by citizens, asking that a certain 
slaughter-house in the vicinity of that town be abated as a 
nuisance, and asking that certain parties be prohibited from 
establishing a slaughter-house. The matter and the petition 
were referred to Dr. R. S. Toombs, Chief Health Officer of 
the county, with the following letter: 


“ Jackson, Miss., August 30th, 1881. 


Dr. R. S. Toombs, Chief Health Officer, Greenville, Miss.: 
Dear Sir:—To-day we received a communication from 
Messrs. Brown & Archer, of your city, enclosing a petition 
asking that the slaughter house of C. Moyse, L. Moyse and J. 
Moyse be abated as a nuisance, and that steps be taken to pre- 
vent Jones & Adam from establishing a slaughter-house. We 
have replied that we are without the authority as the case now 
stands to take the necessary steps to have the nuisance 
abated ; that it appears from section 9 of our law that our au- 
thority would begin in such cases when a report is made by 
the Chief Health Officer of the county. Please have the kind- 
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ness to examine into the matter, and should the Messrs. Moyse 
fail or refuse to abate the nuisance, inform us at once so that 
the ‘necessary steps may be taken to have it abated. 

In regard to Jones & Adam establishing a slaughter house 
your attention is invited to Rule 12 of the Sanitary Rules and 
Regulations of this Board. Your attention is also invited to 
Rule 8 of those Rules. } 

In sending us the petition first we arc of the opinion that 
Messrs. Brown and Archer were not aware that the law 
requires that the reports of nuisances skould come from Health 
Officers before we can act. 

I am, very truly yours, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 

We are of the opinion we could not prevent Jones & Adam 
from establishing a slaughter-house, but could compel them to 
conduct it in accordance with our rules. 

On account of the absence of the Health Officer there was 
some unavoidable delay in this matter, but we are pleased to 
say that after his return he reported that the nuisance was 
abated at his instance. 


JACKSON COUNTY. 


On May 16th the following order was issued to establish 
quarantine at the Port of Pascagoula: 


Jackson, Miss., May 16th, 1881. 
. M. M. Evans, Secretary County Board of Health, Moss 
Point, Miss.: 


DEAR Sır:—Ir is hereby ordered by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Mississippi State Board of Health that quarantine 
at the Port of Pascagoula, Miss., shall go into effect on the 
19th day of May, A. D., 1881, against all places and ports — 
south of the 25th degree of north latitude, and remain in 
effect until otherwise ordered by this Board ; and all vessels ar- 
riving at the Port of Pascagoula on or after the above date 
from such ports or places, except vessels from such ports or 
places as may be known tothe Board of Health of Jackson 
County to be healthy, shall be subject to the quarantine regu- 
lations adopted by the Board of Health of said county relating 
to such vessels, + 

Very respectfully yours, 
WIRT JOHNSTON, 
Secretary Missisippi State Board of Health. 

The Jackson County Board having made appiication for 
$400 to assist them to conduct the quarantine at Pascagoula, 
and the State Board having at its last meeting decided to fur- 
nish them $800 during they year if necessary, we decided to fur- 
nish the amount applied for, which was drawn from the Aud- 
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itor by the Secretary on his certificate, countersigned by the . 
President and approved by the Governor, and sent to them by 
express on June 17th. f 
Application having been made for $300 additional, it was de- 
cided to furnish them that amount also, which was sent by ex- 
press on September 21st. . 
Receipts for the amounts are in the kands of the Secretary. 
The quarantine at the Port of Pascagoula was discontinued 
on November Ist, 
The report of the Jackson County Board of their expendi- 
tures for quarantine purposes is herewith submitted. 
Respectfully submitted. 
WIRT JOHNSON, 
RoBERT KELLS, 
C. A. RIO, 
Executive Committee. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY. 


To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 


GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor to submit my report as Sec- 
retary from January 1st, 1881, to date: 

Not much of interest has occurred in this office during the 
year that is not embraced in the report of the Executive 
Committee, 

The name of Dr. P. Fairley, who was nominated by the 
' Board at its last meeting for Chief Healtn Oficer of Rankin 
County, vice Dr. H. C. Laurin, deceased, was sent to the Gov- 
ernor of appoint ment. 


In March Dr. W. T. Balfour, Chief Health Officer of Warren ` 


County, made the following report of a case of small-pox in the 
city of Vicksburg : 

On April 28th, the following circular letter was sent to the 
Chief Health Officers of counties : l ; 


Orrice Mississippt State Boarp or HEALTH, 
Jackson, April 28th, 1881. 
To County Health Officers : 


As the warm season is approaching it is hoped you will fast 
use every effort to improve the general sanitary condition of 
your county, for it is to be remembered that it is our duty to 


endeavor to prevent other diseases as well as epidemics. It © 


would be well for you to try to secure the co-operation and sup- 
port of the people so as to euable you to discharge your duties 
more efficiently. J 

Your attention is invited to the importance of each incorpo- 
rated town in your county, organizing a Board of Health, and 
it is requested that you communicate with the authorities of 
such towns and endeavor to induce them to organize a Board. 
If any town should not have the power, under its charter, to 
enforce Sanitary Rules, Section Il of “ an Act to amend the 
Statutes in ragard to Boards of Health,” approved March 4th, 
1880, gives them, according to the opinion of the Attorney- 
General, full and ample power to enforce any ordinance neces- 
sary for the protection of the public health. 

Should any Municipal Boards be organized in your county, 
or if any already exist, please have the kindness to furnish 
this office with the address of the Presidents. 
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Should a case of yellow fever or a case suspicious in its 
character, occur in your connty, it is desired that you will at 
once report it to this office by telegraph. Should any other con- 
tagious or infectious disease make its appearance, the report 
may be made by letter. 

It is expected that on the 1st of October of each year you 
will make a written report to this Board, setting forth your 
actions and giving a general statement of the diseases that 
have prevailed during the year, and the amount of sickness as 
compared with former years. It is also desired that you make 
suggestions in regard to sanitary reforms necessary in your 
county, and also include in it such other matters relating to 
your duties as may occur to you. 

We also desire a full report of the sanitary condition of your 
county jail, the diseases that have prevailed therein during the 
year, with the mortality, and the sanitary reforms that may be - 
necessary. 

It is suggested that you keep such notes as will enable you 
to make the report. n 

It is also expected that you will, at any time, report any 


` matter of interest. 


- Copies of the Law, Sanitary Rules and Regulations and 
Quarantine Rules and Regulations, were sent you last year, 
and if they have been lost or mislaid others will be sent on 
application. 

The State Board is desirous that the registration of mortu- 
ary statistics should be undertaken by the incorporated towns, 
and an address on the subject has been prepared. Please in- 
form us which towns in your county are incorporated, so that 
a copy of the address may be sent to the Mayor of each. It 
is hoped that you will endeavor to induce them to undertake 
the work. 

We will, at all times, be glad to render you such assistance 
as may be in our power. ; 

Very truly yours, 
Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 


VickssurG, Miss., March 20th, 1881. 


Dr. Wirt Johnstou, Secretary State Board of Health, Jackson, 
iiss. + 


I am very sorry to have to report to you in my Official 
capacity the existence of a case of small-pox -at the city pest 
house. 

The history of the case is as follows: Porter Flynn, aged 28 
years, a native of Louisville, Ky., shipped on the 21st of Feb- 
ruary from the above named place, on the tow-boat J. Sharp 
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McDonald, as a deck hand. He states that he was well at the 
time, and has no idea how he contracted the disease, not being 
aware of any sickness at his boarding house, and none of such 
a nature in Louisville. The boat left Louisville on the same 
day. towing coal to New Orleans. He remained well till two 
days before reaching the latter place, which was on March 10th. 
He complained of being indisposed, with pains in his legs and 
back, bnt had no fever till the 12th, when he vomited several 
times. He remained in bed and did not leave the boat while 
at New Orleans, At this time he was visited by the stewart 
and captain, the former giving him some pills which acted 
freely on his bowels during the night. On Sunday morning, 
the 13th, he noticed an eruption on his temples, which spread 
over his face, neck and hands in a few hours. The fever left 
him and he thought himself better, On March 15th, between 
3 and 4 o'clock P. M., he was put off of the boat at the com- 
press in this city, armed with the captain’s certificate as a 
marine, and was driven to the city hospital, where the marines 
are treated. He entered the ward, and was immediately left 
in full possession, as he was a marked man. The attending 
physician being absent, I was sent for, he having been placed 
in the pest-house as soon as discovered by the nurse. The 
pest-house is about one quarter of a mile from the hospital 
building. 

I saw him about 4 r.m. Then he had no fever, but surface 
of body cold, but insisted that he felt very well, The eruption 
on his face, neck and hands was vesicular. The remuining 
parts of his body were covered with the eruption, but not so 
much advanced. I pronounced his a case of confluent small- 
pox. A small-pox nurse was hired and proper precautions 
taken to prevent its. spread. To-day at 5 P. x. the attending 
-physician says he is in a dying condition, and canaot live very 
long. Ibave ordered vaccine matter, which, when it comes, 
I will use freely. 

W. T. Batroour, M. D, 
Health Officer. 

Dr. Balfour was written to and some suggestions were made 
in regard to the prevention of the spread of the disease. I am 
glad to report that no other case occurred, 
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In May, Dr. W. B. Sanford, Chief Health officer of Alcorn 
' county, reported that there were many stagnant ponds on the 
premises of individuals in his county, who being poor were 
unable to drain them, and stated that there w2re no public 
funds available and he could do nothing; if there was any 
remedy, to inform him how to avail himself of. it. In reply i} 
was stated that the State Board had no money at its disposal 
to pay for the work that would be necessary to drain them; that 
if they were located in‘an incorporated town the authorities 
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of the town could abate the nuisance and pay the expense of 
the same, and that if the parties should not be willing the 
State Board might commence proceedings to have the nuisance 
abated if in his opinion it was necessary. 

In May, a communication was received from the President 
of a Municipal Board of Health, stating that an order had 
been issued requiring that all privies be cleaned and the con- 
tents removed beyond the city limits and buried. He also 
stated that most of the houses were rented, and asked if the 
tenants could be compelled to have the work done, or should 
the property owners be held responsible for the work. He was 
replied to, that the Attorney-General had been consulted, who 
gave as his opinion, that either the landlords of tenants could 
be compelled, by an ordinance of the town government, to 
have the sanitary work alluded to done, and that it would de- 
pend upon the wording of the ordinance as to whose duty it 
was. 

In September Dr. Balfour, Chief Health Officer of Warren 
County, reported eight or ten cases of diphtheria in the city 
of Vicksburg, and pamphlets on the restriction and prevention 
of the disease were sent him. In October other cases of diph- 
theria, a tase of cerebro-spinal meningitis and cases of dengue 


` were reported by him. 


In September Dr. Gant, Chief Health Officer of Yalobusha 
County, reported that a child was brought to Water Valley from 
Virginia, who after about a week developed a case of scarlet 
fever, which was followed by another case. Pamphlets on the 
restriction and prevention of the disease were sent Dr. Gant, 
and he was requested to report should other cases occur. Iam 
pleased to say no other cases were reported. 

A communication was received from the Chief Health 
Officer of Oktibbeha County, in which he asks: “If a tramp 
were to make his appearance and take sick with some con- 
tagious disease, for instance small-pox, would it be my duty 
officially to take charge of the case and treat it?” In reply to 
which it was said: I will state that,in my opinion, it is not the 
official duty of a Health Officer to treat cases of sickness. His 
duties relate only to the sanitary matters of hiscounty. Ifa 
case of infectious or contageous disease, such as small-pox, 
should occur, it would be his duty to take the necessary steps 
to prevent the spread of the disease, such as isolation, etc. 
Whether he treated it or not would be a matter for him to de 
cide as an individual. 

Reports for the year ending September 30th, 1881, have been 
received from the Health Officers of the following counties: 

Adams, Attala, Amite, Alcorn, Bolivar, Benton, Carroll, 
Claiborne, Copiah, Clarke, Covington, DeSoto, Grenada, 
Holmes, Jefferson, Leake, Leflore, Lafayette, Lowndes, -Lee, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Marshall, Monroe, Madison, Newton, Nox- 
ubee, Oktibbeha, Panola, Scott, Simpson, Sumner, Tippah, 
Tishomingo, Warren, Wilkinson, Washington and Yazoo. 
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In October a communication was received from Dr. S. M. 
Bemiss, of New Orieans, a member of the National Board of 
Health, from which the following extractis made. Referring 
to the Ship Island Refuge Station, this season, he says: 
“The number of ships arriving there known to be 
infected, or with reasonable suspicion of infection, -is 
. about four; the number from infected ports I cannot state.” 
Some six or more cases of yellow. fever have been’ 
treated in the hospital. No death has occurred and in no in- 
stance infectious sickness appeared on board of a ship after 
its release, or in any port of destination. This is gratifying 
work. I can further state that the watering places on the Gulf 
Coast have been thronged with sojourners during the summer, 
x k k * | The only cases of yellow:fever which are 
known to have occurred in the United States, except at this 
station and other quarantine stations, were about five cases at 
Key West. Ihave just returned from a visit of inspection 
there, and it will interest you to learn that evidences are so 
strong that the infection was brought there from Havana that 
there is scarcely room for doubt. The more we learn of yel- 
low fever the stronger the convictions are that the disease is 
nowhere indigenous in the United States.” : 

We have received the following publications since my last 
report: 

Michigan—Eighth Annual Report State Board of Health. 

Massachusetts—Second Annual Report State Board of 
Health, Lunacy and Charity. Thirty-ninth Registration 
Report. 

Tennessee—First Report State Board of Health, 

New Jersey—Fourth Annual Report State Board of Health. 

Kentucky—Second and Third Annual Reports State Board 
of Health. i 

Rhode Island—Third Annual Report State Board of Health. 

Wisconsin—Fifth Annual Report State Board of Health. 

New York—First Annual Report State Board of Health. 
Report of the State Board of Health on the Nuisances of Hun- 
ter’s Point. 

Pennsylvania—Annual Report of the Health Officer of the 
city of Philadelphia. 

Memphis Sanitation and Quarantine, by Dr. G. B. Thornton, 
President Board of Health. 

Hygiene of Emigrant Ships, by Dr. T. J. Turner, Medical 
Director, United States Navy. 

Respectfully Submitted, Wirt JOHNSTON, 
, Secretary. 


EXPENSES OF THE BOARD FROM JANUARY, 1881, To DEC., 1881. 
Expenses of members and their per diem: 
Meeting on April 4th and 5th, 1881, at Jackson: 

BF. Kitre co cero aw ales nats peak eo neat wes $ 31 00 


Sut Vie D HiIl eeraa Re oe eee OERE AES 36 50 
JM Tarl otara teat Calne waa: Gee See eRe 41 35 
Robert Kells....... Bien a suse A eu E E awd ees 6 00 
J. W. BOUNGth..6 oss ead Cee hi Naa E Neca ta ay bre 18 40 
GAG RICO aenn ESS poesia ees eee iE E 25 00 
F. W. Dancy..... EE toa EEE EE Senos EON E 34 00 
D: LPhates dere sb cae sanen oE E Ae ee Ga TE E wae 34 75 
Geo. E. Redwood. ....essssossesesssesesereesserue 31 00 
$258 00 
MEETING NOVEMBER 10ra, 1881, AT JACKSON. 
SV- D-H oe Oe aot E E E See een 30 00 
E-P. ae ces «cs t ie Ta e E E E EO REEE 33 60 
CA RICO teiua Bea E E e vee N Balok E aaa 17 55 
We E Hyrer neeese nana a aa 31 50 
Robert Kells........sossrensresorererecseroomre nnn 3 00 
P. J. McCormick... .e.s Maane Na saa eee On areeaes 21 80 
J. We DOUMO bh sie yada are wie coe eee a aa eee es 17 40 
$154 85 
` STATIONARY AND PRINTING FROM PUBLIC PRINTER. 
1881, 
April 27. 175 Circulars to County Health Officers..$ 7 00 
May 14. 4 ream Letter Heads for President...... 4 00 


May 14, 500 No. 6 Envelopes for President (ex. pre- 


paid) 
erie 10, 500 Pamphlets on Restriction and Pre- 
vention of Diphtheria........ 6... cece eee ee ee 18 00 
October 26. 60 Postal Cards to Health Officers ..... 1 60 


We also received from the Secretary of State 1 Seal 
for the Board edn esi a eee ee een ae Weleda Kees $12 50 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF SECRETARY FOR POSTAGE, 
EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS FROM JANUARY 
Isr, 1881, TO DECEMBER, 1881. l 


1881. DR. - 


January 26. To amount from Auditor.............. $ 25 00 

November 11. To amount from Auditor.............. 15 00 
$40 00 

1881, - CR. 

By amount due Secretary...........ecccceeesuesees 3 22 

January 1. By P. O. Box rent................-006. 1 56 

January 26. By Postage Stamps and Wrappers....... 2 16 


April _ By P.O. Box rent............ «++. i... 156. 
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April 4. By Amount paid on telegram sent on 
October 6th, 1880. (This amount was under- 


charged by the operator through mistake)....... 56 
April 29. By Postage Stamps................... 5 00 
June 18, By amount sent Dr, Hill for postage for 

his ONGC soe oe ta oe yu eae acc S wea ad 5 00 
July 6- By P. O. BOS Vents snachaenvctactuaenss 1 50 
July 23. By telegrams sent.............. eee 1 35 
July 26. By telegrams sent.................005. 2 00 
July 29. By telegrams sent...... PR a arty cette ape 80 
September 7. By telegrams sent..................4- 45 
Septemher 8. By telegrams received Sie Diet avaale dene ante ES 1 00 
October 5. By P. O. box rent.. i 50 
October 5. Py Postage Stamps and Postal Cards. . 3 50 
By Cash On BANG iced sauce ew eekaees cee coss 8 90 

$40 00 


_ Salary of Secretary from January, 1881, to December, 
PSB chy note ne eek Yea Seanad ey e aerat `... -$733 330 


Amount furnished Jackson County Board of Health under 
the provisions of Section 14 of an Act supplementary to an 
Act to amend the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health : 
1881. 


JUNC Ai rerien arer ri eana hweesa sane eae oe $400 00 
September 2l chewscaver cise. Tena EPRA E nia oeae ot 300 00 
$700 00 


i 


REPORTS OF CHIEF HEALTH OFFICERS 


_ Or COUNTIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1881. 


ATTALA COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. M. Lewis, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. S. V. D. Hill, President—and members of the State Board 
of Health—for the State of Mississippi : 


GENTLEMEN: The duties of my office, as Chief Health Offi- 
cer for this (Attala) county, have been discharged during the 
past year without much friction. 

As 1 informed you in my report for year 1880, the Board of 
Supervisors, with my consent, placed the sick paupers under 
my care, so that ail the paupers sick at the poor-house have 
to be attended by me. 

I have rendered several opinions to the Board of Aldermen 
of minor import, but one that caused some feeling, to-wit. 
That bone dust from its character and offensive smell was 
certainly injurious to the health of the community, and the 
Board of Aldermen promptly acting on my opinion, prohibited 
the same from being biought within the city limits. The agent 
did what he could “to overcome this opinion, and defeat the 
Board, but failed. 

The Board of Supervisors, Board of Aldermen and myself 
are working in harmony, and so far they have carried out any 
suggestions that I have made. 

In reference to the opinion that I rendered in regard to the 
offensive bone dust, I laid the matter before your Board in a 
letter to Dr. Wirt Johnston, your Secretary, and the matter 
was referred by him to the Executive Committee of your 
Board: In a letter dated February 10th, Dr. Johnston says 
that in “their (Executive Committee) opinion bone dust pos- 
sessing the bad odor you (I) describe might affect tle public 
health. We, therefore, think your action in protesting agains 
its being stored in your town is wisc, etċ., ete. 

This is a matter that I would like for the State Board to 
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investigate, for I am satisfied that the agents will try to bring 
the dust into this and other places in the State this spring. 
Until your Board speaks out in the matter, I shall continue to 
protest against its introduction within my town; for, while I 
am not able to say that the bone dust causes any special kind 
of sickness, yet I am satisfied that any substance that has such 
offensive odor emanating from it must be unhealthy. During 
the year 1880, we had several (16) cases of typhoid fever in 
this town, something unusual for us. I could not say that the 
bone dust stored the year before (1879. caused it., as the 
fever was not confined to any locality, yet I believe it will cause 
just such a form‘of fever, especially if kept stored in one 
place for any length of time. 

Certainly our Georgia friends could give us some experience 
with it, for a friend told me some time £ since, that he could tell 
when they were near a railroad depot in Georgia by the offen- 
sive bone dust, or perhaps they have used itso > much until they 
are accustomed to the flavor, like the man with a chronic sore- 
lonesome without it. But I think if I had to inhale the per- 
fume all the time, I would emmigrate to some country where 
the land was so rich that bone dust was not necessary. 

I have not seen any action taken by other towns in the State 
Perhaps my county is the only one so poor that the lands need 
fertilizers. 

My county has but few paupers ; consequently my duties in 
charge of the poor sick is not heavy. The poor-house is 
located one (1) mile from the town of Kosciusko in a healthy 
place; good water, etc. 

Our jail is not kept as clean as it should be, but its location 
is fortunately on a high and dry hill. 


aaee, 


BOLIVAR COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. J. W. Dulaney, Chief Health Officer. 


To the State Board of Health of Mississippi : 


I have the honor to submit the following report: , 

During the month of October, 1880, we had some few cases 
of dengue—none, so far as I could. learn, fatal. Many cases 
of hemorrhagic malarial fever, quite managable. Also many 
cases of erysipelas, with no fatal cases. 

During the month of November, 1880, malarial diseases con- 
tinued to prevail, not so extensively as in October but more 
fatal. Rubeola prevailed quite extensively, which was very 
fatal among the negroes. 

During the month of December, 1880, some hemorrhagic 
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malarial fever, which was quite fatal. Rubeola over the entire 
county. Some few cases of pneumonia. 

During the month of January, 1881, scarlatina prevailed ip 
northern. part of county; not very fatal, and confined to the 
neighborhood of Concordia, from which it never spread. 

During the month of February, 1881, health of county 
good; some catarrhal fever and malarial fever; a few cases of 
pneumonia. * 

During the month of March, 1881, catarrhal and malarial 
fevers; also, some few cases of pneumonia.. 

During the month of April, 1881, rubeola quite prevalent 
and fatal among the negroes. 

During the months of May, June, July and ‘August, less 
sickness than was ever known in this county during these 
months. Weather was distressingly warm and dry. Some 

malarial diseases. Many cases of abortion, due to the ex- 
treme warm weather. 

During the month of September, 1881, there has been six 
cases of malarial hemorrhagica, with the same number of 
deaths. Dysentery quite prevalent, and very fatal. Syphilis 
is very common among the negroes, who attacu no importance 
to it. 

I bave made diligent inquiry of the physicians of our 
county, also kept notes, so you have a correct statement of 
the health of our county for the last twelve months. 


CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. W. D. Redus, Chief Health Officer. 


. Wirt Johnston, Jackson, Miss.: , 


ee Sir—Having been absent for four or five weeks, I 
failed to have my report ready on first of month. I wrote you 
that our town council had passed an ordinance requiring burial 
certificates, hence I am able to give you a correct report of the 
deaths of our town for the past twelve months. 

We have a population of 1200, white and black. The num- 
ber of deaths (twenty-two), as shown in following table, may 
seem large, but a large number were persons quite ‘old. 

Our town has been quite healthy during the past twelve 
months. Malarial fever to some extent, and summer com- 
plaints of children. There was an epidemic of measles in the 
county during the winter and spring, several having died from 
complications. Our town, as you will observe, was quite for- 
tunate, losing but one. 

I have used my utmost efforts in improving the sanitary 
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condition of the county, and flatter myself that I have suc- 
ceeded very well. The privy system is not entire:y changed, 
but I have the dry dirt used when possible. 

I failed to mention that there was one case of scarlatina 
during spring, which was reported at time. It did not spread. 
The opinion of the physicians of this town is that it has been 
a remarkably healthy year. 

I earnestly hope that the next session of the Legislature will 
enact more laws for the enforcement of sanitary matters 
throughout the country. 


ad 


CARROLL COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. G. W. Vassar, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health, Jackson, 

Miss. : 

Dear Sir:—I submit the following report, from Carroll 
County, comprising the last twelve months: The county, so 
far as my knowledge extends, is now in good sanitary 
condition. 

During the winter and early spring pneumonia was quite 
prevalent in several localities, but was generally easily man- 
aged. Some few cases assumed a typhoid character with some 
fatality. 

During the spring we had a general epidemic of rotheln, or 
German measles, which I think waspot confined to any special 
locality. | 

In the months of June, July and August rubeola prevailed as . 
an epidemic in many portions of the county, but of a mild form 
and very little? fatality. Wehad in the town of Carrollton. 
about one hundred cases with but a single fatal result. 

Bowel diseases during the summer, though prevalent, per- 
haps less so than usual. Dysentery and dysenteric diarrhea 
have by no means been uncommon, and in the very old and 
young in many instances incontrollable. 

Less fever than usual of all types. I have been informed of 
seyeral cases of malarial hematuria, which were confined to 
no special season, and most of them proved fatal. 

I think I can safely say we have had less sickness during 
the last twelve months in the county than for several years 
past. 

Our jail is in good sanitary condition, no sickness with 
the inmates. 

Iam informed by Dr. Kittrell that it is expected of me to 
give a full report of the vital and mortuary statistics of the 
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incorporated towns ot the county, but having received no 
instructions to that effect, I find it impossible to make any- 
thing like a correct report, consequently will make none. 


COPIAH COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. Geo. W. Purnell, Chief Health Officer. 


To Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health, Jack- 
son, Miss.: 

Drak Sir:—I have the honor to herewith hand you my 
report as Chief Health Officer of Copiah County for the past 
year. 

At the time of making my last annual report we were having 
heavy rains, which continued during the entire winter and 
spring. Allof our streams, ponds, lakes and low places were 
filled with water, but since the latter part of April of the 
present year, we have had a corresponding drought, which 
caused the evaporation of the water in nearly all the ponds, 
lakes and low places where water stood during an ordinary 
summer’s drought. In consequence thereof we have had mal- 
~ arial fevers to a considerable extent all over our county. 
Dysentery has also prevailed to a considerable extent in many 
sections, and at Wesson during the spring measles were preav- 
lent, and owing to the crowded condition of the operatives 
there and from exposure a few: deaths occurred. There has 
also been a considerable tendency to congestion, especially of 
the brain and bowels. 

Also at Wesson there has prevailed during the last six 
weeks a low form of fever amongst the operatives, principally 
typhoid in its character, which I have pronounced remittent 
fever of the typhoid nature, This fever has been styled, erronc- | 
ously, I think, by some physicians typho-malarial. In the 
town of Wesson it has been confined almost exclusively to the 
operatives, although I find it to a more limited extent in many 
other portions of our county. These operatives live in 
tenement houses, sometimes as many as four families living 
in one house, and, of course, are very much over- 
crowded. The premises, as a general thing, are in a filthy 
condition. The fever comes on rather insidiously, bnt 
soon the patient is prostrated. The ratio of deaths has not 
been very large, and several have died of hemorrhage of the 
bowels after having sufficiently recovered to resume work. 
The disease seems now to be abating, and very few are 
at present sick. The extent of the fever and its fatality have 
been erroneously and falsely reported, and I entertain no appre- 
hension of its farther prevalence. 
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I have examined our jail repeatedly and have always found 
its sanitary condition to be excellent, and the ratio of sickness 
amongst its occupants is less than among the county people 
generally. 

I have examined drinking water in several localities, and 
have reported on the same. 

Ordinarily the health of our county should be good, with 
the exception, of course, of some localities exposed to undue 
malarial poison, and I believe that a large amount of our sick- 
ness is caused by imprudence in eating, especially heavy 
suppers, and neglecting two of the great essentials to health 
and morality, the free use of pure fresh water and proper 
ventilation. . 

But I am thankful to say that the health and sanitary con- 
dition of our county, taken on a whole, compared with previous 
years, are very satisfactory. 


La 


COVINGTON COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. Alex. Fairley, Chief Health Officer. 


Dear Docror:—In accordance with your request I herewith 
submit my report. First I will say there are no Municipal 
Boards or incorporated towns in my county. The only infec- 
tious disease that prevailed to any extent here this season was 
whooping cough. It spread with considerable rapidity among 
both races, white and :colored, but was mild in its character, 
causing but few deaths. During the months of July and 
August we had a pretty severe visitation of acute dysentery, 
which attacked both old and young. The disease, however, 
yielded readily to proper treatment. After this came inter 
mittent fever and bilious remittent fever of a severe type, 
requiring for its arrest the persistent use of that great anti- 
periodic, quinine. So far as I have been able to ascertain there 
has been but one isolated case of typhoid fever in the county 
which ended fatally. We have had about the usual number of 
miscellaneous cases, About the only difference in this season 
and last was in the number of cases of intermittent and bilious 
fever, the number of cases being muck greater this season than 
last and‘much severer. The sanitary condition of the jail is 
good, it being for the greater part of the year without 
an occupant. 
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DESOTO COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. J. H. P. Westbrook, Chief Health Officer. 


Wirt Johnston, M. D., Secretary State Board of Health: 


Dear Srr:—-I was under the impression until I received your 
note of a recent date, that the lst of November was the time 
for the regular report of the State Board of Health, and this 
oversight or mistake has caused the delay in sending this com- 
munication. On the lst of May we commenced our sanitary 
operations in Hernando, adopted a rigid system of rules and 
regulations which have been very generally observed, and by 
the Ist of June we had everything clean and in a satisfactory 
sanitary condition. Since that time we have had a regular 
inspection of the town and saburbs by the city marshal every 
few weeks, whose duty it was to examine the premises of every 
person within his prescribed limits, and to see that these rules 
and regulations were strictly carried out, and the result has 
been, notwithstanding the intense heat during the past season, 
the most unprecedented health, within a population ot 1,000 
persons, town and suburbs. We have had very few cases of 
sickness of any kind, and but one death among the whites, and 
that an aged lady, from uremic poison. We have had but 
little assistance from the county physicians and people in car- 
rying outour sanitary rules and regulations, and only in a few 
isolated cases, when the trouble and annoyance were apparent 
to all, have they paid any attention to the matter. Yet 
the health of the county has been unusually good, and with the 
exception of a few isolated cases of measles and whooping 
couga, they have had nothing, but comparatively a few cases 
of disease incident to the peculiar locality. During the latter 
part of the winter and early spring we had some inflammatory 
disease, pleurisy, pneumonia, rheumatism, but mostly 
catarrhal forms confined principally to the children. During 
the summer and fall up to this time we have had some bil- 
ious intermittent and remittent fever, and in a few instances a 
malignant malarial fever, but all attended with little fatality, 
and the amount of sickness in the county up to this time, has 
been much less than in any previous season. 

To secure attention to the necessary sanitary rules and reg- 
ulations in the county and in small towns not incorporated, 
there should be some special legislation, as the interest and 
importance of the subject will fully justify the legislation neces- 
sary to secure a general sanitation that would, no doubt, 
reduce the amount of disease and its fatality, even in the 
county, at least 50 per cent. We had to contend with some 
formidable and prolific causes of disease, both at the court- 
house and county jail, but the nuisance in both cases has been 


[ 97 ] 


removed, and both places are now in a satisfactory sanitary 
condition. The health of the inmates of the jail for the last 
nine months has been good, This year there have been con- 
fined in thejail up to this time fifty-five prisoners, and among 
that number none have died, and only two cases that required 
medical attention. The Female College isin a good sanitary 
condition, and has been almost entirely exempt trom disease 
during the past season, having had only three cases of sickness 
this summer, and only two of them: requiring any attention 
whatever. To improve the general health, the sanitation of the 
county and small towns must be enforced, by special local 
authority, ag it is impossible to convince the common people of 
the necessity and importance of observing these simple sani- 
tary rules and regulations, and to make sanitation successful 
and a blessing to the whole county, its rules and regulations 
must be strictly observed and carried out by all; then with a 
pure atmosphere, pare water and plain wholesome food, we 
would necessarily have no diséase, except that produced by 
accidents, exposures and excesses of various kinds. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. N. L. Guice, Chief Health Officer. 


To the State Board of H eulth: 


GENTLEMEN—From the date of my last report (October 1st, 
1880,) to the first of July of the present year, the health of 
this county has varied little from the average. Pneumonia 
was more prevalent during the winter and early spring months 
than was experieuced during same period of last year. The 
disease was not of virulent type, and the mortality not above. 
the average. No special cause for this increased prevalence of 
pneumonia could be ascertained, except it might be attributed 
to the uncommonly severe winter. 

There was also an increased number of cases of (Severe) 
acute bronchitis during this period, as well as of mild catar- 
rhal diseases. No deaths reported from such cause. 

On May 6th I published an address in the county paper, 
calling attention to the more important sanitary rules of your 
Board, and urged that they be observed by people, both in 
town and country districts. In this address physicians were 
called upen to co-operate with me in all matters relating to the 
sanitary interest of vhe county. 

Measles and whooping-cough have prevailed, separately, in 
some districts of the county, and beyond these I have heard of 
no epidemic disease, I know of no such disease at this writing 
in the county. 

About July 1st malarial diseases became more prevalent 
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than for many years past. This excessive prevalence continues 
up to this writing, though a considerable falling off is -notice- 
able since the middle of September. 

Simple intermittent and remittent fevers have been the prev- 
alent type of all the diseases traceable to malaria. Nearly all 
cases were mild in the inception, and, when timely and judicious 
treatment was resorted to early, the disease yielded promptly 
and without difficulty. The death rate was apparently not 
greater than that of average years, when these diseases are 
less prevalent. Many deaths occurred, but in almost every 
instance the fatal result was traceable either to total neglect of 
the victim, partial neglect in the shape of delay ot treatmeut, 
or to improper treatment. These destructive agencies are to 
be ranked in the order in which they are mentioned. 

Farm laborers and others whose calling entailed exposure to 
the sun’s rays, were the chief sufferers from malarial diseases. 
The colored population suffered more than the white. This 
greater suffering is applicable both to the relative number of 
cases and deaths. 

The cause or causes of this great prevalence of malarial dis- 
eases could not, in the present state of medical and sanitary 
science, be removed, and hence it would be folly to go into a 
discussion of this great question. 

During last winter, diphtheria and scarlatina prevailed to a 
considerable extent in the city of Natchez. This city is dis- 
tant twenty-six miles by rail from Fayette, but ig much nearer 
the southern border of my county. There is constant inter- 
course between a large part of the people of this (Jefferson) 
county and those of Natchez. There was great danger that 
either diphtheria or scarlatina, or both, would be through this 
intercourse transplanted into this county. In order to prevent 
this calamity, I warned the citizens of this county visiting 
Natchez to make diligent inquiry concerning the location of 
these diseases in the latter city, and to avoid contact with per- 
sons and things from families in which these diseases then pre- 
vailed, or had existed during the recent past. In two instances 
I gave orders prohibiting parties residing in Natchez, and 
being of families in which scarlatina had prevailed, the privi- 
lege of visiting families residing in this county. In one other 
instance an order was issucd warning the parents of a youthful 
citizen of this county. then on a visit to a family in New Or- 
leans, in which scarlet fever existed, not to permit the return 
either of the party in question or of the baggage of the same, 
save under such restrictions as were then given by me. 

From personal observation. extending over this county and 
those immediately adjoining, I am cenvinced that State legis- 
lation is needed, and greatly needed, indeed, to protect all 
classes of citizens, but more especially the less educated and 
poorer classes, against the constant aid dangerous imposition 
practiced upon them by travelling and other vendors of quack 
medicines, and also, legislation giving protéction against igno- 
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rant pretenders and incompetent practitioners of medicine. It 
is clearly the duty of every State to protect her citizens as 
much as may be in her power, not only against open and 
avowed enemies—such as are visible and recognizable by even 
the least educated and least suspecting person—butit is equally 
and even more properly her duty to protect them against the 
lurking and clandestine enemy who for the sake of gain is 
constantly imposing upon their credulity, and robbing them 
of.their money, by selling them worthless medicines. 

The vendor of quack medicines, however, is least harmful 
of the two classes above referred to. He is usually found 
traveling from place to place, selling his worthless compounds 
as ‘‘cure-alls,” and usually doing no other injury than is compre- 
hended in the term “robbery” of unsuspecting people. Such 
business is neither legitimate nor respectable, and the injury 
thus done the people is of sufficient magnitude to call for 
repressive legislation. 

Bnt of the two classes of enemies to the State, the ignorant 
pretender and incompetent physician are incomparably the 
most harmful. It is simply impossible that the great mass of 
the people should correctly judge of the qualifications of the 
physician; hence, it necessarily follows that every person claim- 
ing to be a physician is employed as such by a number of 
people more or less great. This is governed by circumstances, 
as you will readily understand. 

The degree of popular confidence obtained by some of these 
ignorant pretenders, or incompetent physicians, as the case 
may be, is often astounding to the intelligent physician. 
Thousands of citizens of this State are to-day employing 
these ignorant men. The most valuable lives are entrusted 
with confidence to their care, and hundreds are being thus 
consigned to premature graves solely for want of a reasonable 
amount of knowledge and skill on the part of their medical 
attendant. This is no exaggeration, and the assertion can be 
substantiated to the satisfaction of any intelligent person. 

Will the great State of Mississippi longer tolerate such a 
deplorable and dangerous condition of affairs, or will she emu- 
late the proud example of Texas, Illinois and other States of 
the Union, by enacting laws protecting her citizens by re- 
quiring that no person shall be permitted to practice medicine 
or surgery within her borders who does not possess reasonable 
knowledge and skill in these professions? Such laws would 
lay open to the people the ignorance and dangerous incompe- _ 
tency of these pretended physicians by compelling them to 
undergo an examination before a competent medical board. 
Those failing to pass this examination to the satisfaction of 
this board would be compelled by study to fit themselves for 
discharging the important and sacred trust of physician, or to 
leave tte State for her good, in search of patients not pro- 
tected by law. _ 

It is no hardship, when the life, health, prosperity and hap- 
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piness of so many people is involved, that a State should 
require a reasonable degree of intelligence and skill.on the 
part of those practicing medicine within her borders; but it is 
indeed a hardship that these blessings should be repeatedly 
menaced and as constantly destroyed for want of proper legis- 
lation. 

It is the province, as it is the dnty, of your Board, to direct 
the attention of the Legislature of our State to this lamentable 
evil. You are fully aware that in my imperfect presentation 
of the subject no exaggerated picture has.been drawn, but 
that, in truth, the evil is greater and more destructive than 
could possibly be known to any single individual, In truth, 
there is not to-day a county in the State which is not to a 
greater or less extent groaning under this destructive evil. 


LAWRENCE COUNTY. f 


! 


Report of Dr. James A. Rowan, Chief Health Officer. 


Wirt Johnston, M, D., Secretary State Board of Health: 


Dear Doctor: Having been pressed in my practice, I have 
delayed making a report as Health Officer of Lawrence county, 
and Iam not now prepared to make as full a report as I would 
like as I have not heard from all the physicians in the county- 
However, I will give such information as my limited opportu. 
nity will admit of. There has been more sickness in this 
county during the last twelve months than for several years 
past, yet the death rate has been comparatively small. From 
the 1st of October, 1880, until the 1st of May, 1881, there was 
but little sickness of any character—some little pneumonia, 
proving fatal however in but few instances. 

- From the Ist of May until about the 1st of August there was 
considerable dysentery of a mild type. In some localities 
pertussus has been quite prevalent. frequently complicated 
with dysentery or malarial fever, proving fatal. in many 
instances amoug the negroes, due perhaps to an insufficiency 
of diet and medical aid. A-few cases of measles have occur- 
red, but hardly to the extent to be denominated an epidemic. 
There has been an unusual amount of fever common to Pearl 
river bottoms during ‘the latter part of summer and up to the 
present time, but not of a fatal nature ; the few deaths that 
have occurred from fever was mostly where congestion occur- 
red. The fever rate in the river section I believe would be greatly 
decreased by a more thorough drainage and the use of cistern 
water, as the water mostly used i the river bottoms sipes from 
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the numerous lakes, lagoons, etc. Ifa fuller report is required 
by the Honorable Board, let me know the nature of the infor- 
aa required and it will be my pleasure to report more 
fully. 


LEE COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. R. C Cunningham, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health, Jackson, 
Mississippi : 

Dear Sik: In accordance with instructions from your office, 
I have the honor to submit my annual report as Health Officer 
of Lee county, as follows : 

Ist. Our county has enjoyed unusual exemption from all 
classes of disease, the most prevalent being those of malarial 
origin with occasional cases of sporadic typhoid fever. 

2d. The sanitary condition of the county has been and is 
still exceptionally good. A few cellars have been drained and 
uuisances suppressed by the authorities of incorporated towns. 
The -people have generally yielded a cheerful obedience to the 
health laws of the State; we have had no epidemics of any 
kind except one, in the spring, of measles, which was a very 
mild type and did not spread to much extent. , | 

3d. On the 5thof May last I addressed letters to the author- 
ities of all the incorporated towns in the county, advising 
them to appoint Boards of Health. I received responses from 
most of them, stating that they had organized such boards 
and would report the same to the State Board. 

4th. About the first of May I procured a quantity of vaccine 
virus and proceeded to vaccinate quite a number of persons, 
but found it exceedingly difficult to enlist the people in the 
business, many seeming averse to the protection unless “small- 
pox was raging near.” 

Sth. Have visited and examined our county jail and ascer- 
tained that the prisoners have generally been healthy, only a 
few cases of fmalarial fever being reported; the jail is well kept 
and prisoners cleanly and well fed. 

6th. Iam pleased to report, that the people as well as the 
-medical profession have aided me greatly in carrying out such 
sanitary measures as were needful, and prescribed by law. 

7th. In the matter of vital statistics I could not make a 
definite report ; the population of the county is upwards of 
20,000; the rate of mortality for the year is very small, while 
the birth-rate has been quite large for a population situated as 
ours, 
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In my opinion some wholesome laws suppressing and pun- 
ishing quackery would greatly contribute to the public welfare 
and safety, and elevate the dignity and increase the usefulness 
of legitimate medicine. 


LEFLORE COUNTY. 
Report of M. G. Davis, M. D., Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary Mississippi State Board of 
Health, Jackson, Miss.: 


Sir:—In making my healsh report for our county tor the 
year ending October Ist, 1881, I find no matter of material 
importance to communicate in regard to sanitary reform or 
improvement. The health of this county since October, 1880, 
has been remarkably good. Never known so good for many 
years. Decidedly better than last year, though that was 
unusually good. „The sanitary condition of our county site 
is not so good as desired, since I have not been fully able to 
get the co-operation of the town officers. It has continued heal- 
thy, however—so perfectly so that the people can not be easily 
impressed with the importance of sanitary improvements. The 
county jail is in fine order in,every way, and has been kept so 
through the entire year. Though it is constantly full of 
prisoners there has been not one serious case of sickness for 
many months. The character of diseases prevailing during the 
preceding year has been about the same as of previous years. 
None of serious nature, except those of malarial origin, with a 
moderate amount of pneumonia and dysentery. We have had 
among us an eruptive disease, which seems to have prevailed in 
all parts of the State, much resembling rubeola, but has not 
proved of much importance here. I considered it a form of 
rubeola, probably rothein, but have met nothing exactly like it 
before. 


. LINCOLN COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. H. J. Bowen, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary Mississippi State Board Health, 
Jackson, Miss.: 


DEAR Sir:—In compliance with instructions: I herewith 
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submit the following annual report of the sanitary condition of 
Lincoln County for the past year: 

There has been nothing of unusual interest to report, except 
an epidemic of measles which occurred last winter and spring 
of rather mild type, and attended with little fatality. 

In the western portion of this county dysentery in epidemic 
form prevailed to a large extent, attended with considerable 
mortality, owing, no doubt, to the extreme and protracted heat 
of the season. i 

The usual visitation of malarial fever; has been unusually 
mild throughout the county. 

There is now prevailing in our city an epidemic of dengue 
fever of unusual severity, but so far unattended with any 
fatality. ; 

Typhoid fever has prevailed to a limited extent and of mild 
type. The amount of sickness as compared with former years 
is considerably less. 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. B. A. Vaughan Chief Health Officer. 


\ 
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To the Mississippi State Board of Health: 


GenTLEMEN:—The undersigned “Chief Health Officer” for 
tue County of Lowndes, in compliance with law, has the honor 
to submit his annual report. l 

That progress in sanitary matters is slowly being appreciated 
by the citizens of Lowndes County; but the “ Health Officers ” 
functions are thought to be valuable to them, chiefly in an 
epidemic of some dangerous disease, or on the prevalence of 
some dangerous malady. 

In the early spring I gave through the local press an official 
notification to the people of the county, that I would examine 
all water that was used for drinking and culinary purposes 
that might be brought to my office. Since such notification I 
have been rarely without water to examine, and Iam confident 
that the health of many of the people has been protected and 
benefited through this service, as much of the sipe well 
water was found to be foul with organic matters. 

The general health of the countysfor the year has been good, 
except at one locality near Mayhew, regarding which I shall 
report specially, and to which I invite considerate attention 
from the Board. 

I regret my inability to give a report on vital statistics from 
the whole county. The city of Columbus is the only place in the 
county that I have been able to influence to adopt the policy of 
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requiring “‘burial permits.” Crawfordville and Artesia, 
incorporated towns, have made promises, as yet not complied 
with. 

The mortuary report for the year 1881, to the (first half) is 
presented as valuable statistics, the requirement of ‘ burial 
permits being rigidly enforced. 

The population of Columbus, according to United States 
census, is 5,519. The semi-annual deaths, up to August Ist 
last, were as follows: 


White Adult Males...... 1 Black Adult Males........ 2 
Females .............22008 4 Females................. 8 
OUI wkd eee eed 5 Totale as Or 10 
‘UNDER FIVE YEARS OF AGE. 
White Males.............. 5 Black Males.............. 8 
White Females............ 0 Black Females............ 8 
Total... onanan Sre D Totale awe eee ale 16 
RECAPITULATION . 
Adult Males...s.......... 3 Adult Females............ 11 
Minor Males............. 18 Minor Females.. ......... 8 
€ 
Total Male........... 16 Total Female........... 19 
AGES. 
Under one year Of age. coves eeen tan DECAPETALA 18 
From one to five years of age.... 2... ee eee eee ee eee 
Erom five to eighty-eight years of AGE eee eee eee I4 
Total of all ages ¢ cici ssa cried eddies Pie la e araen 35 
CAUSES OF DEATH. kg 
White Adult Males. Black Adult Males. 
Pneumonia.............¢ -, 1 Alcoholism............... 1 
. ~ Tuberculosis ............. 1 
White Adult Females. Black Adult Females. 
Typhoid fever............ 1 Pneumonia Notha........ 1 
Age and debility.......... 1 Not known... ........... 1 
Age and pneumonia....... 1 Phthisis pulin cas gc-c1455s 3 
Cholera Infantum......... 1 Pneumonia............... 1 
Epilepsy.............. Bane 1 
Congestion of the bowels... 1 
UNDER FIVE YEARS OF AGE. 
White Males. Black Males. 
Fever remittent........... 1 Whooping cough...... vern O 
Whooping cough......... 2 &NENMONI sy sod 54 ie as 2 
Cholera Infantum.......... 1 
Convulsions.............. 1 Females. 
è Wheoping cough.......... 6 
Diarrhoea ..............-- 1 


Convulsions.............. 1 


W hole total from all causes.... 
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It will be observed that whooping cough among the indigent 
blacks was a prominent factor in the death rate. 

“ Rotheln ” prevailed extensively in the adjoining counties, 
and was introduced into this county in the late spring. Pre- 
vious to its introduction I had as Chief Health Officer given 
public notice of its prevalence with our neighbors, and warned 
the people that safety was to be found byisolation. It was 
introduced from Oxford, througk the presiding elder of the 
colored Methodist Church. At my instance the city authori- 
ties forced isolation by quarantine. The malady was again 
introduced into the city through another channel. Quarantine 
was then abandoned at my suggestion and “ dangerous disease 
signals” used instead. This was associated with an explanatory 
proclamation by the Mayor. The disease was arrested in the 
household of the fourth family, each of the invaded house- 
holds having been thoroughly purified by disinfection and 
burning. - 

Iam pleased at being able to report that sanitary drainage, 
as suggested by the “Health Officer” is receiving more earnest 
attention. Household and kitchen wastes I regret to report 
are still carelessly disposed of, despite the oft repeated and 
earnest endeavor of the ‘‘ Health Officer,” to inaugurate a 
more sanitary procedure. In the city of Coiumbus even, I 
have not been able to have rules Nos. one and two of State 
Board of Health complied with. 

Your careful attention and consideration is invited to the 
following facts: On the plantation of J. O. Banks, near 
Mayhew, in this county, there occurred this spring an out- 
break of typhoid fever, resulting in fourteen deaths. They 
were all colored people, and so under the influence of colored 
“voodoo” doctors, that they declined the services of Dr. 


Ryland, physician of that neighborhood, nor could they be , 


influenced by the proprietor, manager, Dr. Ryland or Health 
Officer. i 

They had been assured by their “voodoo” doctors, who 
were also their spiritual guides, that they were all “ tricked,” 
and they alone were able to dissolve the spell. Fourteen lives 
were the sacrifice tothis superstition. A close sanitary inspec- 
tion of the premises, and a fortunate suggestion as to the 
water being the real cause of the fever, was seized upon by 
one of the colored servants, and upon his announcement that 
their enemies were “ tricking” them through their water, the 
wells were cleaned and a guard placed over them to prevent 
farther pollution. The fever afterward claimed no new vic- 
tims, and death on that plantation was stayed. Thisis by no 
means an isolated case, but is selected because of the immense 
consequences. These colored so-called doctors are in every 
town and neighborhood in the county, and doubtless in the 
State. Here the death rate among their race steadily increases, 


8 


[ 106 ] 


‘still borns” alarmingly so, all of which I am afraid is not 
separated from criminal intent. E 

I regret to report that charlatanism is not in this county con- 
fined to the colored race. A notable instance came under my 
own knowledge: A young man, who had read medicine for a 
few months, went to Louisville, Ky., to attend lectures last 
year. He was absent some months when he returned with a 
diploma in medicine from a Cincinnati faculty, and at once 
proceeded to the practice of medicine. For the protection of 
the public health I do hope the State Board will in its recom- 
mendations to the Governor, urge that efficient protective 
legislation be had in this direction. 

Among the duties erumerated in Section 8 of the Article in 
regard to Boards of Health, is to report on matters regarding 
public schools and the preservation of the health vf pupils. 
The. discharge of this duty is hindered and embarassed by 
reason of want of co-operation on the part of School Directors 
and Trustees. Most of these bodies seem to be jealous of any 
suggestions as to the managemen‘ of the public schools, and 
suggestions from Health Officers are not kindly taken and acted 
upon. School buildings are constructed not in. conformity 
with well accepted rules of hygiene, but in violation of such 
rules. <A certain and increasing per cent. of the pupils be- 
come myopic, from ill-lighted school-rooms, especially in the 
female departments. Physical education is wholly neglected, 
and often impeded by the rules of the school, said rules being 
adopted more for the convenience of teacher than pupils. 

The public mind seems to have been directed more to the 
“hard worked” master than to their pupils; and if the pupil 
have the misfortune to have a delicate physical organization, 
the recognition it receives from the masters generally seems 
to be more in the light of a faalt than a misfortune, which a 
proper physical training might relieve. Hot-house mental cul- 
ture seems the accepted order of the day, and the future men 
of the State are expected to need brain only, without a whole- 
some body, capable of carrying the brain to fruitfulness. I 
venture to suggest as a remedy to many of the errors of public 
school life against hygiene, an amendment to the school laws 
soas to make the Health Officer of the county ex-officio a 
member of the School Board of Trustees or Directors. To 
this suggestion I respectfully ask the State Board of Health’s 
consideration when they come to recommendations to the Gov- 
ernor. Public health and public schocls are so related, and 
through such a variety of channels, that it seems almost im- 
perative they should be correlated to get from both the great- 
est public good. Many of these channels suggest themselves 
for presentation, but I refrain from burdening the Board with 
further discussion of a subject which doubtless has received 
their grave attention. 

One other suggestion in the field of recommended legislation 
I beg to indulge in before closing this report. ` The State 
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Board too well realize the labor which is associated with the 
public health move made by the State, and how little the pub- 
lic appreciate the silent and severe labor undertaken and per- 
_ formed by the sanitarian in the sole interest of public health; 
but I appehend they do not know how far away from recogni. 
tion such labors are from the average Board of County Super- 
visors. That continuous and ever watchful labor. which sees 
afar off an approaching danger, and prepares for or averts it, 
is either not recognized or soon forgotten. Such Boards seem 
to only see the brilliant stroke, or powerful blow, which some 
startling dangers receive. These opportunities being rare, 
recognition of labor done meets with such uncertain appre- 
ciation that I apprehend that many who are prepared to under- 
take and accomplish valuable sanitary labors for the State, 
may ultimately abandon the field, out of self-respect; at least 
so long as Boards of Supervisors may at each monthly meet- 
ing discuss the pecuniary merits of such labors. While I 
personally am free from such embarassment, I cannot refrain 
from saying something in behalf of co-laborers, and venture to 
suggest to the State Board the feasibility of amending Section 
12 of the Statutes so as to make it mandatory upon Boards of 
Superyisors to pay by county warrants, as now fixed by law, a 
fixed salary to the County Health Officer, and suggest that an 
equitable basis could be reached by allowing one cent per 
annum for every enumerated inhabitant of the county. To 
this suggestion I hope favorable consideration will be given 
by the State Board of Health, and that they will recommend 
to the Governor some plan which will relieve Health Officers 
from the uncertain action of Supervisors, and that the salary, 
be it much or little, shall be definitely fixed—at least for the 
term of appointment. I make the suggestion with less hesita- 
tion, for the reason that I believe that should an incompetent 
Health Officer be appointed, he would be the sooner removed 
by Supervisors calling the Governor's attention to their coun- ‘ 
ties suffering through such incompetency, and leave some of. _ 
them to depreciate his services by change or withdrawal of -° 
salary. Some such plan, or the abolition of salary to Chief 
Health Officers of the county, I believe to be desirable, to 
enable the State to get and keep the more competent service. 


A 
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MADISON COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. A. T, Semmes, Chief Health Officer. 


To the Honorable State Board of Health of Mississippi: 
GENTLEMEN : In attempting a report of the health of Madi. 


[ 108 ] 


son county, I shall be unable to make it satisfactory to myself 
or to your Honorable Board. 

Unprovided with the convenience of a reliable barometer, 
thermometer, or rain-fall measure, I can only make some gen- 
eral remarks upon climatic condition. 

The past year, dating from Ist day of September, 1880, has 
been remarkably different, in a climatic point of view, from 
what we usually experience in this section. 

Commencing early in the autumn of 1880, heavy rains con- 
tinued for several months, producing floods all over the county. 

This hot spell was followed by the most severe winter that 
we have endured for the thirty years residence in Mississippi. 

At no time did the mercury reach so low a degree as it did 
on a fèw days in the winter of ’78-’9, but the average range- 
was much lower all through the season than for'many | years. 

After such a prolonged cold winter we have passed through 
a summer of unprecedented heat and dryness. 

So protracted was the drought that water for stock became 
a heavy tax upon the farming people; and in a great many 
families drinking water of an inferior quality had to be pro- 
cured from long distances. 

This unusual condition of the climate resulted in a great 
change in the nature of the diseases met with at the com- 
mencement of last fall; in the month of September we had a 
good many cases of dengue fever, some of them fully devel- 
oped and unmistakably marked with all the pathognomonic 
symptoms of the disease. ` 

After the rainy spell set in, bloody flux (as it is generally 
known) showed itself quite frequently. 

The cold sleety weather of November and December brought 
on many cases of pneumonia and bronchitis, which diseases 
prevailed on till late in the spring. , 

I saw no symptoms of diphtheria during the entire year. 

Though warned by your honorable Secretary of the appear- 
ance of scarlet fever at some points in the State, I found no 
cases approaching that disease in character. 

During the extremely heated summer, in its first half, there 
were comparatively few cases of fever; but all the cases which 
did develop, were strongly marked with the congestive type of 
remittent bilious fever. And this congestive tendency gave us 
a good many ugly cases of pneumonia in the dry heated period. 
These pec uliar cases were more frequent than ever before 
noticed during dry summers. 

In these strange cases there was a decided absence of pain 
in the lungs, and each daily period of remission in the.fever 
would involve an enlarged area of the lungs in the painless 
hepatization, l 

On close examination of the lungs in these patients we would 
find one of the lungs perfectly free to-day, and after to-morrow’s 
time of remission it would be completeiy engorged without the 
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patients being warned by the usual symptoms of acute pneu- 
monia. 

As we come on down to the present autumn, this congestive 
type became more prominent and prevalent, and at the time of 
this writing, we are having a great many cases of congestion 
of the liver, bowels and stomach, whereas earlier the head and 
lungs were frequently the points of attack. 

Those cases in which the congestion attacked the bowels 
with most violence developed dysentery of rather a serious 
grade. 

Acute hepatitis was not unfrequent and led to a good many 
cases of so-called typho-malarial fever. 

Up to this time I have seen no typhoid fever, and I suppose 
the cases of which I have heard as such were really of the 
above typho-malarial nature. 

There have been a few cases of hematuric fever in the 
county, but this form of the fever has certainly been rarer 
than in years of less heat and more moisture. 

Jaundice has followed several of the cases of congestion of | 
the liver, but much less frequently than “a priori” reasoning 
would lead us to expect. ` 
. There has been in my vicinity a marked deficit of diarrheal 
hae owing, in a great measure, I think, to the scarcity of 

ruits. 

I attended two cases of positively well-developed sporadic 
Asiatic cholera, in which the rice-water discharges were pro- 
fuse, producing thorough collapse with the characteristic mus- 
cular cramps and cadaveric ecchymosis. 

The rate of mortality during the past year has been much 
above the average. - 

There has been a complete absence of all infectious or con- 
tagious diseases. 

No vital statistical records are kept in this county. 

No burial permits are required. 


+ 
MONROE COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. J. M. Greene, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr, Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health: 


I beg leave to submit the following report of the sanitary 
condition of this county during the past twelve months, 

The severity of the winter months was attended with an 
unusual prevalence of catarrhal troubles, and pneumonia 
was quite’ frequent and unusually fatal, especially among the 
poor and aged. 
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In February, measles appeared in the county, and centinued 
rife until May. While not generally malignant, it was quite 
severe, and frequently eccentric in the initial stages, the usual 
coryza and bronchial catarrh being substituted by violent 
gastric catarrh, with profound systemic depression, and pre- 
ceding the eruption from four to seven days. 

Fortunately there was little or no fatality and the rate of 
troublesome sequels was small. 

In June and July a catarrhal dysentery prevailed extensively, 
attacking not less than thirty five per cent. of the population, 
but it was exceedingly mild and manageable, requiring treat- 
ment in but few cases. But in August and September, in one 
of the rural districts, dysentery became malignant, and gave a 
higher rate of mortality than yellow fever. This district is 
as little malarious as any part of the county, presents a topogra- 
phy favorable to salubrity, and, after careful investigation, 
nothing could be discovered to explain its special sclection by 
the scourge. 

Whooping-cough has prevailed to a limited extent. 

The malariai fevers have been moderate in number and 
degree, certainly not exceeding those of the average season. 

Typhoid fever has continued its appearance throughout the 
year but in sporadic form. 

No authenticated cases of diphtheria have been reported. 

The benefits of systematic sanitation have been positively 
evinced by the striking contrast in sickness and mortality as 
shown by this city and the rural partof the county. While 
in the former the death rate has been less than an average, in 
the latter it has been greater than has ever been known. The 
Health Officer regrets his inability to give any figures, since all 
efforts at securing a registry of births and deaths, even in the 
city, have been futile, and he still believes that nothing short 
of a penal statutory requirement by the Legislature will secure it. 


MARSHALL COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. A. M. West, Chief Health Officer. 


ems Se 1 


Wirt Johnstow:-Secretary State Board of Health: 


In accordance with my duties prescribed by the Mississippi 
State Board of Health, the following report, for the year ending 
October Ist, is submitted : 

It is gratifying to be able to report, that during my official 
year, just closed, there has been no epidemic of auy disease of 
a contagious or infectious nature within my official boundaries, 
save circumscribed endemic of scarlet fever hereinafter men- 
tioned. 
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Of course my information from the county, outside the 
limits of Holly Springs, being only partial from lack of authen- 
tic and detailed reports, wiil, to that extent, be deficient in 
thoroughness. 

I am satisfied that the rules, regulations precautious and sani- 
tary measures adopted by your Board, conceived, as they were, 
in wisdom and a comprehensive design of medical conserva- 
tism, are efficient in execution and thoroughly adapted to the 
ends practically aimed at. Hence, from my humble station as - 
County Health Offiter, I can offer no suggestions in amend- 
ment of what has already been so well and satisfactorily 
done. 

Tn the execution of local sanitary measures, e. g. in the 
enforcement of cleanlinesss proper disinfection and removal of 
filth which may be detrimental to private and public health, I 
(most probably in common with other health officers) some- 
times meet with stubbornness and a lack of that public- 
spirited co operation so essential to a thorough and satisfactory 
performance of my duties. Especially is this the case in times 
of fancied security, when the community is maintaining a 
healthy standard and no infectious or contagious disease ap- 
palls the tranquil eye and excites into feverish action the public 
pulse. 

I think the people should be educated and elevated toa 
higher plane of action and intelligence on this very important 
subject; but Iam persusded your honorable Board will give 
this its due weight of consideration and will discharge your 
duties arising out of the same as patriotically, efficiently and 
satisfactorily as the necessity demands. 

The following is a report of such general sickness as has 
occurred in this town and county, month by month, since last 
October. 

October, 1880.—Intermittent fevers, neuralgia, catarrhal 
troubles and minor afflictions. No malignancy. “Nothing infec- l 
tious or coniagious. 

November, 1880.—Same diseases prevailed as during the 
previous month, save a few cases of pneumonia reported from 
the country. Fewer fevers and really less sickness than in 
October. Nothing infectious or contagious. 

December, 1880.—Few cases of malarial troubles--consider- 
able prevalence of “colds” and catarrhal affections—-some cases 
of pneumonia and bronchitis reported from the country, and 
one or two cases of pneumonia in Holly Springs——None fatal 
reported. Nothing infectious cr contagious. 

January and Febr uary, 1881. —-There were some few mala- 
rial troubles occurring through these two months—considerable 
increase of pneumonia, bronchitis and catarrhal sickness— 
‘pneumonia more prevalent and more fatal than since the winter 
of 1876, and more fatal in the country than in the town of 
Holly Spri ings. Was not able to get a correct detailed report 
of the number of cases and their fatality. There were three 
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deaths from pneumonia for the two months in Holly Springs. 
Nothing infectious or contagious. - 

March, 1881.—This was quite a sickly month—pneumonia 
still prevailing, but not so fatal—one fatal case in Holly 
Springs—not so many cases reported from the country as 
during either of the previous two months—some chills and fever 
in both town and country. Nothing infectious or contagious, 
save a few cases of whooping-cough in town and country, and 
eight cases of scarlet fever reported from neighborhood of Mt 
Pleasant. As soon as the scarlet fever was announced in said 
neighborhood, quarantine was established and isolation en- 
forced, and the spread of the disease controlled. 

April and May, 1881—-Only such sickness as is incident to 
the Spring months. During April especially, there was a great 
deal of sickness, mostly of malarial origin. There were a few 
cases of pneumonia even as late as the middle of April. 
Nothing infectious or contagious. 

June, July and August, 1881.—Of the three summer months, 
August was the most noted for sickness, intermittent and re- 
mittent fevers being the prevalent forms. During the month of 
Jnly and the first part of August, there were reported three 
cases of typhoid fever in Holly Springs, ail of whom recovered. 
Other cases, in the neighborhood of the typhoid patients, 
which were malarial, assumed a typhoid type, two of which 
were fatal, and both were children. 

September, 1881.—I was absent, on account of ill-health, 
during the latter half of this month. On my return home found 
one case of “typho malarial fever,” which proved fatal. 
Malarial fevers, mostly remittent, prevailed considerably during 
the month, both jin Holly Springs and in the country. Said 
fevers, to some extent, are characterized by typhoid symptoms. 
Neither myself nor Dr. Dancy, President of Board of Health, 
have seen any of these typhoid cases, save the typho-malarial 
case which was under Dr. Dancy’s charge. They are reported 
by other physicians and seem to be confined mainly to the 
negro population. 

I am investigating the cause or causes of this so-called 
typhoid condition, and will call upon the Board of Health, as 
also the Mayor to co-operate with me in executing my duties 
in the premises. l 


NOXUBEE COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. H. A. Minor, Chief Health Officer. 


+ 


To Mississippi State Board of Health: 
GENTLEMEN: In making this, my annual report, I am happy 
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to be able to state that the inhabitants of this county (Noxubee) 
have not suffered during this year from any severe epidemic, 
contagious or zymotic diseases. Rubeola and pertussis have 
prevailed to some extent, but the cases were usually mild. Spo- 

radic cases of diptheria have occurred. _ There have been rather 
more malarial diseases than usual, but not often of a very 
severe character. We have not had any of those terrible ex- 
pressions of it as seen in hematurial remittent, nor many 
cases of severe congestion. If my people would pay proper 
attention to drainage, and to their drinking water, I verily believe 
that no more healthy country could be found than this would 
be; aud drainage can usually be effected very easily; the drink- 
ing water also can be secured, of good quality with proper care 
or effort. Especially do these facts obtain in the prairie lands. 
I have striven to instill a knowledge of hygiene, especially in 
reference to these points, into the people, by lecture and by 
newspaper articles, but they seem hopelessly indifferent to the 
subject, The town of Macon is especially well drained, and 
its sanitation is in most respects very good. The civil author- 
ities willingly and energetically aid me, and carry out my sug- 
gestions. Hence, malarial and zymotic diseases are much more 
rare, and much more amenable to treatment. 
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OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. W. N. Ames, Chief Health Officer. 


An epidemic of cerebro-spinal fever commenced about the 
first of January of the present year, in the eastern part of the 
county, and continued until the first of March. At the same 
time there prevailed an extensive epidemic of measles. The 
first case occurred in Starkville January 30, and was brought 
from Sardis, Miss. Every neighborhood and community in 
the county had the measles, and very few houses were exempt- 
ed. The type was marked by its extreme mildness, as there 
were but few deaths from this disease in the county, and very 
few serious sequele. One death occurred in this county from 
measles complicated with acute enteritis. The subject was a 
‘negro woman, She had no medical treatment and died of 
neglect. As the measles existed in other counties in the Sta‘e, 
the disease was brought to the A. & M. College by the stu- 
dents, and the surgeon in charge had a large number of cases 
to treat, which he did with gr eat success, 

The ‘cerebro- spinal fever was of a remarkable type in the 
majority of cases. These cases had rather peculiar symptoms, 
not always observed in cerebro-spinal meningitis. The initial 
symptoms would be, perhaps, a rigor, with fugitive neuralgic 
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pains in the extremities, hyperzsthesia of the surface, rather 
high fever in some instances, temperature ranging from 101 
to 104 degrees, quick pulse and the resemblance of the case 
to typhoid fever, especially in the protracted nature of the dis- 
ease. The most of the patients suffered from extreme prostra- 
tion and other features of adynamia. The absence of enteric 
complication, and the absence of the peculiar eruption of 
typhoid fever, showed conclusively that it was not this fever. 
The nervous system appeared to be the seat of the disease. 
Some cases were, of course, complicated with intercurrent 
pneumonia and bronchitis, as the 'season of the year would 
favor, but outside of these accidents there was no organ in- 
volved. The neuralgic pains continued as long as the fever 
existed, seated sometimes for a few hours in one foot or toe, 
and perhaps in a few hours transferred to the other extremity. 
All the functions controlled by the medulla oblongata were se- 
riously interfered with. Ina number of cases the pulse would 
fall to forty beats to the minute, and respiration not exceed ten, 
the patient being at such times partially comatose or pa tially 
insensible. 

A number of cases of active meningitis were treated with 
success. Three deaths occurred out of perhaps 800 cases in all. 
Dr. Phares, Surgeon A. & M. College, met with a number of 
cases in his practice, and his success was remarkable. 

For a more extended account of this epidemic I respectfully 
refer the Board to Dr. D. L. Phares, who took great interest 
in his cases and those of other physicians. 

Oktibbeha county has enjoyed her usual health during the 
latter part of this year. We have not had the usual amount 
or malarial affections this year. 

We have not had a case of typhoid fever in the county. 
Since first of September and the last of August we have had a 
number of cases of typlho-malarial fever to treat, not confined 
to any particular part of the county. The results have gener- 
ally been favorable. The physicians of this county meet these 
cases every fall. The enteric features of the cases are usually 
difficult to manage. The symptoms resemble typhoid fever, 
commencing with a fever that is not at all manageable, awd 
continues a sub-acute enteritis for perhaps thirty or forty days, 

sand attended with extreme emaciation. 


PANOLA COUNTY. i 
Report of Dr. A. I. Ellis, Chief Health Officer. 


Dr. Wirt Johnston: 


Dear Sir--Since my annual report of last October, in 
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which I stated briefly something of the topography of this 
county and the usual diseases and their causation. I have the 
pleasure to submit through you to the State Board of Health 
the heaithiest year we have had since 1845, especially so far 
as malarial diseases are concerned. Our comparative exemp- 
tion frum this form of disease during the past summer, I be- 
lieve to be owing to the extreme dryness of the season and the 
absence of any considerable luxuriance of vegetable matter. 
According to the book theory, in order to the production of 
marsh miasm, heat, moisture and vegetable matter are neces- 
sary. We certainly had excessive heat, but not the moisture 
and vegetation. 

It affords me pleasure to report no epidemic diseases since 
last year’s report. The winter months were, perhaps, more 
severe than usual, consequently old people and children suffered 
mure from diseases of a pulmonary and catarrhal character, 
but with small death rate. Some few cases of sporadic dys- 
entery and diarrhoea have occurred, but of a mild type. 
During the extreme cold weather of lust winter we had more 
rheumatism in this locality than in preceding years, and ,also 
more diseases of a nervous character. In the winter and 
spring months we had rather more typhoid fever than several 
years preceding, but not amounting to an epidemic. 

We are not much troubled with pulmonary disease of a 
chronic character; pneumonia, acute bronchitis and the ordi- 
nary catarrhal fevers being more prevalent. 

I might enumerate other diseases that prevailed to a limited 
extent, which are more or less common, but not of such mag- 
nitude as to be ‘of interest to the State Board ot Health. The 
only apology I can offer for this imperfect and meagre report, 
is that I have been unable to secure the necessary co-operation 
of the people, and especially of my medical friends. 

I highly appreciate and estimate State medicine, not only 
as a means to protect human life, but as a financial measure, 
which has not been unworthy of the consideration of states- 
men. As a proof of my desire for the success of the labors 
of the State Board ot Health, I respectfully extract from a 
short card published by mein our village Papi in which I 
urged the importance of strict compliance with the law by all 
incorporated towns and physicians. It was by my urgent 
request that the municipal authorities of this town passed an 
ordinance requiring all physicians residing in said town to 
furnish to the Clerk of the Board by the first of October, and 
he tothe Chief Health Officer, all deaths occurring in their 
practice, but I regret to report they have failed to comply 
with above ordinarce. Tue following is the extract above 
alluded to: 

‘‘The State Board of Health urges the importance of each 
incorporated town in our county to organize a Board of Health. 
If any incorporated town should not have the power under its 
charter to enforce rules for sanitary purposes, Sec. 11 of an 
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Act to amend the Statutes in regard to Boards of Health, 
approved March 4, 1880, gives them, according to the opinion 
of the Attorney-General, full power to enforce ordinances 
necessary for the protection of the public health. The same 
Act, Sec. 11, states further that all incorporated towns in the 
State shall have power to appoint Boards of Health and to 
suppress as nuisances auything dangerous to public health, 
with full power of enforcing ordinances for the registration of 
mortuary statisties. The State Board requires me to furnish 
mortuary statistics of each incorporated town. I therefore 
urge each to furnish me with the same by the first of Septem- 
ber next, at which time I am required to make report.” 


If the provisions of the above ordinance had been complied 
with I would have been able to make a more thorough and 
satisfactory report. 


WARREN COUNTY. 
Report of Dr. W. T. Balfour, Chief Health Officer. 


ana 


Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health: 


Dear S1r—I herewith submit my semi-annual report for the 
six months ending April-Ist, 1881. My last report closed on 
October Ist, 1880. At that time I reported a case of supposed 
diphtheria, which nad been reported to me on September 24th, 
but which was, in all probability, a case of mild scarlet fever, 
as the subsequent facts seemed to prove. 

In my note book I have recorded the following, dated Oct. 
Ist, 1880: 


_ “ The case reported on September 24th, as one of diphtheria, 
has revovered, but another child in the same family is sick. 
To-day it is pronounced to be mild scarlet fever. The child 
has the sore throat and eruption of scarlet fever ;/in this there 
is some resemblance to roseola. The first case ‘had an erup- 
tion, but not as well marked as the second. No known source 
of infection. I deem it unnecessary to relate the succession 
and history of the succeeding cases, and will simply state that 
there were ten in all, covering a period dating from September 
24th to December 5th, 1880. All of the cases recovered.” 


A full history of this scarlet fever outbreak was mailed to 
you at the time. 

I will here state that at this time I notified you of the action 
of the Municipal Board of Health in relation to a sanitary 
survey of this city by the National Board of Health. The 
National Board of Health replied that the communication 
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had been received and favorably acted upon, but would be de- 
layed, as there were no available funds at their disposal at that 
time for such purposes. Since the present Congress has made 
an ample appropriation for all-of the needs of the National 
Board of Health, a communication has been addressed to 
them, and to the resident member at Memphis, to neither of 
which has an answer been received to date. 

The circulars issue by the State Board of Health to prevent 
the spread of scarlet fever, were teceived and distributed to 
` the press and the people. 

On December 20th a death from diphtheria was reported. 
No other cases bhaye occurred. 

January 13th,“£881, two cases of measles, contracted in 
Brookhaven, this State, were reported to me. No other cases. 

March 15th, a case of small pox at the city pest-house, 
from steamboat J. Sharp McDonald. A history of this case 
has been sent to you, also to the authorities at New Orleans, 
Louisville and Pittsburg, and to the National Board of Health, 
and to Drs. Bemiss and Mitchell. 

March 234, 1880.—This afternoon I was called to sce a 
colored child six years old, who presents all the symptoms of 
measles. She has been attending a favorite colored school in 
town, but can trace no source of infection. Will report further 
information or any new cases. 

March 24th, 1881.—Tbhree more cases of measles discovered 
to day, a few hundred yards from that of yesterday, and have 
been attending the same school. One, aged eleven years, was 
taken sick on 21st, and eruption appeared in two days ; another, 
in same family, aged nine years. eruption appeared on 23rd ; 
another, in same family, aged eight years, has no eruption, 
but fever for two days and “cough and suffusion of the eyes— 
all colored, I can find no source of infection from the school. 

The small-pox case died to-day, and have had him buried in 
the rear of the pest-house, and enveloped in a sheet saturated 
with zine chloride solution and No. 5 carbclic acid, and the 
bedding, baggage, ete., burned. Iam having the proper pre 
cautions taken by disinfection, etc., and by fumigation, to pre- 
vent any infection from this case. Will notify you should 
there be further developments. 

March 25th, 1881.—Another case of measles to-day, in the 
opposite end of town. Can trace no infection to the same 
source as the others. This evening I discovered a case of 
chicken-pox on the levee—a white child about nine years of 
age; has been attending the public school. : 

“I have vaccinated the patients and Atenia in the hos- 
pital. There has been no appearance as yet of another case 
of small-pox. 


i 


: VicxssurG Miss., October, 1st 1881. 
Dr. Wirt Johnston, Secretary Mississippi State Board Health: 
DEAR Sir:—I herewith “submit my semi-annual report, as 
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County Health Officer, for the six months ending September 
30th 1881. g 

April 23 —I reported the prevalence of meningitis in the 
city and suburbs. There was one death on the 20th in the 
county, and two in the city on the 23d, both white. I had at 
this time « case in the city hospital, a mulatto boy who subse- 
quently recovered. At that writing there were six cases in all, 
and every one of them over fifteen years of age—young 
adults. ° 

May 13.—There had been five or six deaths from the same 
cause, and several cases in the city. On the same date as 
above, I reported to you the condition of Messrs. Ehrmans’ 
slaughter-pen and declared it in my judgment a public nui- 
sance. 

May 18.--I received instructions from you to notify Messrs. 
Ehrmans that their slaughter-pen was a nuisance and to abate 
the same immediately. This I did, informing them how to 
keep it in a good sanitary condition, which they promised 
faithfully to carry out. They failed to do as they had prom- 
ised, and still receiving numerous complaints of the horrible 
stenches arising therefrom, on August 19th I sent to you a pe- 
tition signed by the majority of the residents of the neighbor- 
hood, asking that the slaughter pen be abated. I also sent 
you a report of the same after an inspection of it on that day, 
declaring that I considered it a public nuisance, as Messrs. 
Ebrmans had failed to comply with their agreement. Septem- 
ber 17th, upon this evidence the case was tried by the Judge of 
the Circuit Court of this District, and he promptly declared it 
a nuisance and ordered the same abated. 

June 19.—A case of diphtheria was reported to you. 

June 30.—I visited the poor house and found every-hing 
very comfortable and clean for the seven occupants, 

Aug. 17.—There was a death from meningitis. August 
19th, I reported to you several cases of typhoid fever; upon 
inquiry I found several of the physicians had several such 
cases, 

‘Aug. 20.—Another death from diphtheria, and two more in 
the same family. They have no connection with the case re- 
ported above. August 25th cases reported last are now conva- 
lescent. August 30th four more cases of diphtheria reported, 
and many sore throats in the neighborhood. They all recov- 
ered. In all about twelve cases well marked, besides the sore 
throats, which were probably due to the same cause. 

Sept. 26.--I received a communication from Dr. F. W. Reilly 
that by order of the Executive Committee of the National 
Board of Health, the Inspection Station below Warrenton 
would be discontinued on the 30th of September, and all In- 
spections ~cease after that date, ete. 

Knowing that the Inspections at the Vicksburg.Station had 
been very badly conducted for a time during the summer. I 
replied to Dr. Reilly, who was in the city but did not call to 
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see me; that his letter had been received and contents noted. 
Thanking the National Board of Health for the services rend- 
ered this community during the summer, I sincerely hoped 
the inspection system on the river would be inaugurated next 
season, but more efficiently managed than it had been during 
the past summer. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY. 


Report of Dr. R. S. Toombs, Chief Health Officer. 


GENTLEMEN——In offering this report to your honorable body, 
I have the pleasure to state that we have had during the past 
year a complete immunity from all contagious or infectious 
diseases, save a slight furm of measles occurring in a few 
sections of ihe county. 

During the winter months bronchitis and pneumonia pre- 
vailed in some of the low districts of the county, and, as 
is usual, was most prevalent, as well as fatal, in those classes 
who were ill-prepared to withstand the vicissitudes of winter, 
and more especially with those subjects whose constitutional 
vigor had been impaired from chronic chills and malarial 
cachexia. 

During the spring months, bowel derangements were. fre- 
quently met with. A bilious form of dysentery prevailed in 
some localities, almost epidemically. The disease was ex- 
tremely. obstinate, and less amenable to treatment than in 
former years. 

Later in the season, a low type of fever prevailed, of a 
typho-malarial character. Indeed, most of our diseases had a 
well marked tendency to assume the aplastic or asthenic form, 
and were attended with an unusual degree of prostration and 
debility. Quinia has seemed to exert less curative effect upon 
our fevers than usual, and in many eases of this typho-ma- 
larial type, the drug exerted only a modifying influence over 
the disease, lessening temperature during its exhibition. Some 
-of these cases afforded evidences of great nervous disorder, 
temporary deafness, loss of vision,.etc., while others were 
marked with gastric and gastro-enteric symptoms, not infre- 
quently attended with hemorrhages demanding hemostatic 
treatment. 

While malarial hematuria has not been so prevalent as in 
years previous, the disease appeared more fatal than hereto- 
fore, and less amenable to treatment. 
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We have urged the importance of vaccination, but regret to 
report great indifference generally, but more especially among 
the negroes and lower classes, to avail themselves of the pro- 
tection afforded from this precautionary measure. Nothing 
but compulsory laws will ever cause this class to be vaccinated. 

We have ever endeavored to impress our people of the im- 
portance of using cistern water, iu lieu of the general use of 
driven wells, yet the major part of our citizens rely upon this 
source of water supply for general use. 

I would most respectfully submit to your honorable body, 
that J have had great trouble in supervising the sanitary 
condition of the slaughter-houses located just outside the cor- 
porate limits of this city. Before the organization of the State 
Board of Health, there was erected at considerable expense 
two large houses of this character upon the banks of a chute 
bordering the north-eastern limits of this place. This chute 
in mid-summer becomes still water, and the butchers had been 
in the habit of casting the offal and refuse from these houses 
into this water, which became both offensive and unhealthy. 
Immediately upon my appointment to office I at once inspected 
these houses and put them rigidly ander the rules of your 
Board. I ordered the offal removed daily, and kept the houses 

na healthy condition. I have found this an herculean task, 

as the butcher, as a sanitarian, is a failure. But usaally, when 
I threatened the rigid enforcement of the Rules of your Board, 
my instructions were obeyed. During my enforced absence 
in the month of August last, for the purpose of recruiting my 
health, these instructions were neglected, and the house of one 
of these parties (C. Moyse & Co.,) became foul and offensive, 
and a firm by the name of Adams & Jones added another 
structure of like character to the number. and in the same 
locality, but at less expense, At this time the very worthy 
Secretary Of your Board was appealed to by a petition numer- 
ously signed for their removal. Said petition was very kindly 
forwarded to me by Dr. Johnston, when I at once inspected 
said houses and set them to rights, and but for the absence 
of C. Moyse, who, like myself, had been absent in quest of 
health, should have asked the removal of his house, as a 
nuisance under Section 9 of law creating State Board of 
Health. Said C. Moyse & Co. gave me a sacred pledge to 
keep their house strictly in accord with your rules, and prom- 
ised to remove the same voluntarily if further complaint was 
made. Now-if in your judgment further leniency should not 
be extended him, I will at once personally and officially ask 
its removal. I would state here, that I should ask these houses 
to be removed to the river bank but for the continual caving of 
the same. I shall certainly see that nothing from them passes 
into the chute above mentioned. 

I have seen fit to change the system of cleaning our county 
jail, and have inaugurated a plan to afford better ventilation 
to the prisoners, and preserve the health of the same. 
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In my last report to your honorable Board I presumed to 
offer some suggestions upon the importance of bringing before 
the Legislature of our State the necessity of some law creat- 
ing a Drainage Commission.. 

Without further taxing your indulgence upon this subject, 
I beg to say that until the problem of drainage is solved, all 
other matters of local hygiene for this valley are but secondary 
in importance. The recent sale of the lands of the Levee 
Board, and the reclaiming of other lands hitherto lying in 
waste, leads me to believe that this section, once drained would 
restore health to its population, and invite a thrifty white im- 
migration that would yield a revenue to our section and State 
far in excess of the cost of any rational system of drainage. 

Yearly immense bodies of water are imprisoned along the 
line of our levees, until the summer sun evaporates and the 
earth absorbs the same. ‘These waters emit noxious vapors, 
producing disease and death, and which, by proper authority 
and effort, could be drained back into the river, or allowed to 
pass through the levees, by piping arranged with suitable lock 
flood-gates. A body of water as above described is left, after 
the river falls every year, within a mile of this city, to dissem- 
inate its pestilential odors, to the great injury of the health of 
the city and its environs. 

Trusting that this last feature of my report may be consid- 
ered by your honorable Board, all is respectfully submitted. 


JACKSON COUNTY. 
Report of Quarantine at Pascagoula. 


To the Honorable State Board of Health, Jackson, Miss. : 


The Board of Health of Jackson county submits the follow- 
ing report of its operations for the epidemic season of 1881: 

Quarantine was established May the 16th, and was continued 
until November first, during which time forty-four vessels have 
arrived in port and been bearded, The arrivals from tropical 
ports. have not been so numerous as last season and greater care 
has been taken to observe the sanitary and quarantine regula- 
tions published by the National Board of Health. The Italian 
Bark Dea arrived trom Aspinwall, having lost two men and 
had others sick on board, but none at the time of arrival. :She 
was treated as an infected vessel and was sent to the Ship 
Island station and detained for observation fifteen days, but no 
other cases occurred on board. It is the opinion of this Board, 
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that if the opinion of the Attorney-General, relative to the 
quarantine law in Harrison and Hancock counties, is correct, 
in view of the fact that the latter county has no quarantine 
this season, and that Harrison county removed her quarantine 
restrictions on the first of October; that some further legisla- 
tion should be oad at the next meeting of the Legislature, 
enlarging the powers of the State Board. 

We feel constrained to commend the very efficient manner 
in which the National Board of Health Quarantine Station at 
Ship Island has been conducted this season, and hope it will 
be continued and liberally supported by the Government,’ for 
the good of the whole country. 

Accompanying this jis the report of the Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
E. F. GRIFFIN, Presidenr. 

M. M. Evans, Secretary. 


Sanitary Rules and Regulation 


OF THE 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


FOR PREVENTION OP DISEASE. 


Rute 1.—No privy-vault, cesspool, or reservoir into which 
a privy, water-closet, stable or sink is drained, except it be 
water-tight, shall be established or permitted within fifty feet 
of any well, spring, or other source of water used for drinking 
or culinary purposes. 

Reason.—Soil, especially if it be sandy loam or gravel, or 
clay with inclined strata or layers, is often an unsuspected 
conductor of the liquid contents of such receptacles to wells 
or springs of water. Many well-authenticated cases of typhoid 
fever and other dangerous and often fatal diseases have been 
traced to the use of water so contaminated. 

Roe 2.—In privies with no vault below the surface of the 
ground, dry earth or coal ashes must be used in sufficient 
quantities, and often enough to absorb all the fluid parts of 
the deposit, and the entire -contents must be removed suffi- 
ciently often to insure cleanliness. 

Reason.—Dry earth or coal ashes are nearly complete disin- 
fectants if used in sufficient quantities to absorb all the fluids. 


Rute 3.—Privies with vaults and all cesspools and reservoirs 
named in Rule 1, must be cleaned out at least once a year 
between the months of November and March, and from the 
first day of March to the last day of November shall be kept 
thoroughly disinfected by adding to the contents once every 
month, a solution of copperas. 

Reason.—During the hot season putrescent gases are given 
off from the decomposing excreta in such vaults. These gases 
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~are not only very offensive, but are frequently the cause of- 
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dangerous diseases. They contain compounds of ammonia, 
which are decomposed by solution of copperas and the foul 
odor destroyed. In a family vault two pounds of copperas a 
month is usually sufficient. In vaults uaed by a large number 
of persons, five or more pounds of copperas should be used 
monthly. 


Rote 4.—No privy vault or cesspool shall open into any 
stream, ditch or drain, except such sewers as are covered and 
well protected, or such as are kept thoroughly cleansed and 
purified. 

Reason.--Same as for Rule 1. 


Rute 5.--No night soil or contents of cessopols shall be 
removed unless previously deodorized by mixing with solution 
of copperas, and during removal the material shall be covered 
with a layer of fresh earth, except the removal be by the 
‘*Odorless Excavating Process.” 

Reason.~-Same as for Rule 3. 


Rute 6.--All sewer drains that pass within fifty feet of any 
source of water used for drinking or culinary purposes shall 
be water-tight. 

Reason.—-The danger uf contaminating the water. 


Rute 7.--No sewer drain shall empty into any lake, pond 
or other source used for ordinary purposes, nor into any stand- 
ing water whereby health may be endangered. 

Reason.--Same as for Rule 1. 


Rute 8.—No house offal, dead animals, or refuse of any 
kind shall be thrown upon the streets or public highways, or 
left exposed by any person; and no butcher, fish monger, or 
vendor of merchandise of any kind, shall leave any refuse 
upon the streets, or uncovered by earth upon the lots of any 
county, city, town or village, and putrid and decaying animal. 
or vegetable matters, must be removed from all cellars and 
out-buildings, on or before May first in each year. 

Rute 9.—All families, hotels, restaurants and others accu- 
mulating garbage, are required to have a proper covered recep- 
tacle for swill and house offal, and to cause the contents to be 
regularly removed as often as twice a week between the first 
day of May and the first day of November, and once a week 
at all other seasons. - 

Reasons for 8 and 9.—Decomposing animal and vegetable 
matters are the sources of poisonous gases, dangerous to 
health. i 

Rore 10.—No hogs shall be kept in pens within one hundred 
and fifty yards of any dwelling, except in such with floors, 
kept entirely free from standing water, and regularly and 
freely disinfected. 

The health authorities will order the removal of such ani- 
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mals at any time, when they appear to be prejudicial to the - 
public health, safety or comfort. 

Reason.—Same as for 8 and 9. 

Rote 11.—No animals affected with an infectious or con- 
tagious disease, shall be brought within the limits of any 
county, city, town or village, except by permission of the Chief 
Health Officer of the county, or the Municipal Board of 
Health, if it be an incorporated town, and there is such a 
Board. No diseased animal, or its flesh, and no decayed, dis- 
eased or unfit meat, fish, vegetables or fruit, or diseased, im- 
pure or adulterated milk or other article shall be sold or offered 
for sale as food. 

Rute 12.—No slaughter-house or abattoir shall be estab- 
lished or used as such within any county, city, town or village, 
unless kept tree from all obnoxious smells, and all offal be 
removed every day; and no melting or rendering house, and 
no place for manufacturing or other business giving rise to ob- 
noxious or injurious vapors or odors, shall be established or 
used as such within any county, city, town or village except 
by the permission of the Chief Health Officer of the county, 
or the Municipal Board of Health, if it be an incorporated 
town and there is such a Board. BE 


RESTRICTION AND DESTRUCTION OF INFECTIOUS AND CONTAGIOUS 
MATTER. 


Rute 13.—Any householder in whose dwelling there shall 
occur a case of cholera, yellow fever, scarlet fever, diphtheria 
or small-pox, shall immediately notify the Chief Health Officer 
of the county, or the Municipal Board of Health if it be an 
incorporated town and there is such a Board, and, until in- 
structions are received from one of the above named health 
authorities, shall not permit any clothing or other property that 
may have beeu exposed to infection to be removed from the 
house, nor shall any occupant take up residence elsewhere 
without the consent of the health authorities, 

RuLe 14,—Any physician who may be called to a case of 
any of the diseases specified in the foregoing rule shall, at 
once, report such case to the Chief Health Officer of the 
county, or the Municipal Board of Health, if it be an incor- 
porated town and there is sueh a Board, and receive instruc- 
tions in regard thereto; and whenever there shall come under 
the observation of any physician such number of, cases of 
measles, typhoid fever, dysentery, whooping-cough or cerebro- 
spinal meningitis as in his opinion to justify the belief that an 
epidemic thereof is threatened or exists, he shall at once 
report the same to the local health authorities, with such sug- 
gestions in regard thereto as may seem to him best. 

Ru xe 15.—No person or article liable to propagate a danger- 
ous disease shall be brought within any county, city, town or 
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village without the special consent and direction of the Chief 
Health Officer of the county, or of the Municipal Board of 
Health, if it be an incorporated town and there is such a 
Board; and whenever it shall come to the knowledge of any 
person that such person or article has been brought within 
such limits, he shall immediately give notice thereof to the 
Chief Health Officer of the county, or the Municipal Board of 
Health, together with the location thereof. i 

Ruru 16.—No person sick with any of the diseases specified 
in Rule 13, shall be removed at any time except by permission 
and under direction of the Chief Health Officer of the county, 
or the Municipal Board of Health, if it be an incorporated 
town and there is such a Board. 


Roxie 17.-—Persons affected with any of the diseases Speci- 
fied in Rule 13, and all articles infected by the same, shall be 
immediately separated from all persons liable to contract or 
communicate the disease, and none but physicians, nurses and 
the clergyman of the family shall be allowed access to persons 
sick with these diseases, and these persons, in the case of 
yellow fever, small-pox or scarlatina, after having visited such 
sick, shall not leave the premises, nor mix with other persons, 
until they change their clothing in a pute atmosphere, or are 
thoroughly disinfected. 


Rute 18.—Persons recovering from any of the diseases 
specified in the preceding Rules, and their nurses, shall not 
leave the premises till they have been thoroughly bathed, and 
their clothing disinfected. 


Route 19.—Houses in which yellow fever, cholera or small- 
pox have occurred, shall be subjected to sulphurous fumiga- 
tion. l 


RULES FOR DISINFECTION IN CONTAGIOUS OR INFECTIOUS 
; SICKNESS. 


I.—DISINFECTANTS TO BE EMPLOYED. 


1. Roll-sulphur (brimstone) for fumigation. 

2. Sulphate of iron (copperas) dissolved in water, in the 
proportion.of one and a half pounds to the gallon; for soil, 
sewers, etc. 

3. Sulphate of zinc and common salt dissolved together in 
water, in the proportion of four ounces sulphate and two 
ounces salt to the gallon; for clothing, bed linen, etc. 

NoTE.—Carbolic acid is not included in the above list, for the followin 
reasons: It is very difficult to determine the quality of the commercia 
article, and the purchaser can never be certain of securing it of proper 
strength; it is expensive, when of good quality, and experience has shown 
that it must be employed in comparatively large quantities to ‘be of any use; 
itis liable, by its strong odor, to give a false sense of security. 
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II.—HOoW TO USE DISINFECTANTS, 


1. In the sick-room.—The most available agents are fresh 
air and cleanliness. The clothing;.towels, bed linen, ete., 
should, on removal from the patient, and before they are taken 
from the room, be placed in a pail or tub of the zine solution, 
boiling hot, if possible. 

All discharges should either be received in vessels containing 
copperas solution, or when this is impracticable, should be im- 
mediately covered with copperas sclution. All vessels used 
about the patient should be cleansed with the same solution. 

Unnecessary furniture—especially that which is stuffed— 
carpets and hangings, should, when possible, be removed from 
the room at the outset; otherwise, they should remain for sub- 
sequent fumigation and treatment 

2. Fumigation with sulphur is the only practicable method 
for disinfecting the house. For this purpose the rooms to be 
disinfected must be vacated. Heavy clothing, blankets, bed- 
ding and other articles which cannot be treated with zinc solu- 
tion, should be opened and exposed during fumigation, as 
directed below. Close the rooms as tightly as possible, place 
the sulphur in iron pans supported upon bricks placed in 
wash-tubs containing a little water, set it on fire by hot coals, 
or with the aid of a spoonful of alcohol, and allow the room 
to remain closed for twenty-four honrs. For a room about 
ten feet square, at least two pounds of sulphur should be used; 
for larger rooms, proportionally increased quantities. 

3. Premises.—Cellars, yards, stables, gutters, privies, cess- 
pools, water-closets, drains, sewers, etc., should be frequently 
and liberally treated with copperas solution. The copperas 
solution is easily prepared by hanging a basket containing 
about sixty pouads of copperas in a barrel of water. 

4. Body and Bed-clothing, etc.——It is best to burn all articles 
which have b2en in contact with persons sick with contagious 
or infectious diseases. . Articles too valuable to be destroyed 
should be treated as follows: 

(a.) Cotton, linen, flannels, blankets, ete., should be treated 
with the boiling hot zinc solution; introduce piece by piece; 
secure thorough wetting, and boil for at least half an hour. 

(b.) Heavy woolen clothing, silks, furs, stuffed bed covers, 
beds and other articles which cannot be treated with the zinc 
solution, should be hung in the room during fumigation, their 
surfaces thoroughly exposed, and pockets turned inside out. 
Afterward they should be hung in the open air, beaten and 
shaken. Pillows, beds, stuffed mattresses, upholstered furni- 
ture, etc., should be cut open, the contents spread out and 
thoroughly fumigated. Carpets are best fumigated on the 
floor, but should afterwards be removed to the open air and 
thoroughly beaten. o 

5. Corpses should be thoroughly wasked with a zine solution 
of double strength; should then be wrapped in a sheet wet 
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with the zinc solution, and buried at once. Metallic, metal 
lined or air-tight coffins should be used when possible. ~ 


SUGGESTIONS IN REGARD TO GENERAL SANITATION. 


— a oe 


Drainage.—-A thoroughly drained soil is. all-important. 
This should be secured where practicable, by a complete sys- 
tem of sewers or underground drains. If this is not practi- 
cable, superficial or surface drains should be properly located, 
and frequently examined. so as to insure cleanliness and effect- 
iveness. 

It is of: the first importance that dwelling houses should be 
built on- dry ground, so elevated that there shall be no possi- 
bility of an accumulation of stagnant water under the floors 
at any time. 

Constant inspection of houses, cellars, yards and out build- 
ings is imperative, so as to prevent the accumulation of filth, 
garbage or masses of decomposing organic matter so preju- 
dicial to health. It is equally necessary that some means be ' 
ta for the disposal of the same, so as to ender it harm- 
ess 


Water-Ciosets AND Priviss.---Foul odors are Nature's sig- 
nal of danger. Water closets should be properly constructed, 
kept free from odor and always plentifully supplied with water. 
The waste-pipes should be wholly disconnected from all other 
pipes and provided with independent ventilation. They should 
- be so located as to avoid all possibility of polluting the air of 
any other part of the house. 

Where privies are used, they should be built above ground 
with water-tight vaults, kept always free from foul smell by the 
liberal use of dry earth sifted upon the contents or by the use 
of a solution of copperas. They should be emptied at least 
twice a year or oftener if the contents accumulate to more 
than one-third the capacity of the vault. The walls and ceil- 
ings should be thoroughly whitewashed. 

Instead of ordinary privies the pail system in general use in 
many of the manufacturing towns of England is recommended 
as being found to combine economy, simplicity of construc- 
tion, easy management, with great facility for removing con- 
tents without odor or inconvenience. ! 

Privies should be so placed asto prevent their exhalations 
from contaminating the air of houses or polluting the sources 
of water supply fromtwells or cisterns. 

Water SupPLy.——* Water, next to air, is the chief necessary 
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~of life.” We may even place it before food, because all food 
is largely composed of it; and it is required. too, for personal 
cleanliness, and for the purification of our houses and their 
surroundings. 

Running streams and springs, which are the best sources of 
water supply, should be frequently examined, in order to detect 
otherwise unsuspected causes of pollutions. 

Cisterns should ve constructed of suitable material, carefully 
built and covered, and so placed that no foul air can pass 
through or over the water they contain. The overflow pipes 
from cisterns should be free from connection with any other 
pipes. Roofs and gutters supplying cisterns must be frequently - 
inspected, and some simple contrivance should be adopted to 
insure their careful cleansing, before the water is allowed to 
run into the cistern. Cistern water ought to be frequently 
examined and kept free from color, odor, or other indications 
of impurity. 

Wells are the most dangerous sources of water supply, for 
few wells are safe from surface pollution. Wells should, there- 
fore, be properly located. to avoid all possible risk of contami- 
nation from their surroundings, carefully built with elevated 
curbs and covered tops. The water they contain should be 
examined at short intervals. 

A simple method of examinaiion is by dissolving a lump of 
loaf sugar in a quantity of the suspected water in a clean 
bottle, which should have a close-fitting glass stopper. Set the 
bottle in the window of a room where the sunlight will fall on 
it. If the water remains bright and limpid after a week’s ex- 
posure, it may be pronounced fit for use. But if it becomes 
turbid during the week, it contains enough impurity to be 
unhealthy. Such water should not be used for drinking 
pyrposes until it has been boiled and filtered; after which, it 
should be grated by any simple process, such as pouring 
several times from one vessel into another in the open air. 
The addition of a solution of permanganate of potassa will 
also serve, in most cases, to sufficiently purify water for drink- 
ing purposes. Eight grains of the permanganate to one ounce 
of distilled or boiled water will make the solution. Add one 
drop of this to half a pint of the suspected water; if the red 
tint disappears in half an hour, add another drop, For every 
drop that loses its color in the half pint, there will be from 
one-half to two grains of organic impurity in one gallon of the 
water. If such water must be used, drop inthe parmanganate 

. until the red tint remains ; the solution inthis proportion is 
not injurious, nor does it taste unpleasantly. 

Dwetines.—The prime conditions of health in a house 
depend upon cleanliness, pure air and unpoluted water; the 
prompt and thorough removal of LL refuse; and the perfect 
exclusion of all foul matters arising outside the house. 

Good ventilation is absolutely necessary. Rooms should be 
freqently aired, and if possible the sunshine admitted daily. 
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Overcrowding is a fruitful source of air pollution in dwellings. 

Zealous attention should be paid to cellars, pantries and 
passages. Mold, darhpness and foul smells are never to be 
neglected. The sun’s rays, free ventilation and a lavish use of 
whitewash are excellent scavengers. 

The floors of dwellings should be frequently washed. Choose 
for this purpose a dry day; doors and windows to be left open 
during and after the operation until thoroughly dry. The 
floors « of dwellings should always be raised from three to four 
feet above ground, so as to insure perfect ventilation boneath, 
and the site should be higher. than the surroundings, so as at 
all times to prevent dampness or presence of stagnant water. 


DISINFECTANTS AND DEODORANTS. 


Deodorizers, or substances which destroy smells, are not 
necessarily disinfectants, and disinfectants do not necessarily 
have an odor. 

Disinfection cannot compensate for want of cleanliness nor 
of ventilation, 

From the long list of these agents the following have been 
selected, as it is believed tbey will meet all ordinary demands: 


].—FRESH STONE LIME. 


Application.—To absorb moisture and putrid fluids. 

How used.—Pulverized and scattered over places to be dried. 
In damp rooms it should be placed in pans it liberal quanti- 
ties. Mixed with water, it is used to lime-wash walls and 
and ceilings. Itis useful when spread over heaps of fresh 
manure as a preservative. 

4 


2.—CHLORINATED LIME. 


Application.—To destroy putrid gasses and check putrefac- 
tion. -z 

How used.—A solution of chlorinated lime made by strain- 
ing and decanting a gallon of water into which a pound of the 
lime has been dissolved is a good disinfectant fluid to use in 
washing the bodies of those who have died of small-pox, 
cholera, scarlet fever and other diseases. It is a good solution 
to use in the sick room for cleansing the hands of the nurse, 
and iato which small articles can be immersed which are 
awaiting an opportunity to be boiled. ` 

To generate chlorine gas, pour strong vinegar or ‘dilute sul- 
sulphuric acid upon chlorinated lime “placed in pans in the 
room. Or, place in an earthen vessel four ounces of peroxide 
of manganese and pour upon it one pound of muriatic acid. 

- Chiorine gas is regarded as an efficient disinfectant, but it 

must be efficiently applied. It is very efficient in disinfecting 
confined or infected atmosphere and porous substances. Its 
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rapid diffusion and power of penetration are great. It destroys 
sulphuretted hydrogen, ammonia, and all fetid organic com- 
‘pounds. Its odor penetrates far beyond its power as a disin- 
fectant, hence its real degree of inflaence may be deceptive. 
It can appropriately be used in disinfecting foul cellars and 
rooms unoccupied. 


3.—DRY EARTH. 


Application.—To absorb effluvia from decaying animal.and 
vegetable matter, and appropriately human excreta, 

Dry earth is nearly a complete disinfectant if used in suffi- 
cient qantities to absorb all moisture. It is especially applica- 
ble to the deodorizing of privy contents, where the basin is 
shallow, with a limited quantity of fluid. Itshould be abund- 
antly applied. 


4.--SULPHUROUS ACID GAS. 


Application.—To disinfect rooms and infected clothing. 
Applied only in case of unoccupied rooms. To be effectual in 
destroying disease germs, the fumes must be so strong that they 
would destroy human life. 

Can be used in disinfecting rooms and clothing after cases 
of yellow fever, small-pox, scarlet fever, cholera and typhoid 
Sever. 

Sulphurous acid has long been esteemed as a powerful dis- 
infectant, Itis to be preferred to nitrous acid or chlorine 
gases, because of the great irritation these latter produce upon 

_ the mucous membrane of the air passages when inhaled. 

These gases should only be used under the direction of a 
competent physician. 

How used : Place in an earthen vessel or iron kettle contain- 
ing a small quantity of ashes, a few live coals, upon which 
place from one to four pounds of sulphur, according to the 
size of the room. For aroom about ten feet square, at least 
two pounds of sulphur should be used. For larger rooms, pro- 
portionally increased quantities. 

To guard against accident by fire, it is well to place the 
vessel on some fire proof article, or suspend it over a tub of 
water. As soon as the sulphur is ignited, the room having 
previously been rendered tight, should be closed and remain 
closed for twelve or twenty-four hours. 

Ventilation, and painting the wood work, white-washing 
and re-papering the walls, will complete the process, and fit the 

- groom for re-habitation. 


ro 


5.— SULPHATE OF IRON (COPPERAS. ) 


z Application.—To disinfect privies, cess pools, drains, sewers, 
and all vessels and places receiving the discharges of the sick.” 
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It decomposes the sulphuretted hydrogen and the ammonical 
compounds so poisonous and offensive in privy vaults. 

How used.—Dissolve one and a half or two pounds in a 
gallon of water. A privy vault which accomedates an ordi- 
nary sized household, will require at least one-eighth of this 
quantity twice every week during the hot summer months, 
The contents of a privy six feet in diameter and twelve feet 
deep, will require twenty pounds of copperas to disinfect it. 
Masses of. filth in privies, sewers or drains should be thoroughly 
saturated with it, at brief intervals, until all offensive odors 
are gone. k 


6.—CARBOLIC ACID. 
i 

Application.—Mixed in the proportion of one part acid to 
from forty to one hundred parts water. 

How used.—In solution in water of varying strength, accord- 
ing to the purposes to which it is to be applied. It is es- 
pecially adapted to disinfect sewage, foul grounds, drains, sinks, 
Joul heaps of manure, garbage, stables or privies and the air of 
foul places. On account of the offensive odor of the impure 
it would be better to use the pure acid. Itis only admissible 
for out-door use on accounts of its odor, 


7.—HEAT. 


This may be applied as dry air or boiling water, or heated 
steam. i : 

Dry Air.—Hot dry air is the most powerful and complete 
disinfectant. It chemically disorganizes noxious substances, 
and by producing thorough dessication, prevents putreficative 
change. 

It AS sets in motion atmospheric currents which mechani- 
cally dissipate morbific agents. It has been proved thata tempera- 
ture of 212 degrees Fahr. destroys the virus of small-pox ; 
one of 200 degrees that of scarlet fever, and that vaccine 
virus being subject toa temperature of 140 degrees becomes 
speedily inert. 

In the use of dry heat two things are to be observed : 

1. That the heat shall be equally distributed throughout the 
fabric so as to secure safety in all its parts. 

2. That the temperature shall not be raised so high or con- 
tinued so long as to destroy the fabric. 

A temperature of 240 or 250 degrees should be employed. This 
degree of heat can be applied to white woolen fabrics, linen, 
cotton, silk and paper, for two or three hours without danger. 
A longer time produces discoloration. An oven, cautiously 
heated, may be used to disinfect small articles. 

Such articles or infected garments as will admit of being 
boiled, should be subjected to this process for at least two hours. 
Until such a process is commenced, all infected articles should 
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remain immersed in some of the disinfecting fluids already 
mentioned. 

For infected substances and garments that may be destroyed, 
heat to destruction should always be used. 


8.—CHLORIDE OF ZINC. 


` 


Chloride of Zinc may be used instead of copperas, and has 
the advantage of neither bleaching nor staining white or colored 
fabrics with which it may come in contact. On this account, 
it is especially useful in disinfecting clothing, bedding, etc. 


CLEANLINESS, PURE AIR, PURE WATER, GOOD FOOD AND PROPER 
CLOTHING. i 


Are great safeguards against infectious diseases. Artificial 
disinfectants cannot be made to supply the place of these essen- 
tial conditions of per.onal and public health, 


uarantine Rules and Regulations, 


OF THE 


Mississippi State Board of Health. 


These rules and regulations have special reference to yellow 
fever, but may at any time be enforced in any case of other 
epidemic diseases, either with or without amendment at the 
discretion of this Board: i 

The Board reserves the right to amend them when regarded 
necessary. 

They are divided into two sections : 


1, Rules and regulations to be enforced and observed at 
stations at the limits of the State to prevent the introduction 
of disease from an adjoining State. 


2. Rules and regulations to be enforced and observed in and 
around a place in this State that becomes infected. 


Quarantine Stations shall be established at points sufficiently 
remote from inhabited dwellings to secure immunity from dis- 
eases likely to be communicated; and all quarantine officers and 
employes shall remain at their stations unless otherwise ordered 
by this Board. 

Accommodation will be provided for officers and employes, 
persons undergoing detention, and the sick that may be placed 
under: observation. 


EXPLANATIONS. 


A place shall be considered infected, when a case of yellow 
fever has originated here, or at which small-pox exists as an 
epidemic. 

A place shall be considered dangerously infected when 80 
declared by the State Board of Health. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 


TO BE ENFORCED AND OBSERVED AT QUARANTINE STATIONS AT 
THE LIMITS OF THE STATE, TO PREVENT THE 
INTRODUCTION OF DISEASE FROM 
AN ADJOINING STATE. 


1. Every train coming from the direction of an infected 
locality, or from the direction of the connection of the railroad 
with such locality, shall stop at the station and be inspected, 
and obtain a certificate in accordance with Form No. 1. 


2. No car or train of cars from an infected place will be per- 
mitted to enter the limits of this State. In the case of pas- 
senger trains, there must be an entire transfer of passengers 
and baggage, and in case of freight trains an entire change of 
freight at the station, to other cars. The conductor of such 
train after the transfer, will be provided with a certificate in 
accordance with Form No. 1. 


3. If the conductor of any train produces a satisfactory 
certificate that such a transfer has been made before reaching 
the limits of this State, unless otherwise ordered by this‘Board, 
another transfer will not be required. The officer at the sta- 
tion will indorge the conductor’s certificate. i 


4. Trains passing through an infected place ata rate of 
speed of ten miles an hour, and not stopping within two miles 
of such place, that hold the certificate of a Health Officer, 
recognized by this Board, that.it has not so stopped, and.that 
no person or article from such place or that has been exposed 
to infection has been taken on board, will not be required to 
make the transfer mentioned in Rule No. 2, and the officer in 
charge of the station will indorse said certificate. 

5. In case of suspected infection of a passenger car, or a 
sleeping car, such car, including all the upholstery, cushions, 
curtains, mattrasses, etc., shall be thoroughly disinfected, 
under the supervision of an officer of this Board, and shall be 
exposed to the open air for at least fifteen days before it will 
be permitted to enter the State. In case of suspected infec- 
tion of a box or flat car, such car shall be disinfected and ex- 
posed to the open air for at least five days before it will be per- 
mitted to enter this State. Any car, however, will be permit- 
ted to return instead of undergoing detention. 

6. No passenger or other person coming from the direction 
of an infected locality or the direction of the-railroad connec- 
tion with such locality, destined for a point in’ this State, will 
be permitted to enter this State unless they produce satisfacl 
tory written evidence that they are not from an infected loca-- 

ity, or until they have undergone a detention of fifteen days; 
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and no railroad employe coming from such direction will be 
permitted to enter this State unless they produce satisfactory 
evidence that they are not from an infected locality or until 
they have undergone a detention of fifteen days ; such persons, 
however, that prefer to return instead of undergoing such de- 
tention, will be permitted to do so. 

Persons holding such written evidence as above mentioned, 
shall have such evidence indorsed by the officer in charge of 
the station. - 4 

7. No person from an infected locality and no person that 
has been exposed to infection, destined for a point in this 
State, shall enter this State until fifteen days have elapsed since 
their departure from such locality, or their exposure to infec- 
tion ; and they and their baggage have been disinfected. They 
shall either be detained at the station or permitted to return 
if they prefer to do so. Persons who have undergone such de- 
tention will be provided with a certificate in accordance with 
Form No. 2. 

8. Persons from an infected locality, or that have been ex- 
posed to infection, holding a certificate from a health officer 
recognized by this Board, that a certain time has elapsed since 
thev left such locality, or were exposed to infection, will have 
such time credited to them, 

9. Persons from an infected locality, or that have been ex- 
posed to infection, producing satisfactory evidence that they 
are protected by a previous attack of disease, shall be detained 
a sufficient length of time to have their clothing and baggage 
disinfected, anu shall obtain a certificate from the roe in 
charge of the station in accordance with Form No. 2. 

10. No person sick with yellow fever, or a fever suspicious 
in its cliaracter, shall enter this State, but will either be 
placed under observation atthe station and detained for such 
a time after recovery as may be regarded necessary, or per- 
mitted to return, if he or she prefers to do so. 

11. Persons from an infected locality, after complying with 
these rules and regulations, will be permitted to bring into this 
State as baggage only wearing apparel. 

12. No freight from a dangerously infected place, aad no 
freight that has been exposed to infection willbe permitted to 
be brought to any place in this State. 

13. No mail matter from a dangerously infected locality, 
except first class matter and newspapers, will be permitted to 
enter this State, and that must be thoroughly disinfected. 

14. No steamboat or other water craft coming from the direc- 
tion of an infected place that does not stop at the quarantine 
station and be inspected and obtain a certificate in accordance 
with'F orm No. 3, shall land at or communicate with any point 
in this State. 

15. No steamboat or other water craft from or touching with- 
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in two miles of a dangerously infected place shall land at or 
communicate with any place in this State. 

1€. No infected steamboat or other water craft shall. land at 
or communicate with any place in this State. In case she has 
on board a person sick with yellow fever, or a fever suspicious 
in its character, destined for a place in this State, such person 
may if they choose be removed to the quarantine station for 
treatment. ; 

17. No person, train of cars or steamboat, or other water 
craft, holding a certificate in accordance with the provisions 
of these rules, shall be interfered with by any local system o 
quarantine. i 

18. Any person violating these rules and regulations shall on 
conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars, or imprisonment for not more than six months 
in the county jail: and every person or thing shall be forcibly 
detained to compel observance of them; and janything seized 
under these rules shall if necessary be sold to cover the ex- 
pense of dealing with it. 


* 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


TO BE ENFORCED AND OBSERVED IN AND AROUND A LOCALITY 
IN THIS STATE THAT BECOMES INFECTED. 


| 


1. When a place becomes infected, and before it is declared 
dangerously infected, all persons liable to the disease should 
remove to a place of safety as early as possible. 

2. Persons leaving such a place before it is declared danger- 
ously infected will be permitted to go with their baggage with- 
out hindrance, unless they or their baggage have been exposed 
to infection, in which case, they or their baggage will be re- 
quired to conform to the rules relating to dangerously infected 
localities. - 

3. Every person leaving such an infected place should pro- 
cure a certificate in accordance with the first certificate in 
Form No. 4, from an officer of this Board, or if there is no 
such officer, from the local health authorities. When a place 
has been declared dangerously infected, every person leaving 
by TA TOA will be required to have both certificates in Form 

o. 4. 

4, Physicians shall promptly report to the local health au: 

10 
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thorities any case of yellow fever, or any case suspicious in its 
character that may occur in their practice, and the householder 
in whose house the case occurs shall also make the report. 


5. The case or cases of yellow fever, or suspicious in their 
character, shall be isolated as far as practicable; the house or 
houses in which they are shall be quarantined, and no person 
except the physician, nurses and clergyman will be permitted 
access without the written permission of the health authori- 
ties in charge. The persons mentioned, and the occupants of 
‘ the house, will not be permitted to leave the premises until 
their clothing has been disinfected or changed in a pure atmos- 
phere. 


6. No person sick with the disease shall be moved except by 
_ the written permission of the health authorities in charge. 


7. When a place is declared by the State Board of Health 
to be dangerously infected, no person, who is not protected by 
a previous attack of the disease will be permitted to go else- 
where until they shall have been under observation, in a non- 
infected atmosphere, for fifteen days, without developing any 
symptoms of the disease, and whose clothing and baggage 
have been disinfected before leaving such place, and again at 
the place of observation. They will be permitted to take with 
them as baggage only wearing apparel. 

8. Persons who are protected by a previous. attack of the 
disease will be permitted to leave a dangerously infected place 
at any time, but must have their clothing and baggage disin- 
fected before leaving such place and again at the transfer or 
inspecting station. They will be permitted to take with them as 
baggage only wearing apparel. 

9. No person whois not protected by a previous attack of 
the disease will be permitted to enter a dangerously infected! 
locality, except by the written permission of the health officer 
in charge. 

10. No freight shall leave a dangerously infected place, and 
no freight that has been exposed to infection, shall leave an in- 
fected place. 

11. No mail matter, except first-class and newspapers, will 
be permitted to leave a dangerously infected place, and that 
must be thoroughly disinfected at the transfer or inspecting 
station. 

12. Every train leaving an infected place shall be inspected 
by an officer of this Board, or, if there is no such officer, by 
the local health authorities, who shall give to the conductor 
of said train a certificate in accordance with the first certi- 
ficate in Form No. 5. Whena placeis declared dangerously 
infected. both certificates in Form No. 5, will be required. 

13. All cars leaving an infected place shall be thoroughiy 
cleansed and fumigated with sulphurous acid gas, by burning 
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18 ounces of sulphur for every 1,000 cubic feetof space. If 
the place is declared dangerously infected, the car must be 
fumigated and kept tightly closed for six hours prior to leav- 
ing. 

14, No upholstered car shall be allowed to leave a danger- 
ously infected place. 


15, At a point not less than five (5) miles and as near that 

point as possible from a dangerously infected place, there shall 
be an entire transfer of passengers, baggage and mails to other 
cars, which cars shall never enter a dangerously infected dis- 
trict. - 
- 16. This transfer shall be made in the open air, under the 
supervision of an officer of this Board, and as far from a habi- 
tation as possible; and no person who has not complied with 
the rules of this Board, will be allowed to proceed, but shall 
either return to the place of departure, or be placed under 
observation. 

17. The officer of this Board, at the transfer station, shall 
carefully examine the conductor's certificate, and the certi- 
ficate of each passenger, and fill the blanks appended, to 
accord with the results of his examination. 

18. In case of suspected infection of a passenger car or 
sleeping car, such car, including all the upholstery, cushions, ` 
etc., shall be thoroughly disinfected under the supervision of 
an officer of this Board, and shall be exposed to the open air 
for atleast fifteen days before being again used. In case of 
suspected infection of a box or flat car, it.shall be thoroughly 
disinfected and exposed to the open air for at least five days 
before being again used. 

19. If yellow fever infect a place situated upon a line of 
railroad, trains of all kinds willbe permitted to pass through 
without stopping, and at a speed of not less than ten miles an 
hour, provided the State Board of Health has not issued a 
special rule prohibiting it. They shall stop no nearer such 
place than the inspecting stations of this Board, which shall 
be established at a safe distance, and will there be permitted 
to take on board only such passengers, baggage and mail 
matter that have complied with these rules, - 

20. Each train so stopping shall obtain a certificate in accor- 
dance with Form No. 6, from an officer of this Board, or, if 
there is no such officer, from the local health authorities; and 
all persons taken on board shall first obtain a certificate in ac- 
cordance with the first certificate in Form No. 4. 

21. No train or person holding a certificate, as is provided in 
these rules, shall be interfered with by any local system of 
quarantine. 

22. No steamboat, or other watercraft, shall leave an infected 
locality without being inspectad by an officer of this Board, or 
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if there is no such offieer, by the local health authorities, and 
obtaining a certificate in accordance with Form No. 3. i 


23. Every steamboat, or other watercraft, leaving a danger- 
ously infected locality, in addition to the requirements in Rule 
22, shall at once report to the nearest inspecting station, and 
be cleansed and disinfected‘and detained for at least fifteen 
days, or longer if deemed necessary, before she will be per- 
mitted to proceed. 


24. No steamboat, or other watercraft, shall land at an infected 
place, but will be permitted to land at a point not nearer than 
two miles of such place, and there be permitted to discharge 
cargo and take on board only such persons, baggage and mail 
matter as have complied with the rules of this Board. 


25. Steamboats or other watercraft so landing, shall be in- 
spected by an officer of this Board, or, if there is no such 
officer, by the local health authorities, and obtain a certificate 
in accordance with Form No. 7. 


26. When a steamboat, or other watercraft, is known or 
suspected to be infected, she shall proceed to the nearest in- 
specting station of this Board, or to some isolated location, 
there to be cleansed and disinfected under the direction of an 
officer of this |Board, and detained for such a time as may be 
regarded necessary before she shall again be used. 

27. In the event an infected steamboat or other watercraft, 
or one suspected of being infected, prefers not to undergo the 
detention prescribed in Rule 26, she will be permitted to pro- 
ceed, but, if actually infected, shall not again land at, or com- 
municate with a place in this State during the season. 


28. No steamboat, or other watercraft, holding a certificate 
in accordance with these Rules, shall be interfered with by 
any local system of quarantine. 

29. Any person leaving an infected, or dangerously infected 
place, by any other mode of travel than those provided in these 
rules and regulations, shall obtaia a certificate in accordance 
with the first certificate in Form No. 4. 


30, It shall be the duty of quarantine officers to take the 
responsibility of applying such additionai measures as may be 
deemed indispensable for the protection of the public health. In 
case such additional measures are applied the fact shall be 
reported to the State Board of Health at once, giving, at the 
same time, the reasons therefor. f 

31. Any person violating these rules and regulations, shall, 
on conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars, or imprisonment for not more than six months 
in the county jail; and every person or thing shall be forcibly 
detained to compel observance of them; and anything seized 
under these rules, shall, if necessary, be sold toc cover the ex- 
penses of dealing with it. ` 
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FORM No. 1. 


I hereby certify that train No. ......, ..e.«« Conductor, from 
Sous --«, has complied with all the rules and regulations of the 
Mississippi State Board of Health, relating to trains entering 
this State. 


Station on ..... ». R R, near... ........ 
Date, ....... 
atar essenseeeesessesesea, Officer 
FORM NO. 
I hereby certify that ........ , from ..... s... GOING tO .....000e 


has complied with all the rules and regulations of the Missis- 
sissippi State Board of Health, relating to persons entering 
this State. 
Station ........ +) OD sssseseseees (Railroad or river.) 
Date, ...... Sixt 
GO 1 ——sC*s eee cane Tenedo an , Officer. 


FORM No. 3. 


I hereby certify that I have this day inspected steamboat (or 
other watercraft) .........:.., WhereOf .......c000e is Master, bound 
LOM jsxveases tO ....0000, trip No, ..... ..., and find that the sani- 
itary condition of the boat is good, that she has on board no 
person, baggage, mail matter, or freight in violation of the 
rules of this Board; that she has on board ...... cabin passen- 
POrs’s assis deck passengers; ...... officers; ...... men and crew, 
allof whom have been inspected, and certificates of health 
issued to each, and all of whom are now free from fever. 


Town or place ........seeeee, 
Date esse veces ; 
ree jamqideescere toy OMCEE 
FORM No. 4. 
1. | 
I hereby certify that ............sceee. has complied with all the 


rules aud regulations of the Mississippi Stare Board of Health, 
relating to the departure of passengers from towns and places 
infected with yellow fever, and that he (or she) is not now 
affected with fever. 


Name of place, ....... sss 
Date, ........60.. 
ETT , Officer. 
2. 
I hereby certify that.. , above referred to, has com- 


plied with all the rules and regulations of the Mississippi State 
Board of Health, relating to transfer of passengers leaving 
places infected with yellow fever. 

Transfer Station, .......ccceceseee 

Date, sescsssvenes 


TA svete n Officer. 
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FORM No. 5. 
1. 


I hereby certify that train No. ......, which left...... yiera 
Conductor, has complied with all the rules and regulations of 
the Mississippi State Board of Health, relating “to railroad 
trains leaving places infected with y ellow fever. 


Name of place, Daana : ee 
Date, sesse ee 


I hereby certify that train No. ..... ..., above referred to, has 
transferred its passengers and baggage, or freight, at this 
transfer station, to other cars, and in all other respects com- 
plied with the rules and regulations of the Mississippi State 
Board of Health, and that it has no case of fever on board, 
and is, therefore, permitted to proceed without further deten- 
tion. 

Transfer Station On ....cccccseeeesees R. R., near ..... RE 

Date, aesssecsseo 


a 


FORM No. 6. 


I hereby certify that train No......., ......... Conductor, has not 
stopped within two miles of ........ .., and that no person, bag- 
gage, mail matter, or freight, has been taken on board in viola- 
tion of the rules and regulations of the Mississippi State Board 
of Health. 


` Station on .......e. PT RR y Dear neiere siedo 
Date, sesessssses 
arere enia es TEA , Office: 
i 

f FORM No. 7. | ‘ 

I hereby certify that steamboat (or other watercraft) ........ ` 
whereof, ....... sasssssa ... is Master, has not landed within two 
miles Of nid desecadisce , that no person or thing has been taken 


on board in violation of the rules and regalations of the Mis- 
Sissipi State Board of Health. 
Station on ..... RT river, near .eessssressessesesreseseee ; 
Date, .. esenesses 


RESTRICTION AND PREVENTION 


OF 


SCARLET FEVER. 


[DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. | 


SCARLET FEVER IS NOW BELIEVED TO BE ONE OF THE MOST 

‘€ CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. One attack usually prevents subsequent 

attacks. The greatest number of deaths from this disease are 

of children under ten years of age. Adult persons do some- 

times have the disease. Scarlet Fever is believed to arise from 

a special contagium or poison which may be conveyed, to per- 

sons previously unaffected; by personal contact, by infected 

clothing or paper rags, or by any of the discharges from the 
body of a person affected with the disease. 

THE DISCHARGES from the throat, nose and mouth are con- 
sidered extremely dangerous, but those from the skin, eyes, 
ears, kidneys and bowels, are also dangerous, and remain so 
for a considerable time. = 

Fra, ‘all forms of uncleanness, and neglect of ventilation 
increase the ganger of spreading the disease. 

ComMUNICATION.—It is believed that the disease may be 
comunicated by a person recovering therefrom so long as the 
usual subsequent scaling or peeling of the skin continues, 
which sometimes is not completed before the lapse of seventy 
or eighty days, although usually completed sooner. 

THE INTERVAL OF TIME which may elapse after exposure to 
the contagium of Scarlet Fever, and during which a suscepti- 
ble person so exposed may expect to be taken sick with the 
disease, varies from one to fourteen days. : 

SEPARATION OF THE SICK FROM THE WELL. Whenever a child 
has sore throat and fever, and especially when this is accom- 
panied by a rash on the body, the child should be immediately 
isolated as completely as possible from other members of the 
household, and from other persons, until a physician has seen 


« 
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it and determined whether it has Scarlet Fever. All person- 
known to be sick with this disease should be promptly and tho- 
roughly isolated from the public. E 

THE ROOM INTO WHICH ONE SICK WITH THIS DISEASE IS PLACED 
should previously be cleared of all needless clothing, carpets, 
drapery, and other materials likely to harbor the poison of the 
disease; except such articles as are essential to the well-being 
of the patient. The sick room may have no carpet, or only 
pieces which can afterwards be destroyed. Provision should 
be made for the introduction of a liberal supply of fresh air 
and the continual change of the air of the room without sensi- 
ble currents or drafts. 5 

POCKET HANDKERCHIEFS, that need to be saved, should not be 
used by the patient; small piecesof rag should be substituted 
therefor, and after being once used should be immediately 
burned. 

SoILED BED AND BODY LINEN should be placed in vessels 
of water containing chlorinated soda, chlorinated lime, or 
other disinfectant before removal from the sick room. 

For this purpose chlorinated soda is the neatest, and most convenieut 
because it can be used with soap, but it is apt to lose its disinfecting proper- 
ties by age. Chlorinated lime if used too freely may destroy articles of 
clothing with which it comes in contact, but if properly used it is the safest 
as a disinfectant. 

THE DISCHARGES FROM THE PATIENT Should all be received into 
vessels containg chlorinated lime (commonly called ‘‘chloride 
of lime,” ) sulphate of iron, or some other known disinfectant,* 
and the same buried at once, and not by any means be thrown 
into a running stream, nor into a cess-pool, or water closet, 
except after having been thoroughly disinfected. All vessels 
should be kept scrupulously clean and disinfected. 


PERFECT CLEANLINESS of nurses and attendants should be 
enjoined and secured. As the hands of nurses of necessity 
become frequently contaminated by the poison of the disease, 
a good supply of towels and two basins—one containing solu- 
tion of chlorinated soda (Labarraque’s solution) chlorinated 
lime or other disinfecting solution, and another for plain soap 
and water, should be always at hand and freely used. 


. PERSONS WHO ARE ATTENDING upon children or other persons 
suffering from scarlet fever, and also the members of the 
patient’s family, should not mingle with other people nor 
permit the entrace of children into their house. 


FoneErAts of those dying from scarlet fever should be strictly 
private and the corpse not exposed to view. To avoid 
mistakes, notices of such deaths in the papers should state 
that the deceased died of scarlet fever. mi” 

ALL PERSONS RECOVERING FROM SCARLET FEVER SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED DANGEROUS, and therefore should not attend school, 
church, or any public assembly, or use any public conveyance, so 


* Carbolic acid in dilute form as generally used is not believed to bea 
disinfectant. . 
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long as any scaling or peeling of the skin, soreness of the eyes or 
air passages, or symptoms of dropsy remain. No person re- 
covering from scarlet fever should thus endanger the public 
health nor appear in public until after-having taken four times, 
at intervals of two days, a thorough bath. This cleaning, 
however, should be deferred until the physician in charge con- 
siders it prudent. After recovery from scarlet fever, no 
person should appear in public wearing the same clothing worn 
while sick with or recovering from this disease, except such 
clothing has been thoroughly disinfected by some such 
method as herein specified. 


GASEOUS DISINFECTION, OR FUMIGATION, can only be com- 
pletely and entirely effectual in the absence of living persons, 
as fumes strong enough for the purpose are destructive of 
human life. Thisneed not deter from doing so much as is possi- 
ble, without injury to sick persons, for the purification of the 
air of rooms occupied by them, —a liberal supply of pure 
air should be secured; but after the sick have recovered, the 
room, furniture, and other contents not to be destroyed, 
should be thoroughly exposed for several hours to strong 
fumes of chlorine gas, or to fumigation by burning sulphur; 
or the paper on the walls, if any, removed and burnt, the 
furniture scrubbed or polished, and the room thoroughly 
scrubbed and whitewashed. 


WHEN A ROOM AND CONTENTS ARE TO., BE DISINEECTED, all 
articles therein should be spread out so as to expose the 
greatest amount of surface to the action of the disinfectant, 
and all openings to the room should be closed. 

TO GENERATE CHLORINE, take peroxide of manganese (to be 
obtained at any drug store,) place in an earthen dish and add 
one pound of hydrochloric acid (sometimes called muriatic acid,) 
to each four ounes of the peroixdeof: manganese, Care should 
be taken not toinhale the gas. After being certain that con- 
tinuous evolution of chlorine has been secured, leave the room 
and close the door of exit. 6 


The bleaching propras of chlorine may destroy the color of colored 
goods exposed to it, but as a disinfectant it is one of the best. 


To GENERATE SULPHUROUS ACID GAS, put live coals on top of 
ashes in a metalic pan, and place on the coals sulphur in powder 
or fragments. 

A convenient way is to place the coals and sulphur on a heated stove plate 
or cover turned bottom upward in a pan half filled with ashes. To disinfect 
100 cubic feet of air requires the thorough}combustion of about one and one- 
half ounces of sulphur. 

RooMs SHOULD BE KEPT CLOSED AND SUBJECTED TO THE ACTION 
OF THE DISINFECTING GAS FOR SIX OR EIGHT ‘HOURS, and after- 
wards thoroughly aired by opening doors and windows. 


HEAT AS A DISINFECTANT. —It is believed that heat sufficient 
to be disinfectant for this disease may be secured without des- 
troying ordinary articles of clothing, say at 240° to 250° F. 
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WEENEVER A CASE OF THIS DISEASE OCCURS in a locality, 
prompt and vigorous action should be taken for the restriction 
of the disease, by early isolation of those sick with the-disease, 
and by the destruction or disinfection of all articles likely to 
be infected. 

PLAIN AND DISTINCT NOTICES SHOULD BE PLACED UPON THE 
PREMISES OR HOUSE in which there is a person sick with scarlet 
fever, and no child that has not had the disease should be allowed 
to enter or to associate with persons who do enter such house or 
room. 

ALL CLOTHING, CARPETS, CURTAINS, FURNITURE, and other sub- 
stances that are to be destroyed should be dealt with in a way to 
avoid conveying the poison to any person in the process; they 
should not be simply thrown away, or into some stream or body of 
water ; andif burned should be completely burned and not 
simply heated or dealt with in a way to diffuse the poison of © 
the disease, 

ALL SUCH INFECTED SUBSTANCES, which are not destroyed, 
should be thoroughly boiled, subjected to a dry heat of 250° F. 
in a closed room or disinfecting oven, or be thoroughly exposed 
to fumes of chlorine or of burning sulphur. Books and furs 
that have been used or handled by those convalescing from this 
disease are particuliarly liable to convey the poison to children 
who have never had the disease. Great care should be used to 
thoroughly disinfect any such articles that are not destroyed; 
and caution should be exercised before allowing children who 
have had scarlet fever to handle any such articles that have 
been used by persons liable to communicate the disease. 


Fresu Arr.—Although not so active for the destruction of 
the contagium as is chlorine or sulphurous acid gas, pure air, 
in liberal amount, is a very useful and important agent for the 
dilution and destruction of the poison of the disease; it should 
be employed freely; but with this as with other procedures for 
the safety of the unaffected, great care should be taken not to 
increase the danger to those already sick from any cause, who 
are usually endangered by exposure to drafts of cold ‘air, and 


this is especially true of persons convalescing from scarlet 
fever. l 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


Diphtheria is a contagious and infectious disease of great 
severity and frequent “atality. 


ITS RELATION TO FILTH AS A CAUSE. 


Diphtheria occurs most frequently, and in its most fatal forms 
in localities which are filthy. It does not matter whether the 
fiith exists in visible and disgusting forms, such as the garbage 
heap, the cess-pool or the privy vault, or in the invisible and 
possibly inodorous gasses from an illy-constructed sewer, from 
decaying vegetables in the cellar, or in the poisonous exhala- 
tions from the human breath and body in unventilated rooms. 
Its effects are to lower the vitality of the system, make it less 
able to resist the attacks of disease of any kind, and fit it for 
the development of the worst form of any prevailing epidemic. 

From any form of filth, either upon your own or your neigh- 
bor’s premises, poisonous vapors may fill the house, to be in- 
haled with every breath; or the leachings of filth may pene- 
trate through many feet of soil and pollute the water supply, 
which to casual inspection ‘appears pure, Diphtheria 
has sc often appeared where such uncleanly conditions have 
prevailed, when it could not,be traced to continuous propaga- 
tion by infection or contagion, that its relation to filth asa 
-cause is well established, and it is rightly characterized as pre- 
eminently a filth disease. ] 


ITS CONTAGIOUS AND INFECTIOUS CHARACTER. 
. a 


Whatever may be its origin, Diphtheria is unquestionably 
_ contagious and infectious, and may be communicated from one 
sick with thé disease to another bythe breath, through the air 
which surrounds him or by the secretions or discharges from 
his person. í l 

It may also, but with less certainty, be carried from one 
place to another and communicated by means of clothing, 
tood and other articles, which have been contaminated in the 
Fick-room. 

As a rule, the danger of exp osure to the disease is in pro 


[ 148 ] 


portion to the malignancy of the case, but to this there are 
many exceptions, and exposure to the mildest case may be fol- 
lowed by the severest form of the disorder. Children are 
most susceptible to the disease, and may contract it in its 
worst type from the kiss of an adult who has what appears to 
be but a trivial ‘sore throat.” 

The time that elapses between exposure to and the subse- 
quent development of Diphtheria in the person exposed, bears 
some relation to the malignancy of the disease and its preva- 
lence as an epidemic at the time. Usually it appears within 
the first week, but in exceptional cases its appearance may be 
delayed to a much later period. z 


SPECIAL MANAGEMENT OF. CASES. 


It is of the first importance that an otubreak of the disease 
should be the signal for the immediate observance of those 
precautions which are known to be most effectual in the restric- 
tion of any contagious disease, and in this respect the treat- 
ment should be as vigorous as in a case of small-pox or scarlet 
fever, the one rule of most imperative necessity being the 
isolation of the patient. 

Immediately upon the appearance of the disease, the patient 
should be removed to a room as remote as possible from family ` 
occupancy. This room should be prepared for his reception 
by removing from it all superfluous furniture, especially such 
as woolen carpets, extra clothing, books, and all window cur- 
tains, table spreads and other similar articles which cannot be 
subsequently cleansed by boiling. 

The room should be large and sunny, and it is better if it be 
inthe upper part of the house. Particular care should be taken 
to have it ventilated as thoroughly as possible, while the patient 
is protected from any direct draughts, in order to dilute the 
poisoned atmosphere to the utmost extent. This will be facilitated 
and the care of the patient rendered easier, if it be practicable to 
‘place the bed so as to make it accessible from all sides. 

No one should be admitted to the sick room except the nec- 
essary attendants, whose garments should be made of such 
material as will admit of being cleansed by boiling. 

No food which has been in the sick room should be partaken 
of by the well; even the dishes which have contained such 
food should be cleansed by themselves. 

Under no circumstances should the patient’s soiled bed or 
body linen be mixed with other soiled clothing, or be admitted 
to the general wash ; it should be at once cleansed by boiling 
water. 

For the cleansing of the mouth and nose from the discharges 
which are sometimes copious and always dangerous, bits of 
linen or cotton cloth, or pieces of soft paper should be used 
and immediately burned. i 
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Discharges from the bowels ard bladder, which are also 
sources of danger, should be received in vessels containing dis- 
infecting fluids, and as soon as possible removed from the room 
and buried. Tf received on cloths, these should be burned. 

For the purposes just mentioned, copperas, otherwise known 
as sulphate of iron or green vitriol. forms a cheap, convenient 
and efficient disinfectant. ` It is prepared for use by dissolving 
two pounds of copperas in a gallon of hot water. In malignant 
cases, it is recommended that an ounce of crude carbolic acid 
be added to each quart of this solution. These materials also 
form a good disinfectant for privies, drains and other foul 
places, and may pe prepaved for anis purpose by adding eight 
pounds of copperas and vie pint of crude carbolic acid to five 
gallons of hot water Fom a pint to a quart of this solution used 
twice a day wii! suffice to keep down foul odors ; a much 
larger quantity, however, is needed for the first application. 

Another disinfectant, recommended by the New York Board 
of Health, which may be freely used in the sick chamber, and 
which is especially adapted for the reception of soiled clothing 
until it can be further cleansed by boiling, is composed of 
sulphate of zine (or white vitriol) eight ounces, carbolic acid 
one ounce, and water three gallons. 

Still another convenient and efficient disinfectant is the solu- 
tion of chlorinated soda known as Labarraque’s Disinfecting 
solution, which diluted with from eight to twelve parts of water, 
may be used for cleansing utensils, washing the hands of 
attendanis, etc. 


THE RECOVERY 


_of the sick person should be complete and the cleansing of the 
person thorough before he again mingles with the well, and, 
during the presence of diphtheria in any family, all members of 
that family should be excluded from the public schools and 
retrain from attendance upon public assemblies or unnecessary 
intercourse with others; and this isolation and practical quar- 
antine should continue until, in the judgment of some compe- 
tent physician, it is safe to remit the precaution. 


IN CASE OF DEATH 


The funerai should be conducted with little publicity’ and 
without exposure of the body, which should early be placed in 
a tight coffin with some of’ the disinfectants above mentioned. 
In no case should children be permitted to attend such funerals. 
‘The neglect of these precautions is known to have been the 
cause of the death of many persons, in this State and else- 
where. 


SUBSEQUENT CARE OF THE PREMISES. 


Rooms from which patients who have had diphtheria have 
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heen removed should be thoroughly disinfected by fumigation, 
and if there has been any special malignancy of tle disease 
all paper hanging should be removed from walls coyered there 
with; all other walls and all ceilings should be freshly white- 
- washed, and the wood-work and floors be thoroughly scrubbed 

Sulphurous acid gas, or the fumes of burning sulphur, is an 
efficient, convenient and inexpensive disinfectant. Two pounds 
of sulphur will suffice for a room twelve feet square; and ten 
feet high. It needs but to be burned in the room by putting it, in 
powder or small fragments, on live coals, in a safe vessel; all 
doors, windows, and other apertures should be tightly closed 
during the burning of the sulphur, and for several hours after- 
ward, and the room should then receive free and prolonged 
ventilation. 


GENERAL PREVENTIVE MEASURES. 

Finally, while isolation and disinfection should be thorough 
and persistent in the presence and for the restriction of diphthe- 
ria or other dangerous and contagious disease, it should be 
remembered that no care to isolate patients or to disinfect 
premises already contaminated can atone for the neglect of 
those precautions which all experience has demonstrated to 
be capable of mitigating the violence of, if not wholly preventing 
contagious disease of every kind. 

Cleanliness and purity of air are the deadly foes of all conta- 
gion. Pure air, pure water and pure soil are essential condi- 
tions of healthful life, and the surest safeguards against disease. 

Secure dryness for every part of your dwelling by thorough 
drainage ; secure cleanliness for every part of your premises 
by careful removal of all decomposing animal or vegetable 
matter, by allowing no garbage heap or cess-pool to remain 
near the house, and by frequently cleansing and disinfecting 
the privy, the contents of which may at all times be kept 
` entirely inoffensive by the plentiful use of dry earth or coal 
ashes. Examine and correct any defects of sewerage. In 
short, let there be nothing left to pollute the atmosphere or 
poison the water supply. Let the sun and air have free access 
to the house, and especially to the sleeping rooms. Secure 
proper and well-prepared food, and comfortable clothing, and 
“the pestilence that walketh in darkness” and revels in filth 
will pass you by seeking a more congenial soil. 
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ERRATTUM. 


On page 15, read April 6, instead of October 6, as the date 


of meeting. 
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